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Riding, Just Riding
Instead of complaining about the club not 
riding, this month I’d like to celebrate 
the club as riders. May’s Ice Cream Ride, 
conceived and executed over the years 
by Robert Keen and Steve Mounce, has 
become one of the core riding events of 
the LOE BMW R. It is always well attend-
ed, selling out accomodations in and 
around the small town of Glenwood, and 
for good reason. It’s well planned, well 
executed, includes some of the best roads 
in Arizona and New Mexico, and is just a 
blast to attend. 

It’s hard to imagine a better launching 
point than Glenwood for the incredible 
riding to be had in southwestern New 
Mexico and eastern Arizona. The high 
point, at least for road riders, is the infa-
mous “Devil’s Highway,” now Rt 191 but 
formerly Rt 666, which has more twists 
than you can count, and views that battle 
for your attention with the road. But you 
do want to watch the road, because the 
mountain roads include plenty of moun-
tain cliffs. It’s fun and exhausting, and I 
talked to several people who’d planned to 
try different routes in the area, but just 
kept going back to addictive 191 again 
and again.

Not being a dirt person, I can only 
vouch for the rapturous stories from the 
GS riders (and RJ in his 4-wheeler) on the 
routes that they also returned to over and 
over during the weekend.

Back at headquarters there was a keg 
and plenty of food, including a Saturday 
night gourmet hot dog feast (gourmet? 

you bet – talk to anybody who was there!) 
supplied by Kristin, Marina and Lynn 
Ackerson. Sack time tended to be early, 
since the riding started at sunup to get the 
maximum miles, but a hardy few stayed 
up late to schmooze under the trees.

Overall, it was a relaxing time at base 
camp punctuated by the demanding and 
exhilerating riding during the day. Kudos 
once again go to Robert and Steve for a 
stellar weekend all about riding, with just 
a little bit of eating thrown in, and not a 
hint of meeting.

It was refreshing and hopeful to see 
everybody so excited just to be riding!

David Wilson, editor

Kristin and I take a 
breather at Hannigan 
Meadows on the north 
end of Rt 191, the 
famous 666 in eastern 
Arizona. There are 
no bad roads at the 
Ice Cream Ride, dirt 
or street. Recalling 
the famous road in 
North Carolina, I 
like to call 191 “The 
Draggin’ – 1,000 
Corners in 90 Miles!”

www.nmbmwmc.org
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T
here was dirt, there was street, 
and there were ice cream sun-
daes. On Sunday Kristin and her 
family even prepared a surprise 

meal of gourmet hot dogs! The rooms in 
the small village of Glenwood were all 

full, and the roads were 
full of BMWs. It was 
another wildly successful 
Ice Cream Ride, where 
the riders show up to ride 
and do it until they are 
exhausted. Glenwood is 
a phenomenal launching 
point for good roads in 
every direction, on and 
off the pavement. I’ll let 
the pictures tell the rest 

of the story…

(The rest of the story, uh, 
pictures is on page 7)

Story by David Wilson, 
photos by Kristin 
Ackerson, Marina 
Ackerson, Susie McRee, 
Bill Olsson and David 
Wilson

The Ice Cream Ride – and Ride Some More!
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Feedback on the “Feedback”
I looked at May’s [editorial]. Interesting 
as we are on exactly the same page 
regarding the club. I was very bummed 
when I went to the calendar site, and 
was reminded there was absolutely noth-
ing on our calendar. Another interesting 
note: I go to the PO box every other 
week. There is always at least one new 
membership form and sometimes two. 
Why can’t we retain them?

Joining the club is fresh in my mind. 
I joined it to meet folks to ride with. I 
couldn’t wait until the Ice Cream Ride. I 
then planned, making reservations, for 
Canyon De Chelly, only to find out no 
one had plans on leading it, it was just on 
the calendar. I got two friends to go with 
me. I can’t tell you how bummed I was. 
I heard about Sunday breakfasts, that’s 
why I started posting on the calendar. I 
also heard several folks say they made one 
of our rides and the leader went so fast 
that others couldn’t keep up and got lost. 
Hence, I posted riding tips. I remember 
how it was when I was new and I wanted 
to give our new members a chance to ride 
with a group and experience the fun of 
belonging to a club.

Our latest member posted on the mes-
sage board and welcomed himself, since 
no one else did. I belong to twowheel-
females.com and one of the moderators 
always welcomes the new members, asks 
them to tell a little about themselves, and 
asks others to join in to welcome the new 
ones. The new members are so apprecia-
tive of that little effort. 

Susie McRee

A few thoughts on your editorial. The 
point we got is something we have felt 
for some time. We joined this club because 
it was a bunch of fun people our age. We 
looked forward to meeting and riding 
with the other members. Sunday break-
fast and a mocha at Dawn’s have become 
a “highlight” in our social calendar. We 
never miss a breakfast, and we always 
have someone to ride with after “coffee” 
at Dawn’s. Our best friends here in the 
Albuquerque area are LOE BMW R mem-
bers. All our local riding is done with club 
members. We just enjoy their company. 

I have been a member of the Blue 
Knights Law since 1980. Everywhere 
we move, we join the local Blue Knights 
chapter. But we have been in New Mexico 

since 2002 and have not joined a local 
chapter. Since moving to Albuquerque, 
the LOE BMW R has been enough for us. 
We have enjoyed it and its members. 

Recently, however, “rules and regula-
tions” have dominated the meetings. 
We are obsessed with litigation and 
“Robert’s Rules of Order”. In our humble 
opinions, the meetings are no longer fun, 
or the “social event” they used to be. 
There seems to be “doom” in too many 
things we discuss.  

We, as a club, have become “afraid” to 
have fun. “Hey, let’s get together every 
week and ride somewhere” is not going 
to happen with the worries about pos-
sible litigation. And, in the Shaft, it is 
no longer “... members meet every 
Sunday” at Millie’s. It is now “some 
gather,” as if it is a select group that 
does that. 

I would love to “go back” to when 
we first joined, four years ago. We 
were so pleased with the laid back, 
friendly nature of the club. And the 
meetings were even fun.

Those who became our friends are 
the same. We still enjoy their com-
pany. We still look forward to getting 
together and riding with them. We 
still socialize with them off the motor-
cycles too. So, there are many parts 
of the LOE BMW R that are very 
enjoyable. And those good points 
will probably not fade. We know our 
friendships won’t. 

But, it is our opinion that the club, as a 
whole, should “lighten up” and go back to 
enjoying what we were formed for.   

Kern Borlin

Thanks for your articles on some peoples’ 
perceptions of the club. I had been a 
member for several years, but declined to 
renew last year due to some of the reasons 
you alluded to. I just never felt like any-
thing was happening except getting ready 
for Sipapu. I know that’s not an accurate 
appraisal, but I never felt like any-
thing was planned very well. Members 
would describe in detail trips they had 
just taken, but there were no advance 
announcement or invitations. I posted an 
invitation to ride to Paonia a couple years 
ago, got no response and then saw half 
a dozen members there! Its that lack of 
camaraderie that I think might be lacking. 

Stewart Farley

Not exactly “spy” 
photos, but spied well 
before (at Dawn’s on 
May 11) the official 
dealer introduction. The 
long-awaited 6 cylinder 
K1600! Mark Winslow 
gets the scoop with the 
camera.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is 
posted in the Shaft, there may be last 
minute changes, which will be reflected 
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit 
the Message Board, the ride contact per-
son can notify you of changes.

Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the 
Calendar, which is located under “Events” 
on the left side of our Home Page.

On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at 
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San 
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

Wednesday, June 1
Rally Committee Meeting
Come help us put on the biggest and best 
club event of the year! At RJ Mirabal’s 
home, contact him at rjmirabal@yahoo.
com to RSVP (please!) and directions. 
Contact Richard Knowles, Rally Chair at 
rjknowles@aol.com or 750-4755.

Sunday, June 5
Traveling Breakfast
Details to come. Check out the Message 
Board for late breaking news. Contact 
Deany at DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Sunday, June 5
Ride For Kids
After breakfast head on over to Mesa 
del Sol Fields at Journal Pavilion for this 
rain or shine charity event. Registration 
is from 8 to 9:45 am, the parade ride 
starts at 10 am. Minimum donation of $35 
per motorcycle includes free beverages, 
breakfast pastries and a light lunch. Plus 
that warm feeling you get from helping 
sick kids by supporting the Pediatric 

Brain Tumor Foundation. Club members 
Tom & Donna Mitchell are major movers 
and shakers for this annual event, look 
for updates and late breaking posts for a 
club meet up at the club web site.

Sunday, July 3
Traveling Breakfast
Details to come. Check out the Message 
Board for late breaking news. Contact 
Deany at DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Wednesday, July 6
Rally Committee Meeting
Come help us put on the biggest and best 
club event of the year! Meeting details 
to come. Contact Richard Knowles, Rally 
Chair at rjknowles@aol.com or 750-4755.

 Und So Weiter

Saturday, August 6
Club Birthday Party
Our annual LOE BMW R Birthday picnic 
will once again be at the Oak Flat Picnic 
grounds, at the Yucca Group Area in the 
Cibola National Forest. Just off Route 14 
a few twisty miles south of Tijeras on the 
east side, it’s the same place we have been 
for the last several years. Cooking begins 
at noon; however, the festivities involv-
ing getting all the stuff from the parking 
lot to the picnic area begins a little earlier, 
say 11 or so. Bring your good attitude, an 
empty stomach and a yen for some excel-
lent roads and friends. Contact RJ Mirabal 
at rjmirabal@yahoo.com for more details.

Friday – Sunday, September 9 – 11
Bavarian Mountain Weekend, Sipapu
The best little rally in the Southwest, 
which just happens to be hosted by our 
own club! Come join 500 old and new 
friends for a weekend of fun and riding in 

L O E  BM W  R  On the Road
June

All stories © by the 
individual authors, used 
by permission.

Join the LOE 
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For 
more information or to 
pay:

Land of 
Enchantment BMW 
Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095

www.nmbmwmc.org

or contact Susie McRee, 
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Note Concerning the 
Calendar
You are strongly 
encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the 
Calendar (http://calen-
dar.loebmwr.com/) on 
the web site before any 
event, to be apprised 
of any last-minute 
changes. You’ll also find 
impromptu rides posted 
there (and you can 
suggest and post your 
own!), and reviews and 
opinions on club activi-
ties as they happen. 
Isn’t the internet a won-
derful place?

July
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www.nmbmwmc.org
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With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered 
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.

To see the new 2011 GS models and for 
special offers, visit:

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO 
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com

®

northern New Mexico. Write it on your 
phone in pen. Contact Richard Knowles, 
Rally Chair at rjknowles@aol.com or 
750-4755.

 SMRI Track Days

The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing 
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA 
sanctioned road racing organiza-
tion. Visit www.smri-racing.org 
or call 281-5216 for details.

At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the 
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.

Track Day Schedule
June 5 July 10 (sponsored by
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW) 
August 14 September 10 
October 9

Race Schedule 
June 26 July 31 
August 28 September 11 
October 23

 National Events

Tuesday-Saturday,  
June 7-11
Americade,  
Lake George, NY
The world’s largest motorcycle tour-
ing rally, in scenic Upstate New 
York. Join 30,000 new friends for a week 
of riding and gawking. Not to mention the 
cross country trip to get there! For info 
go to www.americade.com

Saturday-Sunday, June 11-19
Laconia Bike Week, Laconia, NH
And after Americade head up the road to 
the East Coast’s version of Sturgis. Find 
out why bikers still have a bad boy repu-
tation. Go to www.LaconiaMCWeek.com 
for details.

Thursday-Sunday, June 16-19
Red Rock Rendezvous, Panguitch, UT
Day rides to Zion, Bryce, Capitol Reef, the 
Grand Canyon, Grand Staircase, Escalante 
and Cedar Breaks. Preregistration $40 
($70 couples) until May 31 ($45/$80 at the 
gate), and includes three nights camping, 

http://www.smri-racing.org/
http://www.americade.com
http://www.LaconiaMCWeek.com
http://www.sandiabmwmotorcycles.com
http://www.santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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BBQ dinner Saturday night and coffee. Go 
to www.beehivebeemers.org or call (801) 
786-0806.

Saturday, June 25
Canyon Mixer, Northern CO
This new event, sponsored by the BMW 
Motorcycle Club of Colorado, features 
various routes through different scenic 
canyons. $35 registration includes t-shirt, 
pin, patch, breakfast, lunch and a catered 
dinner. Limited to 250 participants. Email 
CanyonMixer@coloradobeemers.org for 
registration and more information.

Thursday-Sunday, July 21-24
BMW MOA National Rally, 
Bloomsburg, PA
Join 6,000 of your best BMW friends 
for the 39th MOA National Rally. 
Preregistration until June 30 is $30 for 
MOA members and $40 for non-members, 
gate registration will be $5 more. Go to 
www.bmwmoa.org for all the details on 
this major motorcycling event.

Friday-Sunday, July 28-30
Top O’ the Rockies Rally, Paonia, CO

The club usually makes a big appearance 
at this popular rally, stay tuned for info 
on groups heading up. $50 preregistra-
tion ($60 after Juner 27). Go to www.
coloradobeemer.org/content/view/2/25 or 
email topoftherockies@coloradobeemers.
org for more info.

Saturday, August 6
100,000 Foot Pass Ride, CO
500 miles over 10 different mountain 
passes totaling over 100,000 feet in 
elevation. Registration includes t-shirt, 
pin, patch, breakfast and dinner. $30 
fee is limited to 300 participants. Go 
to www.coloradobeemers.org or email 
100kftride@coloradobeemers.org for 
more info.

Thursday-Saturday, August 18-20
Beartooth Rendezvous,  
Red Lodge, MT
Actually, it’s in Idaho 10 miles outside 
Red Lodge. If you’ve never ridden the 
Beartooth, you don’t know what you’re 
missing! $50 preregistration ($70 at the 
gate). Go to www.beartoothbeemers.org 
or call (406) 445-2044 for more info.

http://www.beehivebeemers.org
mailto:CanyonMixer@40coloradobeemers.org
http://www.bmwmoa.org
http://www.coloradobeemer.org/content/view/2/25
mailto:topoftherockies@40coloradobeemers.org
http://www.coloradobeemers.org
mailto:100kftride@40coloradobeemers.org
http://www.beartoothbeemers.org
http://www.ztechnik.com
mailto:info@ztechnik.com
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 LOE BMW R 
Officers
President: 

David Hudson
821-8972
 cdavidhudson@yahoo.com 

Vice President:
 Deany Borlin
899-3220
DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com 

Activities:
RJ Mirabal
299-4916

rjmirabal@yahoo.com
Rally Chair: 

Richard Knowles, 
750-4755
rjknowles@aol.com

Treasurer: 
Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary: 
Reid Hester, 
292-5678 
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter: 
David Wilson, 
265-9202 
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn, 
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Helm, 
293-3468
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

Webmaster: 
TC Hobson 
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories, 
opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish 
anything! Send your 
contributions to:

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 
87122

(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Computer files are 
easiest for me, or you 
can fax it, or scribble 
on a piece of paper and 
mail it. I don’t care! 
And don’t forget lots 

Ice Cream! (Continued from page 2)

mailto:cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
mailto:cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
mailto:albqsusieq@comcast.net
mailto:david@wujiart.us
mailto:nmmagnolia@juno.com
mailto:webmaster@nmbmwmc.org 
mailto:david@wujiart.us
http://www.exautosf.com
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The Ice Cream Ride has become a club staple over the years, and is the event with lots of riding and just a little eating (and 
ice cream, of course). Here a bunch of club members stop for a little sustainence in Alpine, Arizona before heading back to 
Glenwood via the twisties. There are no roads down there that don’t have twisties. Photo by David Wilson
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