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y v i s i t t o s i pa p u t h i s y e a r wa s fa r t o o b r i e f, b u t fr o m t h e fu n
everyone was having it seemed like a rally like it used to be: lots of riding, hanging
around and enjoying the beautiful environs of northern New Mexico.

There were over 300 people there this year,
though during the day there was so much
going in and out that it was hard to tell how
big the crowd was. In my experience 300 is
an excellent number to connect with friends
and make some new ones, without feeling

David to preschool on the back of my bike
lately, so he’s getting to know the difference,
but for now getting thrown around in the
back seat is roller-coaster enough for him. He
doesn’t want to ride up and down the street
any more, he wants to go on an “adventure.”
Much of our time there was doing Davidstuff, playing in the river and eating sweets,

too crowded or too empty. It’s about perfect.
Next year David will make the trip on the
back of my bike, but this year we were still in
the car. It was a fun ride up, I did my best to
simulate a two-wheeled spin on four wheels,
but it’s just not the same. I’ve been riding
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Sipapu was riding central at September’s Bavarian Mountain Weekend,
the bikes flooding into Sipapu for the greatest little rally in the Southwest. Luckily, the flooding from the skies held off
until the following week. The rally gear was extra cool, too, as demonstrated by an enthusiastic David modeling the rally shirt.

but we also found time to hike back and forth across the rally a few times, meet up with friends
and check out the vendors. David did his roving reporter thing with the camera, and I made sure
to check the quality of the kegs out behind the club cabin. I missed having the full rally experience,
but I could see how well it was going in the faces of all the riders there.
We know now that all the rain we had at last year’s rally waited a week longer to arrive this
year, blessing and cursing our enchanted state with a year’s worth of precipitation in a single
week. I’m hoping the drought is broken, but mostly I’m happy for the timing. Rain in our state is
always a good thing, but when it falls during the Bavarian Mountain Weekend it can turn a rally
into a sloppy mess.
After we got through the flood, the season had suddenly changed, and we were in autumn. It’s
hard to say that in New Mexico without getting a dreamy look, Fall is the holy grail of motorcycling
here. The rain is usually gone, along with the sweltering heat, and we are in that short window of
riding perfection that makes me forget any other difficult riding experiences from the rest of the
year. If you’ve been a motorcyclist anywhere else in the country, fall in the southwest is what you
dreamed about as the most perfect of riding conditions.
Last Sunday I made one of my rare trips to Dawn’s in Cedar Crest and found the parking lot
bursting with bikes. After the rain, with the suddenly ideal riding environment, everybody was
hitting the road to get in the last rides before electric-gear weather kicks in. When I arrived it was
wall to wall two wheels, and around 11 am there was a sudden exodus as riders headed off in all
directions, most of them clearly not on the way home. It was a day for a little bit of schmoozing
and as much riding as would fit.
I’m still hopeful for October and much of November, but as I sit writing this the temperature

has been plummeting all day, now entering the 50’s. It’s getting c-c-c-cold out! Seasons tend to
change in a matter of days here, and I’m hoping that we haven’t tripped straight from summer
into winter. We’ve still got a track day and the Colors Ride on our calendar. I want to be sure there
will still be some colorful views to see in a couple of weeks.

A MINI RANT

Speaking of views, I wonder how much of Albuquerque is aware of what’s happening on the
north end of town, at the Sandia Pueblo. If you travel up there, you’ve certainly noticed all the
heavy equipment digging things up. Here’s the lowdown, as best I know at this point.
The pueblo is developing much of their land north and south of Tramway, east and west of I-25.
They plan to put in upscale shopping and housing, lots and lots of it. The development goes all the
way from the casino to the mountain, and fills in all the space south of Tramway that the buffalo
currently live in. They have been putting in major infrastructure for months now, and nobody I
talk to seems aware of what’s going on.
My immediate semi-informed opinion is that money is what’s going on, and the tribe is cashing
in on their land, which has become quite valuable. So the views are going away, along with the
buffalo, and whatever illusion Sandia Pueblo had that the land and the mountain were “sacred.”
In true entrepeneurial fashion, the bottom line has trumped all, the beauty of Albuquerque and
the Sandias is taking the hit, and any idealism the Indians might have had has been consumed by
the dollar signs that have become more important than the holiness of their land.
I can understand the lure of giant piles of money, but the whole situation makes me sad.
David Wilson, editor
October 2013
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Many of us were fascinated to hear
Jeffrey Polnaja’s story of his ‘round
the world Ride for Peace as he visited
with us.

The Planets Align in Favor of the 2013 Bavarian Mountain Weekend!
an abundance of New Mexico sun and moderate temperatures: perfect for riding along the great
roads – pavement and dirt – and taking in the stunning scenery. The whole Enchanted Circle area
hasn’t been this green in many years, yet it didn’t rain on our rally (we missed that by about four
days this year)!
Almost as soon as happy riders were registered after warming up on hot coffee and a breakfast
burrito from the Sipapu Café, they headed off on their bikes or settled in for an entertaining talk
by Don Cameron and Steve Woodward about their adventures as the support crew for Darryl
Richman on his 1928 BMW R52 riding the 2012 Cannonball Baker Run across the United States.
Savvy riders picked up Poker Run sheets from Poker Meister Jon and took to the pavement
and dirt kicking off the return of this popular event. Meanwhile many new vendors set up
shop and started lightening wallets. Returning vendors Roadgear, Accessory Pit with a special

words by RJ Mirabal, pictures by Doug Guinn, Bill Maruna, David Sky & David Wilson
n air of excited anticipation with an undercurrent of nervousness marked
the beginning of the Bavarian Mountain Weekend of 2013 on the
morning of September 6th. Last year had been a pleasant experience
but the number of participants was only slightly above 300, a low number we
hadn’t seen in over twenty years. And, for the first time, we spent a little more
than we brought in.
But with the resolve of the rally co-chairs: David Hudson, Susie, Doug
Guinn, Jon Helm, me, and a host of volunteers, we launched an upgraded rally
while retaining all the things that makes Sipapu the best weekend of the year.
The past few years of too much cold rain and news reports of forest fires were blown away by

A

The rally traditionally starts
with “chili cooking” at Gary and
Shelly’s. Though the cooking part
is a thing of the past, the party
continues with a preview of rally
swag and a great lunch. It’s also a
preview of the kinds of cool bikes
sure to show up in Sipapu the
following weekend.
October 2013
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Great weekend weather wise, great food / friends / vendors, etc /
Cannot thank them enough, especially Sandia BMW.
John and Eric did a great service to all. The demo rides, rider
protective gear, clothing, and answering any and all questions.
The free gifts were also a great hit,
especially those few free tires, way to go Sandia.
One good place for your motorcycle needs: Albuquerque, NM
Thanks Sandia!
Gayle, Pagosa Springs, CO

display by Klim, and Sandia BMW were joined by newcomers What a Boot!, Shady Products,
Stoner’s Beemer Stash, and Christopher White of Adv Bike NM, all representing a wide variety
of motorcycle products.
All together with generous donations from on-site vendors and many national vendors who
shipped door prizes to us, we gave away 72 prizes including a Roadgear jacket, gift certificates up
to $250, and many other fine items. There was a prize for every 5 people, not counting the three
people who won cash prizes for the Poker Run and 50/50 drawing.
Those riders who were looking for something different to do during the evenings watched
motorcycle films Doug brought shown in the video room upstairs by the café. Many enjoyed
the classic “On Any Sunday” along with a variety of moto-racing films. New features will be
shown next year!
Motorcycles old and new make
the trek to Sipapu year after year,
here a sort of German Captain
America (or something). The
Bavarian Mountain Weekend has a
long history, here measured in pins
collected over the years. Everything
two wheels is welcome here, even
bicycles!
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The good weather kept riders out on the roads longer so it took a while to get all the green
chile stew distributed Friday night while the always entertaining Watermelon Mountain Jug
Band kept toes tapping and smiles forming. The club’s own Friday Night Dinner featured Don
Cameron’s grilled steaks and German-style sausage. No appetite was unsatisfied or thirst
not slaked.
As our dinners settled, many of us were fascinated to hear Jeffrey Polnaja’s story of his ‘round
the world Ride for Peace as he visited with us. The next morning, Jeffrey inspired a packed
room at his presentation punctuated by his excellent photography and video. His mission is to
bring people together in peace, not hatred, misunderstanding, and war; so he is riding around
the world sharing his message with thousands of people he encounters. His infectious smile
and good will moved the club to donate money to help him on his way over the next couple of

It was a great weekend, especially since we all didn’t have to
huddle around the lodge fireplace.
The dual sport poker route was awesome,
getting up over 11,200’ on a cloudness day.
But who would have thought that a 5 high,
straight flush would be a losing hand!
Dave, Loveland, CO

The rally is always about the
people, old and new, young and
old, seasoned club members and
visitors from around the world.
You can also see stuff you won’t
see anywhere else, such as John
getting some instant karma from
his clowning around in front of the
camera.
October 2013
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years as he completes his journey. See http://rideforpeace.net/ for updates and a summary of
his travels so far.
Saturday’s weather didn’t let up which drew many riders back to the highways and trails.
Some of us, of the dirty persuasion, enjoyed a romp through forest roads catching sites of the
surrounding mountain ranges and experiencing temperature changes from the low 50s up to
nearly 80 degrees. The forest in the area is definitely happy with all the summer rains we’ve had!
An informative talk about touring in Europe was presented by our own David Blanc, Tim Stone,
Alison and David Hudson. This presentation gave attendees the impetus to plan their own guided
European tour in the coming months. Finally, the ever faithful airhead guru, Matthew Parkhouse,
took apart a transmission to reveal the mysteries within.
Finally, with the sun settling down in the west, a new Saturday night dinner of tasty brisket

We had fun on our 1150 GS’s going on fire roads
back towards and then to the south of Taos.
Came back home north on a “gravel road”
east of Cimarron to Costilla.
Big rocks for a “gravel road” it was fun.
I probably got to do close to 400 miles of
non-pavement this weekend.
Snowbound, Crystola, CO
Activity is non-stop, whether it’s
riding, eating, shopping, tech sessions,
or hanging out at the club cabin. The
latter goes 24/7 for the duration
of the rally. Little David showed his
photographic chops by capturing this
rare photo of the RoadGear tent being
terrorized by the mesmerizing hand of
Darth Vader himself.
October 2013
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Yep, that place is ‘out of sight’ and you have always come to mind
when the two of us drop in there to just drool.
We have said many times “your ears had to be burning,” that if
and when we won the $$ we were taking you two there for a
week, then it got to “lets take several ADV type” for more fun.
GONNA HAPPEN!
Gayle, Pagosa Springs, CO

filled many empty stomachs while others enjoyed the thrill of winning a door prize. The day
ended with the rocking, bluesy sound of the Great Blue Whales along with awards and grand
prizes given out including our “Not Your Usual Awards.”
For everyone at the rally, it was not only a great time for riding, but a time to make and maintain
close friendships that go beyond sharing our motorcycle passion. It’s about people.
A quiet evening away from the Lodge ensued as campers got in a solid night’s sleep while a
few others enjoyed another warm bonfire by the river. Sunday morning brought more gorgeous
weather as the sound of motorcycles fired up and took their riders home.
It was a memorable rally, once again placing our “Best Little BMW Rally in the Southwest”
right back at the top of many riders’ list. See you next year when we’ll showcase more new events
along with commemorating the 30th annual Bavarian Mountain Weekend!

The weather was spectacular for
the whole rally, a nice change after
the last couple of years. The tent
area filled with campers (and the
occasional 4 wheeled trekker), and
the whole weekend was full of old
and new friends. Next year will be the
30th edition of the greatest little rally
in the Southwest, stay tuned…
October 2013
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

OCTOBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

by Doug Guinn
It’s time to have some Santa Fe participation,
so we will meet at the Plaza Cafe, on the
west side of the Santa Fe Plaza. Meet at
8:00 – 8:30 am. They open at 8 am on
Sundays. If you haven’t been there before
you will appreciate their varied menu, and
my experience is that it has always been very
good food … it’s a Santa Fe icon!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12

NATIONAL EVENTS

We’re going to do the leaf peeper thing and
check out the Jemez to see what colors there
are. We’ve also got an invitation to Jeff’s house
in White Rock (dadco2001@yahoo.com) to
take a break, have refreshments and kick
some tires. We’ll stop and have lunch as well.
Meet at the Giant station on the east end of
Bernalillo at 9 am. Contact Dave Wilson at
david@davidwilsondesign.us for details and
to RSVP.

THURSDAY - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3-6

THE COLORS RIDE RETURNS

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY

Robbinsville, NC
Reservations direct 800-849-2258. Lodge
rooms $85 or cabin for $120. When calling,
specify room or cabin. Be sure to mention
the i-bmw group when booking. Pirates Lair
will be offering your choice of either Pirates
Lair Plundering hats, Pirates Lair tees, or $25
gift cards to anyone who achieves a “velocity
award” while in transit to or from or at the
rally itself. If they don’t reward bad behavior,
who else will?

SMRI SCHEDULE
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing Incorporated
(SMRI) Track days (located at NAPA Motor
Speedway, west of Albuquerque off I-40) are
open to all motorcyclists. Track day riding
requires minimal bike prep, so come out to
improve your riding skills in a controlled
environment and have a great time doing it. If
you don’t have leathers, inexpensive rentals
are available. The SMRI Race School is the
first step towards motorcycle roadracing and
is required to receive a race license. This is an
AMA-sanctioned club license. This license
will allow a rider to race events in any AMA
sanctioned club.

The world famous band features our
own Gary Oleson playing one string for
all it’s worth!
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INTERNATIONAL BALLOON
FIESTA
OCTOBER 27

O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS

10/06 T
 rack Day
sponsored by Sandia and Santa Fe BMW,
$50 (half price) for the full day fee if
you’re riding a BMW; $100 for non-BMW
motorcycles. Plus other great perks for
BMW riders.
10/13 Race Weekend

3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4-7 pm
NOVEMBER 24

O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4-7 pm
DECEMBER 22

O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4-7 pm

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
October 2013
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A NOT-MOTORCYCLE MOMENT:
BMW I8 DEBUTS IN FRANKFURT

by John Beltz Snyder, The Winding Road
The BMW i8 has made its debut at the
Frankfurt Motor Show, and has been given
a price for when it goes on sale in the US in
the spring of 2014. The innovative, all-wheeldrive, plug-in hybrid sports car will have a
starting cost of $135,925.
The BMW i8 is a 2+2-seater, which uses
a turbocharged 1.5-liter 3-cylinder engine
in tandem with an electric motor. The gas
engine supplies 231 horsepower and 236
pound-feet of torque to the rear wheels,
while the electric motor puts 131 horsepower
and 184 pound-feet of torque to the front.
This puts combined maximum output at 362
horsepower and 420 pound-feet of torque.
This pushes the i8 from 0-62 miles per hour
in 4.4 seconds, and it has a top speed limited
electronically to 155 miles per hour. Still the

combined fuel economy is 94 miles per gallon.
Using a standard 110-volt outlet, the i8
can recharge its battery to a full charge in just
3.5 hours. Using a BMW I Charging station
shortens that to 1.5 hours.
The i8 features a Driver Experience
Control switch and eDrive, which allows the
driver to choose between five driving modes,
depending on the situation. In all-electric
mode, the i8 has a range of up to 22 miles
and a top speed of 75 miles per hour. Comfort
mode balances dynamics and efficiency, and
is the default choice for everyday driving,
offering a range of over 310 miles. Sport mode
will reduce that range, as the electric motor
will be used to boost power, but it maximizes
energy regeneration through deceleration
and braking. (Sport mode also optimizes
suspension damping and power steering for
a performance driving profile). Eco Pro mode
aims for maximum efficiency, and can be

used in all-electric or hybrid mode.
Weight savings was a driving factor in the
creation of the BMW i8, which manages a
very respectable curb weight of 3285 pounds
despite the necessary inclusion of a lithiumion battery pack. The car uses an aluminum
frame, and a passenger cell made from
carbon-fiber-reinforced plastic. The battery
is mounted in the center of the car beneath
the floor, providing a low center of gravity and
improved balance. The i8 has a near perfect
50/50 weight distribution, which should
make handling excellent.
Just by glancing at the i8, one can see
that this car is special, innovative, and full
of technology. The scissor doors are a dead
giveaway to something unique. The Full-LED
headlights are impressive, but more so are
the optional laser headlights. The i8 has a
Speed Limit Info system, which monitors the
route for speed and passing restrictions. This

OFF-COLOR BMW DRIVERS JOKE

from Dick Cochran
What’s the difference between a porcupine
and a BMW? The pricks are on the outside of
a porcupine.

NEW MEMBERS

This month we welcome new members
Michael M, Matt S, James T, Ed B and
Matthew T. Come out and ride!
October 2013
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system uses a camera to gather information
from the road and checks it against the
navigation system. A heads-up display inside
the car projects important information
onto the windshield, so the driver need not
take their eyes off the road to check speed,
status alerts, speed limits, etc. BMW’s
ConnectedDrive Services offers real-time
driving information, online entertainment,
and app connectivity.
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Barnett BMW Motorcycles of El Paso
8229 BURNHAM RD
EL PASO, TX 79907-1524
915-592-6599

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

WEAR YOUR BEST GLOVES –
LESSONS FROM THE RALLY

posted by Jim E of Austin, TX, at the BMW LT
forum
Sunday we were headed back from the New
Mexico guys’ Sipapu rally when one of our
group went down on a slick road south of
Sweetwater. It had just started to rain, the
road was one big tar snake, and his rear end
stepped out on a perfectly flat and straight
piece of road. The rear snapped back and
high-sided him onto the road at about 70 mph.
He’s “OK” if you call four broken ribs, a
broken clavicle, a broken scapula, two broken
fingers, and a punctured lung okay. But he
survived and he’s getting out of the hospital.
If you’ve ever seen a crash this bad up close,
you will never ride without full gear again. We

literally dug a piece of his jacket out of the
asphalt. I shudder to think what it would have
been like if he had been wearing a tank top.
His helmet was incredibly rashed, especially
the chin bar. If he hadn’t had on a full-face
helmet, he would no longer have a face.
The only “mistake” he made gear-wise
was wearing some summer gloves, which
didn’t give his hands much protection. In fact,
they flew him from the emergency room in
Sweetwater to a larger hospital in Abilene
because they were afraid his hand injuries
were limb-threatening.
Another takeaway: if someone in your
group has an accident, do something
immediately to take control of the road. Park
your bike in the road, or throw your jacket
down, or something. An 18-wheeler came

barreling through with his brakes locked up
before we got him out of the road, and we
thought we were all going to die. This was
after there was already law enforcement on
the scene, by the way, but they hadn’t had
time to react yet. And the truck driver was
obviously a total idiot.
And my Spot worked…sort of. We couldn’t
get cell service to put in a 911 call. I hit the Spot
SOS button and shortly afterward my phone
rang! It was Spot calling me to see if it was a
real emergency. Presumably they would have
treated it as one if I hadn’t answered. But then
the Spot didn’t have a good GPS fix, so I had
to read them the location from my Garmin.
But the call dropped before I could get it to
them, of course. I’m going to say that the Spot
would have gotten a fix pretty quickly and sent
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the information, but that kind of delay under
the circumstances was pretty frustrating. As
we were going through that gyration a DPS
car rolled up who just happened to be driving
down that road. So that was a lucky break.
We wonder if the accident would have
happened if his bike had had traction control.
I know that no human could react quickly
enough to save it, but maybe electronics
could have.
Anyway:
1. Wear your gear; good gear, and all of it
2. Carry a Spot or some other GPS tracker
3. Secure the roadway as your top priority
after an accident
4. Respect the rain, and always opt for
every safety feature offered on your bike.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

RALLY CHAIR
Open Position, looking for a volunteer!
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact membership@loebmwr.org
BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 15% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

TREASURER
Susie
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W

Jeff Polnaja stopped in
at the rally to share his
adventures traveling
around the world by
motorcycle. While
visiting he took in
some of the local
sights with Doug
and David, here
checking out
Taos Pueblo.
He agreed that
there’s some
pretty fabulous
riding to be
had in New
Mexico.
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