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Business Friends
I’ve heard about Don Cameron’s 
Veteran’s Day barbecue ever since com-
ing to New Mexico, but this was the 
first year I actually got to attend. Since 
was also his last, hundreds of people 
showed up from all over the country to 
wish him well. Don is the kind of per-
son who you like the minute you meet 
him, and has built up an enormous 
number of connections over his many 
years in the motorsports business.

I was lucky enough to spend some 
extra time with him on this trip. He 
took our whole extended family up Mt 
McKinley north of Deming, on a hike the 
books called “relentless”. And so it was.

But on the miles of jarring dirt roads 
and steep mountain trails I got to talk 
to Don more than I have in the whole 
15 years I’ve been acquainted with him. 
What I found was a man who doesn’t dis-
tinguish between friends and business 
relationships, but treats each with the 
same attention and quality. I think that 
must certainly be the “secret” to Don’s 
success in the business world, and why 
nearly 200 people traveled hours and 
days to have a last dinner with him.

Don is the kind of guy you like imme-
diately, and hae no problem entrusting 
your bike to for maintenance. Deming 
Cycles was the go-to place for our BMW 
community for years and years, both for 
service and when looking for a fair deal 
on a new machine. Don didn’t see his 
customers as walking wallets, but each 
one was a potential friend and part of his 

community, which reached far beyond 
his small corner of New Mexico.

I’m happy and honored to have attend-
ed at least one of his legendary barbecues, 
and even more to have spent some time 
getting to know a genuinely great person.

David Wilson, editor
Don Cameron is not 
only a biker, but an 
outdoorsman of all 
flavors. He took us on 
a hike up Mt McKinley 
north of Deming, a trip 
I would have never 
accomplished if left to 
my own devices. It was 
a beautiful if grueling 
walk, and a terrific 
time getting to know 
one of the New Mexico 
motorcycling legends.

Dues, shaft Delivery 
Notices
In order to help the club reduce costs, 
we will no longer provide a paper 
Shaft beginning January 1, 2012 
unless you respond to membership at 
kimmarie721@earthlink.net requesting 
a paper version continue to be mailed 
to you. The newsletter will be available 
online in the Members’ Only section 
of the website, and can be printed out 
at home if desired. You will receive an 
email from our editor to advise when 
the new issue is available.

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable 
on January 1. Nonpaying members will 
be rendered inactive on March 1st. 

www.nmbmwmc.org
mailto:kimmarie721@earthlink.net
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First day out and we did well. Weather 
was perfect and the wind low key. 
We made it to Salt Lake City in 
12 hours even with pretty heavy 
traffic on I-15. I always forget 
how beautiful 550, 491 and 191 
are. In Utah all of the rock 
formations seem to have color.

My buddy put us up in style in 
Salt Lake City and fed us well. 

This morning we had an awesome ride 
along the Snake River! I was laughing 
at the game crossing signs because a 
squirrel ran across the road at one. 

The water is deep out here and the 
river is close to road level – a couple of 
bridges just cleared the water. They are 
expecting another huge melt of snow 
from the mountains and flood alerts 
were out. It rained on the last pass 
on 93. The roads are terrible and the 
repairs are worse. 

We met up with George and are off to 
Canada tomorrow. 

– deb

It was 94 when we arrived in 
Salt Lake City. It seemed odd 
with the snow on the mountains. 
Deb’s friend Maria told us it was 
only in the 40’s the week before. 
We’ll have to check the flooding 
on the way home. Floods are even 
expected in downtown Missoula, 
which is where we are tonight.
There were black clouds all 

around us when we got into the 
mountains on 93. The guy at the 
restaurant where we ate lunch said 
his register went out twice today 

due to lightning. We just 
slipped right through it all.
We’ve been hitting bugs 

like crazy and we aren’t 
even in Alaska yet! My 
jacket looks like it’s been 
on the road for five weeks 
instead of two days.  
Canada tomorrow. I think 

we’ll be able to meander 
some since we’ve stayed on 

track thus far.
– Susie

Today we did well over 600 miles in 
and out of rain all day long. Can’t 
even begin to describe the depth of 
huge mountains and cedar trees and 
lakes, meadows and swamps. Saw my 
first bear black on the side of the road 
munching on grass. We also saw a 
huge buck on the side of the road, and 
just missed a huge fox that ran between 
Susie and I. We finally made it to 
Prince George only to find every hotel 
booked.

Thank God for heated gear which I 
wore all day.

Daylight until 11 pm is pretty 
amazing. 

– deb

While staying in Golden, an 
elderly gentlemen asked if we had 
any pins, which he collects. I 
had one, so I gave it to him and 
he gave all three of us pins.
We have ridden between snowy 

mountain ranges, up in the snow 
and fog. It has been fantastic. 
We had several river rides. Some 
lakes look turquoise. 

We saw our first bear by the 
side of the road yesterday. We saw 
two today by the side of the road 
and stopped to take pictures. I 
was getting increasingly nervous 
as he started moving closer to me. 
I’ve see how fast a bear can run 
up an embankment. SheBike was in 
first gear, ready to go.
At 10 pm the sun was still 

shining.
– Susie

We have been getting up at 6 am, 
loading the bikes and then traveling 
11-13 hours to our destination. In Prince 
George the only place open was a liquor 
store so went to get a beer. Canadians 
are way serious about their beer! We 
asked where the beer was and were led 
to a walk-in cold room with cases of 
beer. I almost heard angels singing in 
the background. The first mosquitos we 
encountered were big as birds.  

The scenery has been outstanding 
every day. The mountains are huge and 
the rivers always present. We haven’t 
turned an ugly corner. The roads are 
outstanding and no construction.

N to Alaska with Deb and Susie P a r t 1

by Deb Fuller and 
Susie McRee
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We have seen more animals than I 
can imagine, though no moose. The deer 
are huge and look as if fed steroids. I 
saw two black bears that were pretty 
interested in food at the side of the 
highway. We were able to get pretty 
close but I have to admit my clutch was 
in and my throttle hand ready to go. 

Today we took a walk to Cow 
Bay and had a great Americano at 
Cowpaccino’s. A cute, very cow oriented 
town. We saw crab cages stacked up 
and a couple of bald eagles.

– deb

Ferry Day 1. Met some nice folks 
on bikes. One gal was from Pagosa 
Springs. There were four in her 
group with a van following. There 
were two more guys on bikes that 
went to high school together, 
stayed in touch, and were now 
riding together. Met a couple 
of engineers that work on ships 
coming back home after being out 
for months. One offered to take 
us out on his boat when we make 
it to Valdez – deep sea fishing 
was on our list. It wouldn’t get 
any better than going fishing with 
a local.
Day 2. Raining all day, but 

the ferry is quite smooth. The 
beauty just can’t be described or 
captured in pictures. Our cabin 
was quite cold, even with the 
heater at 85. I slept with every 
piece of clothing I could manage. 
We saw our first whales, some 
breaching, and our first icebergs. 
Day 3. The ferry was two hours 

late. It was really raining, 
with some of the worst rain to 
date, but it was so incredibly 
beautiful to Haines Junction. 
Tomorrow night Tok and then 
Valdez for four nights. 
– Susie

So far the roads are not as bad as 
anticipated, though I understand we 
haven’t hit the worst. The roads do 
crack about every ten feet, but not as bad 
as Salt Lake City or I-10 in California.

Eagles are everywhere, and we often 
see them diving. Their talons are huge. 

– deb

Today there were a couple of guys 
on VStroms getting ready to leave 
the lodge as we were packing up. 
They had just come from Tok and 
advised the road was quite bad, 
with ice heaves, dirt and gravel. 
It had been raining and the dirt 

turned to slick mud. We passed 
Christmas River, then hit a 
fairly hard rain into Tok. This 
was our roughest day yet.
– Susie

We started out in the rain today 
but the amazing scenery made 
up for it. We saw the biggest red 
fox Susie and I have ever seen. I 
had reindeer sausage for lunch. I 
heard mosquitos are the state bird 
and I believe it. We touched base 
with captain Doug, who we met 
on the ferry and he plans to take 
us salmon fishing and sightseeing 
tomorrow.

– deb

We called our new friend, Doug. 
He was getting his boat ready 
to go. We will do some deep 
sea fishing and he offered to 
take us out for the fireworks 
show on the 4th. We are 
looking forward to a local’s 
perspective of Valdez.
–Susie

What a beautiful day yesterday. I 
felt like I was living the Discovery 
Channel with some of the most 
dangerous jobs. Those fishermen 
and women worked hard and 
only one misstep could lead them 
to getting wrapped up in the net 
and getting yanked out to sea. We 

watched the fine art of competition at its 
best with some of the boats  pulling up 
their nets and another boat was right on 
top of them dropping theirs.  

I caught a salmon and it was a nice 
battle. After I caught the salmon we 
hit a swell and I fell right into the 
fish bucket, but held onto the rod and 
saved my fish. We will enjoy it fileted 
tomorrow evening. 

– deb
(More pictures on page 6)
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General Info on the Calendar
As always, while event information is 
posted in the Shaft, there may be last 
minute changes, which will be reflected 
on the Message Board. If you cannot 
visit the Message Board, the ride contact 
person can notify you of changes. Please 
note all rides are at the individual’s own 
discretion and risk. These are destina-
tion rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with 
others at the various destinations of the 
ride. Be sure you’re aware of the route 
and bring your own maps/GPS to assist 
you. Exchanging cell phone numbers with 
other ride participants is recommended. 
If you decide to drop out of the ride at 
some point during the ride, notifying at 
least one other ride participant of your 
intention to drop out will help allevi-
ate unnecessary confusion or concern 
for your whereabouts. All information 
will be posted to the Calendar, which is 
located under “Events” on the left side of 
our Home Page.

On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at 
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San 
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

Sunday, December 4
Traveling Breakfast 
8 am at Los Compadres, 6910 Montgomery 
Blvd NE, Albuquerque. Check the 
web site or contact Deany Borlin at 
deanyborlin@yahoo.com for more details.

Saturday, December 10
Christmas Party 
This is the biggie! Time to get back your 
club dues and more at the annual LOE 
BMW R Christmas Party, this year at 
Ezra’s Place in the North Valley: 6132 

4th Street NW (located on the east side 
of the street inside the Lucky 66 Bowl 
Bowling Alley – no, really!). Ezra’s Place 
is well known in the North Valley as the 
unique gourmet experience where you 
can go bowling afterwards to work off 
the calories!

The festivities will start at 11:30 am 
and end at 1:30 pm. RSVPs are extremely 
important so we can know how many 
members and their guests (usually one 
guest per member) will be attending. 
Please RSVP by December 5 to David 
Hudson at cdavidhudson@yahoo.com or 
Deany Borlin at deanyborlin@yahoo.com.

Sunday, January 6
Traveling Breakfast 
Check the web site or 
contact Deany Borlin at 
deanyborlin@yahoo.com for more details.

 Und So Weiter

Sunday, February 5
The Progressive Breakfast
A host is still needed for the third 
stop. Please contact Deany Borlin at 
deanyborlin@yahoo.com if you would 
like to volunteer for the third stop..

 What News There Is

Don’s Last Barbecue
For the last 14 years Don Cameron has 
had about 100 of his best friends over to 
his house for an annual Veteran’s Day bar-
becue. This year was the final event, and 
everbody was invited. 190 people traveled 
to Deming from all over the country on 
every mode of transportation imagineable 
to partake of Don’s famous cooking. And 
there were leftovers!

Don has made an enormous number of 

L O E  BM W  R  On the Road
December

All stories © by the 
individual authors, used 
by permission.

Join the LOE 
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. 
Dues are payable on 
January 1. Nonpaying 
members will be 
rendered inactive on 
March 1st. For more 
information or to pay:

Land of 
Enchantment BMW 
Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095

www.nmbmwmc.org

or contact Susie McRee, 
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Note Concerning the 
Calendar
You are strongly 
encouraged to check 
the Message Board and 
the Calendar (http://
calendar.loebmwr.
com/) on the web site 
before any event, to be 
apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll 
also find impromptu 
rides posted there (and 
you can suggest and 
post your own!), and 
reviews and opinions on 
club activities as they 
happen. 

January 2012
Sunday MOn TuES WEd ThuRS FRi SaTuRday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Sunday MOn TuES WEd ThuRS FRi SaTuRday

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

www.nmbmwmc.org
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With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered 
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.

To see the new 2011 GS models and for 
special offers, visit:

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO 
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com

®

friends after so many years in 
the business, and as many as 
possible were there to wish 
him well. Thanks Don!

http://www.sandiabmwmotorcycles.com
http://www.santafebmwmotorcycles.com


6 The Legendary Shaft

North to Alaska with Deb and Susie (Continued from page 3)

http://www.ztechnik.com
mailto:info@ztechnik.com
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 LOE BMW R 
Officers
President: 

David Hudson
890-8972
 cdavidhudson@yahoo.com 

Vice President:
 Deany Borlin
899-3220
DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com 

Activities:
RJ Mirabal
299-4916

rjmirabal@yahoo.com
Rally Chair: 

Richard Knowles, 
750-4755
rjknowles@aol.com

Treasurer: 
Susie,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary: 
Reid Hester, 
292-5678 
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter: 
David Wilson, 
265-9202 
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn, 
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Helm, 
(619) 823-3209 
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

Webmaster: 
TC Hobson 
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories, 
opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish 
anything! Send your 
contributions to:

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 
87122

(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Computer files are 
easiest for me, or you 
can fax it, or scribble 
on a piece of paper and 
mail it. I don’t care! 
And don’t forget lots 
and lots of pictures.

The Watermelon Mountain Jug 
Band
The world famous band features our 
own Gary Oleson playing one string for 
all it’s worth!

December 2
The Range Café
Bernalillo, 7 – 9 pm

December 3
East Mt. Library
Tijeras, Noon – 1 pm

December 15
Taylor Ranch Library
5700 Bogart NW, 6 pm

December 18
O’Niell’s Pub
Juan Tabo NE location
4 – 7 pm

mailto:cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
mailto:DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com
mailto:albqsusieq@comcast.net
mailto:david@wujiart.us
mailto:nmmagnolia@juno.com
mailto:webmaster@nmbmwmc.org 
mailto:david@wujiart.us
mailto:marc@ocdcustomcycles.com
http://www.ocdcustomcycles.com
mailto:rjmirabal@yahoo.com
mailto:rjknowles@aol.com
mailto:reidhester@lobo.net


Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095

Deb and Susie. Alaska. Inside!
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