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Fast Family Times
Motorcycling is a curious combination of 
the individual and the social. 
Apart from the shiny posers 
that see and be seen, riding 
is mostly a solitary pursuit. 
Clubs like ours provide the 
communal aspect, but it tends 
to be tangential to the riding 
experience.

I was surprised at July’s 
track day to find that an 
unexpected corner of motor-
cycling seems to be turning 
into a family event. Instead 
of an intense group of 
Type A speed demons, 
at the Sandia/Santa Fe 
tent I found six or eight 
kids ranging in age 
from a few months to 
10 years, having a great 
time amidst the smells 
of hot tires and racing 
gas. And more kids 
populated other tents, 
hanging out with their leather-armored 
parents and riding bicycles and minibikes 
around the grounds. David, of course, 
brought his squidly little Ducati, intimi-
dating many of the seasoned track riders.

It was great to see the next generation 
of motorcyclists sharing their parents’ 
passion and giving a different perspective 
to what is usually thought of as a road 
warrior sport. You could find the same 
rider who was just out shredding tires 
on the track bouncing a baby in their lap 

between sessions. And more than being a 
macho, competitive day at the races, there 
was lots of laughing and playing with the 

little ones.
I remember when I was young, Sunday 

was the day to hop in the car for a drive 
in the country. Now it’s the time to gear 
up and head to Nine Mile Hill for a day of 
riding practice with the whole clan. 

Track day is more about sharpening 
your skill and becoming intimate with 
the capabilities of your motorcycle than 
about going fast and dragging knees. And 
now it’s also a wonderful way to spend a 
day having a fun with the whole family.

David Wilson, editor

Who would guess that 
the track would become 
the motorcycle family 
hangout? Well, fast 
bikes and fast kids go 
together like racing gas 
and sticky tires.

If you’re like me, 
you can’t get enough 
pictures of David, so 
check out the Ride for 
Kids story on the next 
page for more David 
coverage.

www.nmbmwmc.org
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by Mark Davis
Tom and Donna did it 
again – the #1 fundraisers at 
$10,500 and change. By far 

the #1! 
Sadly, 
LOE 
BMW R, 
came in 
second 
this year 
by less 
than 
$1000. Two of the the 
other top five fund-
raisers pledged thier 
monies to GWRRA 
Chapter W. They will 
be riding lead group 
next year. 

Thanks to all the 
LOE members who 
came out to the 
breakfast, played the 
50/50, and enjoyed 
the day. Thank you 
to Kern for donat-
ing your half of the 
50/50 to the Ride for 
Kids.

Thanks to the folks at Sandia BMW for 

hosting all of us, including BMW riding 
police officers. This is a great club and 
dealership relationship. Lets keep it going!
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Marcelo Rides!
photos by (and of) Marcelo Vasquez 
Marcelo Vasquez has been avoiding the 
fires by spending the summer in Chama, 
where it’s cool and green instead of hot 
and flaming. Take a ride and enjoy the 
scenery (and trains) along with him.
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General Info on the Calendar
As always, while event information is 
posted in the Shaft, there may be last 
minute changes, which will be reflected 
on the Message Board. If you cannot 
visit the Message Board, the ride contact 
person can notify you of changes. Please 
note all rides are at the individual’s own 
discretion and risk. These are destina-
tion rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with 
others at the various destinations of the 
ride. Be sure you’re aware of the route 
and bring your own maps/GPS to assist 
you. Exchanging cell phone numbers with 
other ride participants is recommended. 
If you decide to drop out of the ride at 
some point during the ride, notifying at 
least one other ride participant of your 
intention to drop out will help allevi-
ate unnecessary confusion or concern 
for your whereabouts. All information 
will be posted to the Calendar, which is 
located under “Events” on the left side of 
our Home Page.

On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at 
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San 
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

Sunday, August 7
Traveling Breakfast
8:30 am at the Ridgeback Cafe in La 
Cueva. Eight miles north of Jemez 
Springs on NM State Highway 4. Contact 
Deany at DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Saturday, August 6
Club Birthday Party
Our annual LOE BMW R Birthday picnic 
will once again be at the Oak Flat Picnic 
grounds, at the Yucca Group Area in the 
Cibola National Forest. Just off Route 14 

a few twisty miles south of Tijeras on the 
east side, it’s the same place we have been 
for the last several years. Festivities begin 
at 11 or so. Bring your good attitude, an 
empty stomach and a yen for some excel-
lent roads and friends. Contact RJ Mirabal 
at rjmirabal@yahoo.com for more details.

Thursday, August 18
Villanueva Park Day Ride
Susie made this ride several years ago 
and found it to be fun and a bit challeng-
ing. Meet at Dawn’s 9am, we’ll ride up 
North 14 to Villanueva State Park for a 
picnic lunch. We’ll then hit I-40 home. 
This will not be a long ride in mileage. 
Bring your own picnic lunch and map. 
Ride at your own risk. This is not a club 
sponsored event. This will be a moderate 
speed ride. For more information email 
albqsusieq@comcast.net.

Saturday–Sunday, August 20-21
Ancient Legends Highway Ride
We will ride on the Ancient Legends 
Highway to Trinidad, Colorado, spend 
the night in Walsenburg, then home 
through Pagosa Springs. Lodging for 
Saturday will be at La Plaza Inn, 118 W. 
6th St., Walsenburg, CO (719) 738-5700. 
Club members will get a 5% discount. 
There are only 11 rooms and they fill up 
every night. Rates include a full plated 
breakfast. Ride at your own risk. This 
is not a club sponsored event. This will 
be a brisk paced ride but we can break 
into separate groups to accommodate 
everyone. For more information email 
albqsusieq@comcast.net.

Saturday, August 27
GS/Paved Road Ride sponsored by 
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW
There will be two separate routes with 

L O E  BM W  R  On the Road
August

All stories © by the 
individual authors, used 
by permission.

Join the LOE 
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For 
more information or to 
pay:

Land of 
Enchantment BMW 
Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095

www.nmbmwmc.org

or contact Susie McRee, 
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Note Concerning the 
Calendar
You are strongly 
encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the 
Calendar (http://calen-
dar.loebmwr.com/) on 
the web site before any 
event, to be apprised 
of any last-minute 
changes. You’ll also find 
impromptu rides posted 
there (and you can 
suggest and post your 
own!), and reviews and 
opinions on club activi-
ties as they happen. 
Isn’t the internet a won-
derful place?
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With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered 
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.

To see the new 2011 GS models and for 
special offers, visit:

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO 
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com

®

a common meeting point for lunch 
provided by Sandia/Santa Fe BMW. 
For more info contact Jim Johnson at 
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com

Monday, September 5 (Labor Day)
Traditional Rally Kick Off at the 
Oleson’s
Your chance to register at pre-registration 
rates and first opportunity to buy rally 
shirts and caps. Contact RJ Mirabal at 
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for more details.

Friday – Sunday, September 9 – 11
Bavarian Mountain Weekend, Sipapu
The best little rally in the Southwest, 
which just happens to be hosted by our 
own club! Come join 500 old and new 
friends for a weekend of fun and riding in 
northern New Mexico. Write it on your 
phone in pen. Contact Richard Knowles, 
Rally Chair at rjknowles@aol.com or 
750-4755.

Sunday, September 18
Salinas Culture Ride
This will be a day ride, kickstands up 
at 9:30 am from Dawn’s in Cedar Crest. 

The first destination will be the Quarai 
ruins at Punta de Agua on the way to 
Mountainair. After a tour of Quarai we 
will have a leisurely lunch at Statler Hotel 
in Mountainair, then off to the ruins at 
Grand Quivera. Then back to Mountainair 
and down the canyon to the ruins at Abo.  
We will return to Albuquerque with a 
tour of the Rio Grand Valley. Contact 
Loch for details at lochlin.page@urs.com

 Und So Weiter

Saturday, October 1
Pecos National Monument Ride
Another chance to explore ancient dwell-
ings of New Mexico at the end of a great 
scenic ride. Contact RJ Mirabal at rjmira-
bal@yahoo.com for more details.

Thursday, October 6
Ladies Ride to Utah
This will be a three night trip, first to 
Kanab, AZ, ~ 460 miles. Then on to the 
North Rim of the Grand Canyon, Zion and 
Cedar City, ~ 260 miles. Then through 
Escalante, stopping in Blanding, ~ 359 
miles. Finally, home ~ 294 miles. Ride at 

mailto:jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
mailto:lochlin.page@urs.com
mailto:rjmirabal@yahoo.com
http://www.sandiabmwmotorcycles.com
http://www.santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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your own risk. This is not a club sponsored 
event. Carol and I are just out for some 
Utah riding and you are welcome to join 
us. This will be a brisk paced ride but we 
can break into separate groups to accom-
modate everyone. Always bring a map so 
you know where we are and where we 
are going. For more information email 
albqsusieq@comcast.net.

Sunday, October 16
El Morro Ride
Another NM history orientated ride, this 
time out west, just south and Grants 
and Gallup. Contact RJ Mirabal at 
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for more details.

Thursday-Saturday, October 27-29
Mexican National BMW Rally
If anyone is thinking of going to the 
Mexico rally and wants to ride with 
fellow club members, post your inter-
est on the Forum. The BMW MOA is 
also offering a ride in cooperation with 
MotoDiscovery for a guided tour starting 
in the Big Bend area. See www.bmwmoa.
org/news/general_interest/ride_with_the_
moa_to_the_mexico_rally for details.

Wednesday, November 16
Tech session 
On electric accessory installation and 
tire repair for all bikes presented by 
tech personnel at Sandia BMW. For 
more info contact Jim Johnson at 
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com

Saturday, November 19
This Trip’s for the Birds 
Down at Bosque del Apache during 
the annual big bird festival, reviving a 
popular LOE BMW R ride from in past 
years. Take a beautiful tour of the sanc-
tuary on well groomed dirt roads, and 
see lots of wildlife. Contact RJ Mirabal at 
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for more details.

 SMRI Track Days

The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing 
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA 
sanctioned road racing organiza-
tion. Visit www.smri-racing.org 
or call 281-5216 for details.

At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the 
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.

mailto:albqsusieq@comcast.net
http://www.bmwmoa.org/news/general_interest/ride_with_the_moa_to_the_mexico_rally 
http://www.bmwmoa.org/news/general_interest/ride_with_the_moa_to_the_mexico_rally 
http://www.bmwmoa.org/news/general_interest/ride_with_the_moa_to_the_mexico_rally 
mailto:jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
http://www.smri-racing.org/
http://www.ztechnik.com
mailto:info@ztechnik.com
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Track Day Schedule
August 14 September 10 October 9

Race Schedule 
August 28 September 11 October 23

 National Events

Saturday, August 6
100,000 Foot Pass Ride, CO
500 miles over 10 different mountain passes totaling over 100,000 feet in ele-
vation. Registration includes t-shirt, pin, patch, breakfast and dinner. $30 
fee is limited to 300 participants. Go to www.coloradobeemers.org or email 
100kftride@coloradobeemers.org for more info.

Thursday-Saturday, August 18-20
Beartooth Rendezvous, Red Lodge, MT
Actually, it’s in Montana 10 miles outside Red Lodge. If you’ve never ridden the 
Beartooth, you don’t know what you’re missing! $50 preregistration ($70 at the gate). 
Go to www.beartoothbeemers.org or call (406) 445-2044 for more info.

What News There Is

July’s Sandia/Santa Fe BMW Track Day
On July 10th our local dealers sponsored their only track day 
of the year, making the most of it with free tickets for all 
BMW riders and providing a fantastic catered lunch. The new 
layout at the Sandia Motorsports track encouraged skillful 
cornering rather than high speeds, making for an excellent 

learning experience to explore 
the limits of your motorcycle. 
Almost every type of BMW 
was represented –  sport, street 
and dirt – and everybody left 
happy and tired.

 LOE BMW R 
Officers
President: 

David Hudson
703-821-8972
 cdavidhudson@yahoo.com 

Vice President:
 Deany Borlin
899-3220
DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com 

Activities:
RJ Mirabal
299-4916

rjmirabal@yahoo.com
Rally Chair: 

Richard Knowles, 
750-4755
rjknowles@aol.com

Treasurer: 
Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary: 
Reid Hester, 
292-5678 
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter: 
David Wilson, 
265-9202 
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn, 
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Helm, 
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

Webmaster: 
TC Hobson 
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories, 
opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish 
anything! Send your 
contributions to:

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 
87122

(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Computer files are 
easiest for me, or you 
can fax it, or scribble 
on a piece of paper and 
mail it. I don’t care! 
And don’t forget lots 
and lots of pictures.

The Watermelon 
Mountain Jug Band
The world famous band 
features our own Gary 
Oleson playing one string 
for all it’s worth!

September 9
BMW Motorcycle Rally
Sipapu
6 – 7:30 pm

September 13
Rio Rancho Public Library
Cultural Series
Esther Bone Memorial 
Library
Rio Rancho
6:30 – 7:45 pm

November 12
The Fur Ball – 
Fundraiser for 
Watermelon Mountain 
Ranch Animal Rescue
(details TBA)

http://www.coloradobeemers.org
mailto:100kftride@40coloradobeemers.org
http://www.beartoothbeemers.org
mailto:cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
mailto:cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
mailto:albqsusieq@comcast.net
mailto:david@wujiart.us
mailto:nmmagnolia@juno.com
mailto:webmaster@nmbmwmc.org 
mailto:david@wujiart.us
mailto:marc@ocdcustomcycles.com
http://www.ocdcustomcycles.com
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July’s Sandia/Santa Fe BMW sponsored track day was the premier skills-sharpening event of the season. BMW’s ranging 
from F650’s to race prepped S1000R’s tested the new Sandia Motorsports track layout, which emphasizes technique rather 
than speed. It was great practice for safely learning the limits of your machine. Plus free lunch! Photos by David Wilson
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