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The Rain Falls Mainly. . .
When Kristin and I left for Sipapu on
Friday I made sure the rain gear was
accessible. The weather in Albuquerque
was great, but everywhere north looked
ominous. Nevertheless, the sky only spat
until Peñasco, when it became clear we
would be setting up camp in the wet.
And wet it was! It was raining when
we got there, and it didn’t stop until early
Saturday afternoon. The campground
became the Sipapu swamp (amazingly,
Kristin’s excellent choice of camping gear
made the experience tolerable), and the
vendors were doing booming business
since nobody was out riding.
Despite the weather, the campground
was nearly full and spirits were high. By
early Saturday morning, however, the
rain had dampened the spirits of many
and they bailed out (pun!) early. Too bad,
because true to New Mexico weather pat-

terns, the clouds parted and the
afternoon became sunny and
beautiful. Plus, all the weekend
road trippers had been scared
off, leaving the delicious north-

ern New Mexico roads clear for the riders
who had stuck it out.
Kristin and I made the short loop
to Mora, Angel Fire, Taos and back to
Sipapu. But it was one of the best rides on
that route in memory, since there was no
traffic to deal with. It was fast and fun.
The exodus also left many door prizes
unclaimed, so Saturday night festivities
included an abundance of giveaways. Not
to mention a crowd happy to have stayed
to enjoy the rest of the rally.
Sunday continued the wonderful weather, so Kristin and I took the long road back.
We stopped at Peñasco to sample the Sugar
Nymphs (on Marcelo’s “approved” list, and
a sumptuous eatery), and also check out
the unexpectedly excellent Marx Gallery
across the street. I imagined kokopellis and
howling wolves, but instead found a gallery full of skillful and challenging art. I
highly recommend a visit.
Needless to say, this year’s rally was a
success. And we’ll be talking
about the rain for years, which
is the kind of thing that makes
for memorable motorcycling.
David Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Left above:
The rally kicks off
for the club with
the Oleson’s annual
lunch get-together.
Left below: The four
Davids (David Sky,
yours truly, President
Hudson and hungry
Mr. Blanc, all in their
rain gear) enjoy Don
Cameron’s club barbecue
on Friday night. Ah, the
benefits of being an LOE
BMW R member…
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f you were at this year’s Bavarian
Mountain Weekend I don’t have to tell
you about the muddy monsoon that
greeted over 300 rally goers on Friday.
But if you were one of the many who went
home Saturday morning, you missed the
dramatic change in the weather that made
the end of the rally a beautiful event with
plenty of food and empty roads to ride.
The unprecedented rain didn’t stop the
bikes from coming on Friday, setting up
tents in what became the Sipapu swamp,
then heading over to the very happy vendors doing a brisk business due to the poor
riding conditions. The chile was welcome
that night, as was Don Cameron’s club
barbecue and the fantastic show by the
Watermelon Mountain Jug Band.
The deluge continued into Saturday, so
that many intrepid campers reached their
limit and skedaddled in the morning. But
later on it cleared up
and became a gorgeous fall afternoon.
The roads were empty,
the cages scared away
by the weather, so that
the rally ended on a
definite upbeat note.
Dinner at the Lodge
gets more efficient
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story and photos by
David Wilson
every year, so the wait in line is shorter,
and the Saturday night festivities were
enthusiastically attended. The Great Blue
Whales closed the night out with rocking
and dancing.
The rally volunteers, headed by Richard
Knowles, pulled off another seeminglyeasy rally with their hard work and
attentiveness. The club cabin was a center
of activity with so many riders grounded
by the rain. There were plenty of leftovers
and sweets to take the pain out of not
being able to ride.
Enjoy the photos and be assured that if
this was any other than a BMW rally, the
grounds would
have been empty
from the start. As
it was, it was once
again the highlight
of the club’s year.
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L OE BM W R On the Road
October

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For
more information or to
pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check the
Message Board and the
Calendar (http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on
the web site before any
event, to be apprised
of any last-minute
changes. You’ll also find
impromptu rides posted
there (and you can
suggest and post your
own!), and reviews and
opinions on club activities as they happen.
Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?

All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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General Info on the Calendar
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot
visit the Message Board, the ride contact
person can notify you of changes. Please
note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with
others at the various destinations of the
ride. Be sure you’re aware of the route
and bring your own maps/GPS to assist
you. Exchanging cell phone numbers with
other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at
some point during the ride, notifying at
least one other ride participant of your
intention to drop out will help alleviate unnecessary confusion or concern
for your whereabouts. All information
will be posted to the Calendar, which is
located under “Events” on the left side of
our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Saturday, October 1
Pecos National Monument Ride
Leave the Smith’s gas station on the SE
corner of Tramway and Central at 9 am,
travel via Old 66 to Tijeras and then
north on 14 to the turnoff for Galisteo
(Santa Fe County Road 42), to the junction in Galisteo with NM 41. A left on 41
to the junction with US 285, another left
onto 285 to the I-25 exit 290 and then
right (east) on I-25 exiting at the Glorieta
interchange (299) and following NM 50
east (right) into Pecos. A right onto NM

63 in Pecos and the National Monument
is 2 miles further on the right. The trip
total is 82.6 miles. Check out www.gov.
peco for specific information Monument.
There is a $3 entrance charge. Fuel is
available in Pecos. Contact Robert Keen at
motorkeen@comcast.net for more details.
Sunday, October 2
Traveling Breakfast
8:57 am at Harla May’s Fat Boy Grill, 710
Dalies Ave, Belen. Ride to Eat!
Thursday, October 6
Ladies Ride to Utah
Let’s meet at the gas station/fast food
place/motel in Bernalillo, the first light
after exiting I-25. Meet at 7:30 am.
Lodging
10/6: Parry Lodge, 89 E. Center St., Kanab,
UT, 1-888-289-1722
$86 w/AAA for two beds
10/7: Duck Creek Village Inn (they have
six rooms and also more expensive cabins)
Duck Creek Village, UT, 1-435-682-2565
$79 for two beds
10/8: Four Corners Inn
131 E. Center, Blanding, UT, 1-800-574-3150
$63 for two beds
Route
1st day: 550 to Bloomfield > 64 > 160 >
98 to Page, AZ then 89 to Kanab, UT.
2nd day: 89 > 67 to the North Rim of
the Grand Canyon and back, 9 to Zion to
I-15 to 14 to Duck Creek Village, UT
3rd day: 14 > 89 > 12 > 24 (Torey) > 95
(Hanksville) to Blanding, UT
4th day: 191/163 > 491 (Monticello) >
160/491 (Cortez) > 64 (Shiprock) > 550
(Bloomfield) home

Bring a map! For more information email
albqsusieq@comcast.net.
Sunday, October 16
El Morro Ride
Another NM history orientated ride, this
time out west, just south and Grants
and Gallup. Contact RJ Mirabal at
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for more details.

Wednesday, November 16
Tech session
On electric accessory installation and
tire repair for all bikes presented by
tech personnel at Sandia BMW. For
more info contact Jim Johnson at
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
Saturday, November 19
This Trip’s for the Birds
Down at Bosque del Apache during
the annual big bird festival, reviving a
popular LOE BMW R ride from in past
years. Take a beautiful tour of the sanctuary on well groomed dirt roads, and
see lots of wildlife. Contact RJ Mirabal at
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for more details.

Thursday-Saturday, October 27-29
Mexican National BMW Rally
If anyone is thinking of going to the
Mexico rally and wants to ride with
fellow club members, post your interest on the Forum. The BMW MOA is
also offering a ride in cooperation with
MotoDiscovery for a guided tour starting
SMRI Track Days
in the Big Bend area. See www.bmwmoa.
org/news/general_interest/ride_with_the_
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
moa_to_the_mexico_rally for details.
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organizaSunday, November 6
tion. Visit www.smri-racing.org
Traveling Breakfast
or call 281-5216 for details.
Check for more details, or go to the
Discussion Board on the web site.
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.

®

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.
With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.
To see the new 2011 GS models and for
special offers, visit:

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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Track Day Schedule
October 9
Race Schedule
October 23
What News
There Is
More Rally!
Saturday night saw
the much-anticipated
fajita dinner followed
by the (possibly much
more anticipated) door
prizes. The club was
presented with a handmade Sipapu rally quilt
by the Borlands, owners of the Sipapu Lodge.
Then Voni Glaves
was given an award
for an unprecedented
1,000,000 miles – see the
story on the next page.
Finally, the Great Blue
Whales played for the
dancing crowd late into
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the night. A rocking wrapup to another
memorable Bavarian Mountain Weekend.

LOE BMW R

180 rear tires
16,500 hours in the
saddle
If you would hire
someone for 40 hours
a week to ride for you,
you would have to hire
them for 8.5 years (no
thanks, I’ll ride)
200,000 bugs on the
windshield
44 light bulbs
27 chains and
sprockets
25,000 gallons of
fuel: a carbon footprint
of 242.5 short tons of
CO2 or 165 short tons of
CO2 saved compared to
driving a car
6 speeding tickets(??)
250,000 grins and
giggles
8 leaking fork seals
Voni’s Million (S)miles
Voni Glaves celebrated riding 1,000,000
miles on a BMW at this year’s Bavarian
Mountain Weekend. BMW MOA
Ambassadors presented her with the
organization’s rare emblem for the accomplishment. The LOE BMW R presented
her with the first of David & Kristin’s
limited edition hand painted vintage
motorcycle calendar. And Marina
Ackerson presented her with a certificate
representing the effort involved in going
1,000,000 miles on a motorcycle:
200 oil filters
200 gallons of engine oil
85 air filters
110 front tires
The Watermelon
Mountain Jug Band
The world famous band
features our own Gary
Oleson playing one string
for all it’s worth!
November 12
The Fur Ball –
Fundraiser for
Watermelon Mountain
Ranch Animal Rescue
(details TBA)

Voni accumulated the million miles on
15 different BMWs since starting to ride
in 1977. Her highest mileage on a single
motorcycle was 357,658 miles on a 1993
R1100RS, which she still owns.
Voni and Ardys Kellerman became
the first two women in North America
to document riding one million miles on
BMW motorcycles. As they approached
this accomplishment they arranged to
meet in Ouray, Colorado to ride their onemillionth miles together on US Highway
550, the “Million Dollar Highway.” They
reached their milestone at Red Mountain
Overlook between Ouray and Silverton,
Colorado the morning of August 30, 2011.
Both Voni and Ardys are experienced
long distance riders. Voni finished the
11-day Iron Butt Rally in 2003. Ardys
completed the Iron Butt Rally four times.

Officers

President:

David Hudson
890-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Deany Borlin
899-3220
DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Activities:

RJ Mirabal
299-4916
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Rally Chair:

Richard Knowles,
750-4755
rjknowles@aol.com

Treasurer:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary:

Reid Hester,
292-5678
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Maguire,
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

Webmaster:

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
The Legendary Shaft
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
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Top: Arriving at Sipapu this year was a
lesson in good (ie: waterproof) gear. I’m
glad I didn’t wash my bike before the
rally! There were plenty of people there
on Friday, though, over 300 braved the
monsoon to pitch their tents in the wet
and enjoy some hot chile and live music.
Though many left Saturday morning,
the rally ended on a much dryer note.
Bottom: The skies cleared and the air
cooled and the second half of the event was as beautiful as you could wish for. Plus, the previous bad weather kept the crowds
off the road, making for empty roads and more riding fun. See the full rally wrapup inside. Photos by David Wilson

