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News from

Christmas Wrapping Up

The holidays are a season of connection
and reflection, so I was happy to see
so many of my friends at December’s
Christmas Party. It was a time of joyously
saying good-bye to the past riding season and anticipation of the one to come.
Friends and food were the vehicle on that
afternoon, and motorcycling the bond
that brought us together to reminisce on
2011 and express our dreams for 2012.

the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders
A correction for those who were really
impressed last month that we climbed
Mount McKinley in one afternoon: it was
actually Mt McKnight. Sure felt like Mt
McKinley, though.
David Wilson, editor
Du e s , S h a f t D e li v e ry
N oti c e s
In order to help the club reduce costs,
we will no longer provide a paper
Shaft beginning January 1, 2012
unless you respond to membership at
kimmarie721@earthlink.net requesting
a paper version continue to be mailed
to you. The newsletter will be available
online in the Members’ Only section
of the website, and can be printed out
at home if desired. You will receive an
email from our editor to advise when
the new issue is available.
If you do not receive a notification
email, your email address in the club
database may be incorrect. Contact Kim
at kimmarie721@earthlink.net with
your current email address and stay up
to date with the newsletter.
Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will
be rendered inactive on March 1st.

The Christmas Party
was a final ride (or
mostly drive) to eat event
for the club. It was a
time for good friends to
get together, laugh and
remember all the great
rides of the past year,
to talk about the places
we hope to go next year,
and the bikes we’d like
to ride them on. Plus,
the food at Ezra’s in the
Route 66 Bowling Alley
was gourmet!

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81
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by Deb Fuller and
Susie McRee

First day out and we did well.
Weather I think
we have now tried
every espresso
place in Valdez.
Watched their 4th
parade. Watched
the canoe fights.
We hooked up with
Captain Doug to
go check our
shrimp catch. We
came back towards
the docking area
and watched the
fireworks from the
water. Fireworks
with these
amazing snow/
glacier mountains as the backdrop.
Captain Doug invited us to
his house for a cook out. It will
be Deb’s salmon, our shrimp, and
he has a roast, halibut, and
several other types of fish. What a
gracious person he is!
– Susie

The town of Valdez sure throws a great
4th bash. The canoe jousting was pretty
entertaining. From every street you can
see majestic mountains that are so varied
in their appearance: lush green, black,
red and white all on the same mountain.
If you look at the same mountain at just
a slightly different angle it all changes.
The shrimp are huge, a little spiny
and sure put up a fight with their tails.
There were two big starfish in the pods
–– they climb in to eat the shrimp. One
took up almost half the pod. We caught
tiger shrimp and spotted shrimp. We
also saw a 40 pound halibut on deck,
which was pretty small.
– deb
We rode the ferry from Valdez to
Whittier today. We saw a lot of
porpoises. We head to Anchorage
tomorrow, then play it by ear.
On to Seward. We rode a lot
along the water, then through the
mountains.
I’ve decided I must be on the
verge of becoming an Alaskan. I
didn’t turn on my electric jacket
until it got to 60 degrees today.
–Susie

Susie and I are destinated for a few
days and have plenty of room to spread
all of our stuff out to dry. Overcast
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as usual and pretty cool but I am in
heaven sitting with a cup of espresso,
looking out at mountains with my three
favorite smells surrounding me: coffee,
bacon and dryer sheets.
– deb
We decided not to stay in Wasilla
at $299 a night. We want to get to
the other side of Anchorage to get
set up for Denali.
– Susie

Yesterday we had a great time learning
about the Seavers dog ranch and the
preparation, training and care of
sled dogs. We were lucky enough to be
put on a dog sled with about 16 dogs

pulling us a couple of miles along a
gravel road, with an average speed
of 8 mph. Bears weren’t a threat due
to all the barking dogs, but the guide
said moose have actually taken out
dogs before. We were invited for moose
burgers and red salmon.
– deb
We leave Seward tomorrow, the
little town we have become so fond
of. Wednesday we are off to Denali
National Park. We are scheduled
for a full day trip into the park.
– Susie
We saw one of the goats on the
mountain by the road on the way in
to Anchorage yesterday. One would
wonder how they get where they are
and how on earth they get back.
That elusive Moose. All the way
through Montana, Canada, over
Moose Pass four times, Moose
crossings countless times, many
marshes. Where is that darn moose?
The inn keeper in Seward said
she had one in her yard the week
before. Everyone seems to have
them the week before. Finally, 40
miles out of Denali Park we see a
mama and two babies.
– Susie

We saw a pack of four
wolves, walking right
down the middle of
the road. We also
saw three grizzlies,
which are a golden
color. A fox was
laying in wait by the
side of the road. The
fox and wolves hunt
rabbits and squirrels
by the road. There
was a golden eagle,
dall sheep, caribou,
terns, ducks, pfarmin
and collared pica. But no moose.
– Susie

The ride to Fairbanks was wet at
first, then we caught about 50 miles of
sunshine, actually a bit toasty at 60+
degrees.
The Denali bus tour was breathtaking
I was amazed at how many animals we
saw and how unafraid they were. The
bus driver was great
at keeping everybody
respectful and quiet as
the animals were near
the bus. The pack of
four wolves looked like
the gunslingers from
a western sauntering
down the middle of
the road. They were
much larger than any
coyote I have ever seen.
There was definitely
knowledge on their part that they were
the top of the food chain. The grizzlies
were also huge and in hot pursuit of
bear flowers. The bus driver enjoyed
and photographed the wildlife as much
as we all did.
– deb

The hotel took us to the Park
Back to Denali. They call the river
to begin our tour but first took
the ice bridge as it freezes in the
us to a little coffee shop that
winter, it’s not uncommon for it
only locals know. We learned Mt.
McKinley generates it’s own weather. to get -50 degrees here. They say
that when the river
begins to thaw they
find cars half in the
river as some folks
always try crossing
the river too late in
the season.
As I reflect back
upon our Alaska visit,
although we still
have some beautiful
scenery ahead of us,

(Continued on page 6)
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January 2012

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25.
Dues are payable on
January 1. Nonpaying
members will be
rendered inactive on
March 1st. For more
information or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Kim Helm,
info@nmbmwmc.org
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (http://
calendar.loebmwr.
com/) on the web site
before any event, to be
apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen.
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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General Info on the Calendar
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot
visit the Message Board, the ride contact
person can notify you of changes. Please
note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with
others at the various destinations of the
ride. Be sure you’re aware of the route
and bring your own maps/GPS to assist
you. Exchanging cell phone numbers with
other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at
some point during the ride, notifying at
least one other ride participant of your
intention to drop out will help alleviate unnecessary confusion or concern
for your whereabouts. All information
will be posted to the Calendar, which is
located under “Events” on the left side of
our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Sunday, January 8
Traveling Breakfast
Check the web site or contact Deany
Borlin at deanyborlin@yahoo.com
for more details.
Sunday, February 5
The Progressive Breakfast
A host is still needed for the third
stop. Please contact Deany Borlin
at deanyborlin@yahoo.com if you
would like to volunteer for the
third stop.
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What News There Is
The Christmas Party
photos by TC Hobson, David Wilson and
David Sky Wilson
The last bash of the year was the always
well attended Christmas Party, organized
this year by Sandy Clinton and held at
Ezra’s in the Route 66 Bowling Alley(!).
The food was gourmet and the hungry
crowd left happy. The next big event:
February’s Progressive Breakfast!

®

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.
With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.
To see the new 2011 GS models and for
special offers, visit:

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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North to Alaska with Deb and Susie (Continued from page 3)
it’s kind of sad. Alaska has been
on my list for a very long time. It
wasn’t until I started riding and
Deb and I completed our 37 state
ride last year that I realized I
could do it the bike. Those we met
on the ferry and those that took
a special interest in our journey
will not be forgotten.
– Susie

be buried there. He gave them route
information and where to spread
his ashes. It took them four years
to get the trip together.
We have seen many Harleys, and
many GS’s. A handful of RT’s, one K
and no R’s, and quite a few VStroms.
– Susie

These Canadians are cutthroat in their
driving. They seem to zip out of side
It took us 2.5 hours to make it
roads
without even a California stop. I
from Tok to the
lost my Thermarest yesterday when I
border crossing
and 5.5 hours to
stood on the pegs, that is the only lost
make it to Haines
gear so far. I have used all my clothes
Junction. The road and gear at some point on this trip.
still has lots of
RV’s watching the Buffalo were
pot holes and ice
stopped in the middle of the road,
heaves.
Into Whitehorse
taking away our only escape route. I
we got absolutely
pulled up and was face to broadside
drenched the last
with a pretty big buffalo. The moose
seven miles. We
we passed was barely fifty yards from
met some folks
us drinking at a pond. Even with helmet
at the hotel in Tok, and then in
Whitehorse. The mother and dad rode and earplugs I could hear her gulping
from New York to bury the ashes of
down water.
their son. Four of his friends rode
– deb
with them. Their son’s death was
expected, he had been to Alaska
many times and wanted his ashes to
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We’ve made the decision to hit I-15

LOE BMW R

to Salt Lake City. We’re
toured out. Then it’s on to
Canmore, AB. The Canadian
Rockies are so incredibly
beautiful. The ice field
parkway has glaciers. The
water off of the glaciers
is turquoise.
On to Missoula. We
passed a bicyclist with
a bicycle rain coat. His
head was poking out and
the rain coat went over
his whole body, only the
bottom portion of the
tires were sticking out.
– Susie
I’m not believing my eyes
when we peek outside in
the morning. Absolutely no
clouds, no rain, only sun. Sun all
the way to Salt Lake!
Utah welcomed Deb and I back to
the states with a fireworks show.
Salt Lake to home in 12 hours.
We are met with strong winds in
Colorado and the winds and rain in
New Mexico. It’s really good to be
home.
The packing was spot on. Did not
have to use any of my emergency
stuff, but used absolutely
everything else except the mosquito
net hat.
What’s next? I’m thinking an
African Safari is moving up my
bucket list. I’m not sure what big
adventure is next for me and SheBike.
I can’t imagine anything grander
than what we’ve accomplished the
last two years. We’ll see.
– Susie

Officially it was 7,986 miles. I changed
my oil twice in under two weeks. I may
actually get good at that. I am scared to
look at my air filter.
I think I wore every piece of clothing
and gear that I took. I found that
synthetic pants were more practical than
jeans, they are lighter and more water
resistant.

Officers

President:

David Hudson
890-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Deany Borlin
899-3220
DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Activities:

RJ Mirabal
299-4916
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Rally Chair:

Richard Knowles,
750-4755
rjknowles@aol.com

A light pair of long undies was useful
for the cold days off the bike too. Both
Susie and I neglected to bring warm
enough socks. Even though my boots
are water proof, once they get wet they
act like a swamp cooler while drying.
I used dry bags and they hold up to
driving rain well. Top loading bags that
roll down are the way to go. We got
loads of comments on how bright our
Scorpion helmets were. My Olympia
gear repelled the hard rain well and I
was dry the whole time. My Gortex Held
gloves worked until they got saturated
with about four hours of hard rain.
Heated gear rocks, and staying
comfortable helps alertness. Heated
grips are also great in that in-between
weather.
I am still in awe of the diverse beauty
of our earth. The next adventure is
beyond my imagination, but I know it is
just a matter of when not if.
– deb
Check out the Rides section of the
Message Board for the unabridged version
of the adventure: all the photos, all the
commentary, all the excitement uncut!

Treasurer:

Susie,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary:

Reid Hester,
292-5678
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Helm,
(619) 823-3209
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

Webmaster:

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
The Legendary Shaft
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he R e a r V ie w

Inside this issue: the
conclusion of Deb and
Susie’s trek to Alaska.
The dogs, the wildlife, the
mountains, the permafrost,
the mosquitos!

