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Wax Along

S

ince i missed the entire fall riding se a son i have in ste ad been wa xing
nostalg ic on pa st motorc ycling adventures . so to in spire future trip s
and encour ag e you to wa x a s well , my favorite roads!

My most memorable view in New Mexico,
which catches my breath every time I
experience it, is Route 64 through the
mountains from Tres Piedras to Tierra
Amarilla. I can still feel the cool (or cold
depending on the season, but it’s never hot)

top of that road.
Heading south on the Route 64, the High
Road from Taos, opens again and again into
breathtaking views toward mountains east
and west, forcing a rider to decide whether
to focus on the technical road, which is a
roller coaster blast even though it’s now been
straightened, or to slow down and savor the

air as I top the twisties leading to the peak
and descend the even twistier west side, the
land opening in a view so wide it seems I can
follow the curvature of the earth. In the fall it
is spectacularly colorful, and I can think of no
better way to close the season than from the

Continued on page 2

BMW MOA Charter #123

BMW RA Charter #81

To control this pdf file, press Escape to leave fullscreen view. Use the Page Up and Page Down keys
or click on the arrows in the lower corners to go to
the next or previous page, or select a page number
from the list at the bottom of the page.

November 2012

The Legendary Shaft

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

�

My first ride in over 10 weeks was a weekend
test-commute. I wasn’t sure how the broken
wrist would handle the vibration, counter
steering or clutch operation, but made it back
in one piece. The clutch turned out to be the
hardest part, and getting my strength back is
harder than the actual healing process. But
I’m happy to be back on the road, even though
it now seems to be turning into winter. I’ll see
you on the road soon, I hope!
best New Mexico vistas in the state.
Even though it’s practically a motorcycling cliché, the Enchanted Circle from Taos to Red River
and back has never gotten old for me in nearly 25 years of riding it. It has so many changes of
scenery, almost all in the mountains, and intense technical sections followed by straight bits
allowing for some R&R, that it is pretty much the perfect motorcycle road. I’ve been there at
it’s hottest, which isn’t very hot, and when it’s snowing like crazy, and every ride provides a
memorable experience. On my desk at work sits a photo of my first K75 parked just outside
Angel Fire on my first experience of New Mexico in 1988, and I still remember that ride.
If you want lots of nothing New Mexico has plenty of that too. A long flat road can be a Zen
experience, opening up and focusing at the same time. A couple of my favorite “empty glass”
roads both lead to Carrizozo: Routes 42 and 54 from the north and 380 from the west. The
80 miles straight down from Willard, usually with little traffic, is like an hour of meditation. But
watch how fast you go, there’s oftentimes law hanging out around Carrizozo. Route 380 includes
the spare, beautiful Valley of Fires, mile after mile of black lava rock. If you want a twistier, lessmeditative romp through some lava try Route 117 south from Acoma to Quemado. If you’re on
the way to the Ice Cream Ride, it’s worth the extra trip to the west.
Of course, the Ice Cream Ride is also the gateway to the Holy Motorcycle Grail of the Southwest,
Route 191 in eastern Arizona. If you have the energy, it’s hard to resist turning around and riding
it end to end until the sun goes down. It exemplifies everything that sport motorcycling (and so,
BMW riding) is about. Mile after mile of chicken-strip burning twisties through some of the most
stunning scenery in our region, and no guardrails anywhere. It’s fast, dangerous, and beautiful,
just like riding should be. If the Tail of the Dragon in South Carolina is 318 curves in 11 miles, 191 is

about 600 curves in 70 miles. It should be called the “Draggin’”, as in draggin’ your pegs.
I doubt there’s anybody in the club who hasn’t done the Jemez loop from Bernalillo to Santa
Fe, it is kind of a biking staple where we live. Like heading up 14 to Dawn’s on Sunday. There
have been times when I don’t have a full day to ride, and the Jemez comes up as the best ride in
the time I’ve got. Once I’m there, though, I forget that I’ve ridden that route so many times the
bike can practically do it by itself. It is one beautiful picture after another, with roads that aren’t
as challenging as some and not as well kept as others, but are just fun from end to end. Even in
my stunted motorcycle career of the moment, I can get to the Jemez several times a year, and I
always come home glad I went. In the spring and the fall the trees in the Jemez River valley mark
the changing seasons beside the looping road. Then winding up the hill from Jemez Springs the
mountains rise up to surround you. Eventually there is a breather at Valle Grande, followed by
the more technical ride into Bandelier. It’s a ride I’ve done since before moving to this enchanting
state, and have never gotten tired of. I think I’ve seen it in every mood from blistering heat to deep
snow, and thought it wonderful every time.
This is pavement, which is all I’ve done so far. Since most of the BMWs around here seem to
be GS’s it’s obvious that there are far, far more fabulous vistas to be found off the pavement trail.
I hope to discover some of that when David starts riding, and I know that there is an encyclopedia
of knowledge regarding that in the club. Some years the GS rides in the club calendar outnumber
the road rides two to one. I only know the most obvious ones, or ones I’ve dipped my toe in on
my street bike, which is not at all suited to the dusty trail. That’s a whole other world of riding I’m
just waiting to discover.
David Wilson, editor
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One Great Ride

A fun-filled cross-country motorcycle museum ride
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My 18 day long ride

covered 5724 miles in 23 states
New Mexico

Ohio

Virginia

Colorado

Pennsylvania

Tennessee

Texas

West Virginia

Alabama

Kansas

New Jersey

Georgia

Nebraska

New York

Mississippi

Iowa

Connecticut

Louisiana

Illinois

Rhode Island

Arkansas

Indiana

Massachusetts

I saw five motorcycle
museums, lots of road
kill, magnificent weather
and beautiful scenery.
The weather was mostly cooperative and
afforded me a wonderful early fall ride. I
had to use my rain gear for a short time on
four days. Rain was falling gently while I was
traveling through the Pocono Mountains in
Pennsylvania, the leaves were changing colors
and it was an absolutely awesome sight.
Road kill included cats, dogs, squirrels,
deer, skunks, opossum, raccoons, one horse
and one cow. There were also some I was
unable to recognize.

All that can be said here is this: the USA
is a beautiful country and each state has
something wonderful to see.
“Mom and Pop” type restaurants are always
on my list of things to do and I found quite a
bunch of them. Foods I found there included
fish, lentil soup, turtle soup, lasagna, waffles,
grits and some great barbecue. Mmm, mmm
good!

Five Museums

first

The
was the Rocky Mountain
Motorcycle Museum in Colorado Springs.
This building is filled with an amazing amount
of history and nostalgia. Within ten seconds
of entering the museum, I was looking at a
November 2012
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Long-time club member Frank Allen recently made an
appearance in Albuquerque the Magazine. The article is
about cool jobs, and chronicles Frank’s job as a “HarleyDavidson Rider’s Edge” instructor for the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation at Thunderbird Harley-Davidson. It also recounts
the time he went riding with Elvis.

copy of my very first motorcycle, a 1948 Indian Chief. Wow! What a wonderful way to start this
motorcycling adventure.

Second was the Kansas Motorcycle Museum in Marquette. This museum has a strong
emphasis on motorcycle racing dating back to the 1920’s and ‘30’s.

third

The
museum was the National Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa, Iowa. As I was
riding toward it I was surprised to see the name of the city “Ottumwa,” the home town of Radar
O’Reilly of MASH fame, so I had to detour the 100 miles or so to see it. It was worth the time
because I enjoyed a fantastic barbecue lunch at an old fashioned “Mom and Pop” diner.
This Iowa museum has a beautiful collection of early motorcycles that truly look like motorized
bicycles from the 1890’s to the 1920’s. Unlike the first two museums, this building was more
spacious, making everything on display more pleasurable to view.

Fourth was the Motorcycle Hall of Fame in Pickerington, Ohio. It has a wonderful setting

in a hillside location surrounded by tall trees. It also included a nice entrance and covered parking
for motorcycles. The inside is clean, neat, spacious and all of the displays are a pleasure to view.
There were also clean restrooms, a closet area for riding gear, a refreshment area, a TV viewing
area, and a gift shop. Friendly, helpful people are there to greet you. It was a beautifully arranged
museum with motorcycles covering over a century of time and history.

Before continuing on to my final museum I spent four days with my twin brother Pete and
his wife Barbara in North Smithfield, Rhode Island. We reminisced, ate too much, caught up on
things, and enjoyed each other’s company. I can actually admit to feeling lost in my hometown—I
guess that means I’ve been away too long. I’ve only been there for about 20 days in the last 40
years. It was great to be with relatives and friends I had not seen in a very long time.

final

museum was the Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum in Birmingham,
My
Alabama. It was a gorgeous museum, motorcycle heaven. The grounds of the facility are in the
outlying area of Birmingham, away from the busy business district. A manicured entrance and
grounds, nicely landscaped, a long entrance, and then the beautiful museum building came into
view. A circular motorcycle parking area was conveniently located in front of the main entrance.
Each guest is greeted immediately. There were five floors of viewing pleasure inside this
motorcycling mecca. There were also some amazing race cars and classic automobiles to see. I
started my tour on the 5th floor by elevator, then went downward walking the circular stairways
while viewing history and 100 years of excitement on wheels. Each display had a narrative with
information particular to that item. Adjacent to the museum was a car and motorcycle track.
Porsches were out the day I was there.

I thought the last two museums were the best of all.
November 2012
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General Calendar Info

the South Valley.

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

Sunday, December 2

On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

The Message Board Lives!
The Message Board is once again fully
functional and is now open for people to
register. If anyone has problems or questions
they can email forum@nmbmwmc.org.
Sunday, November 4

Traveling Breakfast

9 am, Mi Mexico(old El Comalero where we
went year before last) 2511 Isleta Blvd, SW in
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The world famous band features our
own Gary Oleson playing one string for
all it’s worth!
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looking for a few members to host this event.
Tom V has volunteered his home as the third
stop so we are in need of the first two stops.
The club pays for all the food and beverages
and provides all the customers. You will be
rewarded with leftovers and plenty of thanks
from all the freeloaders. Post your reply on the
Message Board or contact me at 890-8972
or cdavidhudson@yahoo.com.

Traveling Breakfast

9 am, La Fonda del Bosque, in the Hispanic
Cultural Center, 1701 4th St SW at the
intersection of 8th and Bridge, entrance on
the North side of the center
Saturday, December 8

Christmas Party

The Christmas Party will be held (as last year)
at Ezra’s between 11:30 am and 3:00 pm.
Ezra’s is located at the Lucky 66 Bowl at 6132
4th St NW, just a few feet south of the Village
of Los Ranchos. Ezra’s will be serving from
their regular Saturday brunch as well as their
regular lunch menu. The mileage contest
winners will be announced and there will be
other entertaining activities as well. See you
there!

November 25

O’Niell’s Pub

3301 Juan Tabo NE
(4 – 7 pm)

Sunday, January 6

December 2

8 am, 66 Diner (in the back “garage” room),
1405 Central Ave NE. Park in the rear so you
can watch your bike if desired.
We need a place for the March Traveling
Breakfast because by that time we will
have digested all of our portions from the
Progressive Breakfast of February 3. Your
suggestions please.

4310 Central SE
(4 - 7 pm)

Traveling Breakfast

O’Niell’s Pub
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December 23

O’Niell’s Pub

3301 Juan Tabo NE
(4 – 7 pm)

Note Concerning the Calendar
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.

Sunday, February 3

Progressive Breakfast

The 2012 football season in full swing can
only mean two things to us die hard motorcycle riders…breaking out the cold weather
riding gear and beginning the season with our
traditional Progressive Breakfast, coinciding
with the Super Bowl. To this end the club is
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WELCOME TO THE MOUNTAINTOP OF MOTORCYCLES.
With the most compact and fuel-efficient inline six-cylinder production motorcycle engine ever built, innovative features like Adaptive Headlights
and its groundbreaking Duolever front suspension, the new BMW K1600 GTL truly is taking touring bikes to a whole new level.
To see the new 2012 K1600 GTL and for
special offers, visit:

LOE B MW R N e ws
2013 Progressive Breakfast

by David Hudson
With the 2012 football season in full swing
complete with concussions, broken noses
and lots of Bud Light being consumed, that
can mean only two things to us diehard
motorcycle riders…breaking out the cold
weather riding gear and starting the season
by our traditional Progressive Breakfast on
Sunday, February 3, 2013 coinciding with the
NFL also celebrating with the Super Bowl.
To this end the club is looking for a few
members to host this event by opening up
their homes to our fellow riders to enjoy stuffing themselves with a gigantic three course
breakfast served at three different locations

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-494-7841
santafebmwmotorcycles.com

Moto GP in Austin
April 21, 2013

beginning at 8 am at the first house, 10 at the
second and around noon at the third and final
stop, which also includes a club meeting with
the election/sentencing of the new officers.
Tom Volkmann, after having returned from
his two year all expense paid grand tour of
China, with has volunteered his home as the
third stop so we are still in need of the first
two stops. The club pays for all the food and
beverages and provides all the customers.
Don’t be bashful. Open up your homes to
your fellow members for just one hour or so
on February 3. You will be rewarded with
leftovers and plenty of thanks from all the
freeloaders.
Post your reply on the message board or
contact me, cdavidhudson@yahoo.com, or
890-8972.

from Mark Winslow
The new Circuit of the Americas
in Austin, Texas, will host a round
of the MotoGP championship in
2013 as well as a Formula One
grand prix.
The International Motorcycling
Federation (FIM) published a new,
provisional, 19-race calendar on
Tuesday with the circuit pencilled
in for April 21 as the third round.
Austin’s arrival will mean the
United States has three races
on the calendar, with the others
at Indianapolis and Laguna Seca,
California.
November 2012
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6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
505-884-0066
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com
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LOE B MW R Clu b i n fo
Office r s

S u bmit to th e S haft

Jo i n th e LOE B MW R

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your contributions to:

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

President
David Hudson
890-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Secretary
Terry Rowley
280-8621
terrymrowley@yahoo.com

Vice President
Chad Petty
307-9393
chad@chadpetty.com

Newsletter
David Wilson
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Activities
RJ Mirabal
299-4916
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Membership Services
Lynn Coburn
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.

Rally Chair
Mark Winslow
433-5158
mwinslow36@comcast.net

Membership Records
Kim Helm
(619) 823-3209
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.

Treasurer
Susie
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Webmaster
webmaster@loebmwr.org

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact Kim Helm, info@loebmwr.org

Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment
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Welcome to Autumn, Early October at Dawn’s
You wouldn’t know it judging by the green leaves still on the trees, but the season started to wind down in October even at Dawn’s
in Cedar Crest. Even though the weather was incredibly unseasonable for the whole month, the huge summer crowds gave way to
heavier jackets and more open parking spaces. Of course, club members still showed up after Sunday breakfast – a little cool weather
can’t keep the LOE BMW R from a good cup of coffee. David felt his super powers expanding in the presence of so many classic and
cool motorcycles. Now winter approaches, the electric gear comes out, and David packs his shorts away for another season. But his
super powers only get more formidable as he grows out of one pair of shoes after another, waiting only for his legs to at last be long
enough to reach the footpegs from the pillion. Then he will be Super Traveler, able to leap tall ditches in a single bound. The way he’s
growing, that should be next spring. Photo by David Wilson
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