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Motorcycling = Organizing

A

f r i e n d r e m a r k e d t h at r i d i n g a m o t o r c yc l e m u s t b e q u i t e a c h ao t i c
activity. I wondered about that for a minute or two, because it didn’t sit right with my
riding experience.

Riding is actually an organizing experience
for me. It demands focus and attention, both

to operate a complex machine like a motorcycle – requiring both hands and feet in
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continuous coordination – and to remain in
one piece in the shifting patterns of traffic.
Sure, there’s plenty of crazy stuff happening
out on the road, but in the concentration required by good riding it becomes more of a
Continued on page 2
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We went for a ride! A day in the Jemez may not be a big deal for most, but getting away for a whole day was pure luxury for us. Clockwise from top left:
taking a break after the twisties leading into the Jemez. Then taking a break at Valle Grande before entering the twisties in Bandelier. Then our favorite diner
in Pojoaque, filling up after the twisties between Bandelier and White Rock. Finally, stopping for coffee at Java Junction in Madrid after the twisty on North 14.
changing puzzle of which I’m a piece, moving in and out of available
slots as I go down the road.
Flow with the Go
On a really good day I can enter the “flow” experience, where I seem to
merge with the bike and we fly down the road as if we were one. That
is when all the clutter in my mind is swept away and all that’s left is the
road, and I am effortlessly gliding through the mountains or through
the traffic. I think it’s that zen experience that draws many, if not most,
riders to a lasting relationship with motorcycles.
I often don’t even realize I’ve achieved that state until it’s over, and I
can look back and marvel at the adventure I’ve just had. It doesn’t really
matter whether it’s the twisties or the city, or what bike I’m on. One of
my most memorable rides was in the sort-of-rural part of western New
Jersey on a Honda CM-450A, which was not exactly the most stimulating of bikes. But the ride seemed to happen by itself, the bike cutting
effortlessly through the hills and corners, all the concerns of urban New
York life washed away in the sheer involvement with the ride.
That’s a big part of the draw of sport riding, for me. When I approach
my limits, attention and skill are demanded. I can’t dawdle or daydream,
and that forces a kind of clearing out of my mind. I focus moment by
moment, and after a while that concentration provides a bit of lasting

space in my head, a release from the week’s stress. Of course, there’s
also the adrenalin rush, but that’s another column.
At various times in my riding career different kinds of riding have
provided the same qualities. Cross country trips can clear out extraneous thought, though it’s spread across hours and days and thousands
of miles rather than a quick sprint up to the Peak.
Even city riding can do it, in the same way as sport riding, by demanding awareness and pushing unnecessary thoughts away. I have
found that while riding in traffic my mind can unconsciously discern
patterns everywhere, and I can predict what drivers will do with almost
magical accuracy. I don’t know how it works or what part of my brain
is operating, but it’s certainly a different piece than the one worrying
about fixing the dishwasher.
I don’t think you can purposely create flow, only the conditions in
which it becomes possible to occur. Motorcycling has been, for me, an
ideal medium for entering that state of meditative emptiness and direct
experience that provides a respite from the cares of life. It’s what recharges me and gives me the space to deal with problems from a fresh
perspective.
I often don’t find what I need until I stop looking for it, and ultimately
that’s what flow is all about.
David Wilson, Editor
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The Sandia BMW

Open House and Fashion Show

by Mark Winslow, photos by Mark Winslow and David Wilson
About 70 attended the Sandia Open House on April 11. Late to the party, Michelle I nearly missed
out on the enchiladas, taquitos and green chile stew, but got a plate before it was gone. After
dinner, Ara Gureghian, aka “BeemerChef,” did a slide show of some of his travels over the past 6
years on “Old Faithful,” his 280,000 mile R1100GS with a sidecar attached. The sidecar allows
Spirit, his rescue Pit Bull, to ride in style. Ara covered his trips from his home base in Big Bend,
TX to Tuweep, AZ on the north rim of the Grand Canyon; Death Valley and Northern California.
The highlight of the show was his movie of Spirit with helmet and doggles in the sidecar rolling
down the road.
Misfortune brought Ara to Sandia. After 280,000 miles, “Old Faithful” gave up her timing chain, resulting in a total engine failure. It was decided the best course was to find a
donor engine and replace the entire lump. You can follow Ara and Spirits travels on his blog at
www.theoasisofmysoul.com where he posts some great photography and stories. A trained Chef,
Ara also shares some easy one pan meals for cooking on the road.
Continued on page 4
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Following Ara’s talk, a Fashion Show featuring KLM riding gear was held. Club members
were the models, including Jon and Kim
Helms, Susie McRee, Mark Davis, Jan and

others too famous to be named.

by Susie McRee
At the Tech Session John Jordan plugged a
tire and talked about how battery chargers
can extend your battery life up to seven
years. He also told the story of being out
in the middle of nowhere when his bike
wouldn’t start. He sat for a while trying to
figure out what to do, then tried to start the
bike again. It worked! He said the sun had
warmed it up, something good to remember
if you wind up in his shoes.
May 2012
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Monday

A

Ride

by Bill Olsson
eft the house around 9:30am with no particular plan. Stopped in at Jemez Dam, then
I headed on up to the Gilman Tunnels area.
The pavement ends a little way up the road. This
road is dirt/gravel for 17 miles up to NM 126. I
discovered, much to my dismay, that the road
had been recently re-graveled. The bike, even
with “semi-dual sport” tires handled very well.
A nice section of old gravel.
Much of the Jemez has been burned in the
last few years. On intersecting NM 126, I went
up to Fenton Hill and took the Lake Fork Mesa
road around the old Geothermal Site. The first
mile of this road is very rocky and rough. Not for the Goldwing class motorcycle! The road follows
close to the northern edge of the mesa. Fenton Lake State Park is down in the canyon. The mesa
was burned a few years ago. First trees to return are the aspens.
After the rocky section, the road is pretty nice. At 2.3 miles out on to the mesa, I turned
around. Now it was time to hightail it home via NM 126, NM 4 etc. No falls, nothing broken on
the bike or me.
Great day!

L
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S u s i e , twf
and the
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Good weather,
good food

by Susie McRee
Astir (and little Astir), Kitty, and I are members of Two Wheel Females. We headed out on
April 22 to get in some State Parks for our 2012
Challenge (including a daunting trip to Morphy
Lake!). Mark was our photographer. We hit
some roads I’ve never been on before. It was a
great day.

words and pictures by Marcelo Vasquez
I was happy to come back from my hiatus in the islands to great end of March weather. On April
3 I stopped at The Holler, that hole in the wall restaurant in Madrid which opened after the Cuban
Restaurant self-demise. It has been there a while, but I never felt like stepping in. My bad...
Those of you who know Madrid know where my bike is parked, and can figure why I stopped.
So, after I complied with nature, and realizing the chicas weren’t going to give me the time of the
day, red Ducati or not…I crossed the road and entered The Holler.
There was a chap there playing guitar and harmonica, and they had added lots of outside
sitting and a bar. The chef-owner hails from South Florida and, while Florida is not really “The
South” (only geographically), he had been heavily influenced by Americans who know how to
cook real food. As a former Charleston SC resident, I appreciated the Shrimp, Cheese Grits and
Fried Green Tomatoes Stack. It was simply delicious!
My comadre had a Bison Burger. First time in my life I see a burger served inside a toasted
biscuit, with a side of cheese grits. She said it was phenomenal. Just passing data...
Have a good one! Spring is here!
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LOE B MW R C ale n dar
General Calendar Info
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride, notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted to the Calendar, which is located under
“Events” on the left side of our Home Page.

On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Sunday, May 6

Traveling Breakfast

In Cedar Crest at the Greenside Cafe, just
north of Coffee at Dawn’s. See the menu at
www.greensidecafe.net. Meet between 7:30
and 8:30 am.
Friday-Sunday, May 11-13

Ice Cream Ride

Premier ride of the year featuring paved and
dirt routes along with plenty of bench racing

M ay

Thursday-Sunday, July 12-15

and shooting the bull in the evening. There may
be beer after a day of riding, you never know!

Paonia Rally

Wednesday, May 30

Rally Meeting

6:30 pm at Lynn Coburn’s house. Check the
web site for more details, or contact Mark
at 433-5158, mwinslow36@comcast.net.
Sunday, June 3

Ride4Kids®

This is the annual event LOE BMW R supports
and excels at in terms of our club participation and the fund raising efforts of individual
members, especially Tom and Donna Mitchell.
See their fund raising site at: www.firstgiving.
com/fundraiser/thomasmitchell3/2012albu
querquerideforkids For general ride information see: http://www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids/
events/2012/albuquerque.html
Registration opens at 8 a.m. and closes at
9:45 a.m. The escorted ride starts at 10 a.m.
sharp, rain or shine!
The ride will loop back to the start point.
After a light lunch, participants will enjoy a
Celebration of Life program that features
interviews with young brain tumor survivors –
the Ride for Kids® “stars” of the day. Award
presentations to top fundraisers will follow.
Let’s see a whole herd of BMWs at this
year’s ride. More details will follow concerning a LOE BMW R group ride to the launch
site (Mesa del Sol Fields at Journal Pavilion)
of the Ride4Kids.

This is the 41st year Paonia has been the site
of this great Colorado rally hosted by the
BMW Motorcycle Club of Colorado. Because
this rally is popular with many LOE BMW R
members, there will be a number of groups
riding up. Post or check on our Forum to see
who’s making the trek so you can join in. For
more details: http://www.coloradobeemers.
org/content/view/2/25/

Bavarian Mountain Weekend
Rally

One of the finest BMW and all-brand motorcycle rallies in the West in a great setting.
There are lots of reasons for attending, but
perhaps the best reason of all is the people.
Begin planning for a great weekend with your
kind of people – motorcyclists!
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Note Concerning the Calendar
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.

Ride to Mary Lou’s cabin

Continued on page 8
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Friday-Sunday, September 7-9

June, on a Sunday to be determined
With a grilled cook out. Meat will be provided
by Mary Lou with everyone else bringing a
pot luck item (that’s what bags on a bike are
for!).
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Sometime in July

National Events

A weekend motel camping and riding in
Cloudcroft area rivaling the Ice Cream Ride
only over different twisty roads (paved and
dirt) in the Sacramento Mountains. Chad will
organize this one.

Friday-Sunday, May 18-20

Cloudcroft Ride

Roadrunner Rally

With lodging in Walsenberg in Colorado. Reid
will lead.

Prescott, Arizona
This year the rally moves to northern
Arizona. Fee includes camping, Friday
and Saturday dinner, hot showers, entertainment and more. Nearby motels and
cabins, as well as bunk reservations are
also available. Call 480-861-2816 or contact
www.azbeemers.org/rally for more info.

Saturday, August 25

Thursday-Sunday, June 14-17

Saturday-Sunday, August 11-12

Spanish Peaks Ride

Ride to Ojo Calente Hot
Springs

Ease away those aching muscles. Overnight
lodging at Ojo Calente, lead by Mary Lou.
Saturday, October 6

Trinity Site Ride

Possible ride down south of Socorro, but we
need a ride leader. May be a day ride or overnighter, depends.
Sunday, October 14

El Morro Ride

With Jon where he will be entertaining the
troops during riding breaks. There will be
some new sites to see along the way, so it
won’t be an exact repeat of last fall’s ride.
Tuesday, October 30

Riding Challenge ends

Turn in your forms!
December

Christmas Party

Date and place to be determined; start losing
weight now in preparation!

BMW RA Rally

Copper Mountain, Colorado
Make no mistake, the 2012 RA Rally will be a
riders’ event. The site and surroundings will
present a plethora of roads and scenery for
every rider, street and dirt. This will be unlike
any previous RA rally and luckily it coincides
with BMW’s focus on the off roading aspects
of their GS line of motorcycles. There will be
rides laid out for everybody’s delight, whether you’re two-up on your K1600GT or on
your knobbied and armored GS. Difficult and
easy treks will be highlighted, so there’ll be
something for everybody, from mildly daunting ascents on graded dirt trails or canyon
carving with your audio system turned up! All
motorcycle makes and Right-Attitude riders
are welcome. Expand your horizons and plan
on being there!
Copper Mountain is a visual delight and is
unique in lots of ways. Prepare to be comfortably ensconced within a luxury resort if you
wish or camp if you prefer, with shopping and
culinary delights available all day long and
into the well-lit night. Long time serious GS
adventurer, pro photographer and Colorado
native Mike Rand knows the territory by

memory, has ridden in places seldom seen,
and has designed RA routes for us all, from
K1600GT to G650GS.
Go to www.bmwra.org/d/node/19 for
more information.

SMRI Track / Racing days

The world famous band features our own
Gary Oleson playing one string for all it’s
worth!
May 5

The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing Inc is New
Mexico’s only AMA sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org or call
281-5216 for details.

La Montanita Co-op
“Garden Party”

At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the top
of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.

O’Niell’s Pub

SMRI Track Day Schedule

May 19
August 11

June 10
July 14
September 9 October 7

SMRI Race Schedule

May 20
August 12
October 21

2400 Rio Grande NW, 10:30 – 11:30 am
July 1

4310 Central SE, 4 -7 pm
July 22

O’Niell’s Pub

3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4-7 pm
August 26

O’Niell’s Pub

June 24
July 15
September 23

3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4-7 pm
September 7

BMW Motorcycle Rally
Sipapu

October 6

Art Festival

Roswell Art Museum
October 13

Gondola Club
International Hot Air
Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque
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LOE B MW R N e ws

Last year’s Ride4Kids® saw a parking lot full
of bikes under cool, sunny skies. Right: Mark,
Donna & Tom pose with you-know-who. Come
on down June 3 and check out this year’s ride.

The ride4kids & LOE BMW R

The club has always had a significant presence in the Ride4Kids®. Last year club
members Tom & Donna Mitchell were the
top individual fund raisers with $10,522. The
LOE BMW R was the number two club, with
$13,235 (when you register, you can designate a club and a local dealer for recognition)
– #1 was the GWRRA NM-W. Sandia BMW
was the number two dealer with $19,517 – #1
was Accessory Pit. In total, the even raised
over $63,000 for the Pediatric Brain Tumor
Foundation.
In addition to the food provided, which is
usually all any club member needs to know to
show up, the Ride4Kids® also has some great
prizes, including helmets, tires and even a
new motorcycle! They also have some cool
stuff for raising certain amounts of donations,
such as hats, shirts, jackets and backpacks.
Not to mention there’s tons of bike tires to

kick, plenty of fun to be had, and red lights to
drive through along the parade route.
Ride4Kids® general info
See Tom and Donna’s fund raising site at:
www.firstgiving.com / fundraiser / thomasmitchell3 / 2012albuquerquerideforkids and
pitch in if you can’t get to the ride yourself.
Registration for the ride opens at 8 am
and closes at 9:45 am. The escorted ride
starts at 10 am sharp, rain or shine, and
lunch follows. For general information on
the Ride4Kids® go to www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids/events/2012/albuquerque.html
See May’s ride calendar for more information on the club’s participation in the
Ride4Kids®.

June 17, 2012
Motorado Classic
Motorcycle Show

Jim Davidson

by RJ Mirabal
Whether you are a motorcyclist or just looking for a fun afternoon, this is the place to
be on Father’s Day. The show will take place,
noon to 5 pm, in the La Tienda parking area.
La Tienda is a shopping/community center located just outside of Santa Fe in the Eldorado
Community. Free admission. The Motorado
Classic Motorcycle Show is a fundraiser for the
Santa Fe Animal Shelter and Humane Society.
During the afternoon, pre-1983 classic
motorcycles will be on display. The bikes will
be judged and awards presented to the best
in their categories. Sponsors will display their
products and services. Many restaurants are
located nearby. Extend your fun into the evening at the post-event party hosted by the
Santa Fe Brewing Co. Tap Room at La Tienda.
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by RJ Mirabal
It is my sad duty to share this message about
one of our club members from Ronnie Fry:
“Sadly, I am reporting that Jim Davidson
passed away peacefully last night with his family beside him. Jim and I always thought so much
of our New Mexico friends, and were delighted
that you guys became a part of our lives. He and
I both are very grateful for your support. Kindest
personal regards to you all, Ronnie Fry.”
Jim and Ronnie ran one of the best little
BMW Motorcycle dealerships in Lubbock
back in the 90s and early 2000s. They were
highly customer friendly and enjoyed a great
deal of business from New Mexico club
members. Ronnie and Jim have continued
to be family for many of us and I extend our
heartfelt sympathy to his family and friends.
The Long Ride has now started for you, Jim;
Godspeed.
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WELCOME TO THE MOUNTAINTOP OF MOTORCYCLES.
With the most compact and fuel-efficient inline six-cylinder production motorcycle engine ever built, innovative features like Adaptive Headlights
and its groundbreaking Duolever front suspension, the new BMW K1600 GTL truly is taking touring bikes to a whole new level.
To see the new 2012 K1600 GTL and for
special offers, visit:

Laguna Vista Challenge

The manager at Laguna Vista Lodge sent this
offer for anyone out visiting the bonus sites
for the 2012 Riding Challenge:
We are so pleased you included our establishment in your 2012 Riding Challenge. I
have talked to the owner and we would like to
offer a few incentives/bonuses to your riders.
We are offering 10% off and a free room
upgrade to any of your members that would
like to stay the night, they just have to mention
that they are participating in the 2012 Riding
Challenge (excluding holidays of course).
We have cabins with porches that their
bikes can be parked on to protect from the
elements if they would like to stay over.

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
505-884-0066
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

A New Shop In Santa Fe

Bring their copy of “Hoist a Cold One”, our
bartenders would be happy to sign it and if
the owners are in town they would too.
If they would like to purchase a copy at our
Saloon, they can receive $5 off.
A free tour is offered to anyone that wants
to tour the Haunted Brothel (hours vary,
please call to check).
When a group is passing through or decide to stay the night, with advanced notice
we may be able to have our 2012-2013 Miss
New Mexico Saloon Girl show up for a visit.
If you have any question please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely, Sue
Laguna Vista Lodge Manager
1-800-821-2093
www.lagunavistalodge.com

by Rafa
A new shop has opened on the south side
of Santa Fe called World Motorcycles. It’s
owned by a young fellow named Doug Suggs.
He has a franchise for Beta bikes, but since he
is new, he only has one bike. He also is getting a franchise for one of the many Chinese
scooters. He has worked as a bike mechanic at Santa Fe BMW, and for Richard at the
Motorcycle/Scooter shop in Santa Fe.
World Motorcycles is located just off
Highway 14 at Rancho Viejo Rd, a half mile
south of I-25.
It’s pretty quiet there so I’m sure he’d
appreciate a visit if only to say hi. You can
contact him at 505-428-0319 , or douge@
worldmoto.comcast.net

Mileage Queens Thread

started by Robert Keen
Congratulations to Deany Borlin and Susie
McRee for making the top 25 finishers in the
2011 BMW mileage contest!
Ditto! – Kent Christensen
Our LOE BMW R women are the best!
Congratulations! – RJ Mirabal
Thanks! Wow! We were hoping we made
it, had made our calculations and knew we
should. We even received a pin stating “High
Miler.” Kern owes us dinner at Vernons. Or
at least that’s what I heard him say. – Susie
McRee
Whew, I’m glad this thread isn’t about old
cross dressers… – Dean Jones
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Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-494-7841
santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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LOE B MW R Clu b i n fo
Office r s

S u bmit to th e S haft

J o i n th e LOE B MW R

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your contributions to:

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

President
David Hudson
890-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Secretary
Terry Rowley
292-7251
terrymrowley@yahoo.com

Vice President
Chad Petty
307-9393
chad@chadpetty.com

Newsletter
David Wilson
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Activities
RJ Mirabal
299-4916
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Membership Services
Lynn Coburn
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.

Rally Chair
Mark Winslow
433-5158
mwinslow36@comcast.net

Membership Records
Kim Helm
(619) 823-3209
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.

Treasurer
Susie
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Webmaster
webmaster@loebmwr.org

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact Kim Helm, info@loebmwr.org

Newsletter design and production by

david@ david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment
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