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Feedback Loupe

After last month’s editorial I expected
some feedback. But what I did, and didn’t,
get was quite unexpected. From the club
I heard…nothing. Which kind of reinforced the comments that I made in last
month’s issue.
What surprised me, however, were the
riders that I did hear from. Several people
who are peripherally club members or
who found a copy of the Shaft somewhere
commented that the editorial reflected
their own view on the state of the club,
and why they’re not particularly interested in hanging out with us.
What I’ve gathered is that our club has
developed a reputation, not for riding, but
for having meetings and eating. It seems

that the “ride to eat” maxim has become
a bit too literal. Frankly, it seems that the
view of many on the outside looking in is
that we’re not really riders, and we’re not
very much fun.

I don’t personally agree with those
viewpoints, but the fact that I heard it
independently from very different people
is telling. If riders visit a motorcycling
discussion board with no motorcycling
happening, shows up to a ride that no one
attends, or sees an empty activity calendar, what should they think?

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Two stops
along one of my
favorite rides:
Valle Grande and the
White Rock overlook.

Many of my best friends are club members, the LOE BMW R is essential to my
riding. But I’m not sure if I was searching
for a riding community, that I’d land here.
David Wilson, editor

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

The History of BMW Motorrad: Part 2
1970-1982
Story courtesy
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW
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1973 R75

1977 R100RS
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1970–1982
In 1970, BMW introduced an entirely
revamped product line of 500cc, 60 cc
and 750cc displacement models, the
R50/5, R60/5 and R75/5 respectively
and came with the “US” telescopic
forks noted above. The engines were
a complete redesign. The roller and
ball-bearings in the bottom end had
been replaced by shell-type journal
bearings similar to those used in
modern car engines. The camshaft,
which had been at the top of the
engine, was placed under the crankshaft, giving better ground clearance
under the cylinders while
retaining the low centre
of gravity of the flat-twin
layout. The new engine
had an electric starter,
although the traditional
gearbox-mounted kick
starter was retained. The
styling of the first models
included chrome-plated
side panels and a restyled
tank, these have been
called “toaster” models
because of the tank’s resemblance to a
kitchen toaster.
The /5 series was given
a longer rear swingarm,
resulting in a longer
wheelbase. This improved
the handling and allowed
a larger battery to be
installed. These were
called the long wheelbase,
LWB, 1973½ versions.
The /5 models were
short-lived, however, being replaced by
another new product line in
1974. In that year the 500 cc
model was deleted from the
lineup and an even bigger
900cc model was introduced,
along with improvements
to the electrical system and
frame geometry. These models were the R60/6, R75/6
and the R90/6. In 1973 a
supersport model, the BMW
R90S, was introduced. In
1975, the kick starter was finally eliminated. In addition to “/” or “slash” models,

other Airhead models such as the G/S
(later, GS) and ST also have dedicated followings within BMW circles, while others
favor certain earlier models like /5 “toasters.” Each has its merits which owners
will freely debate with enthusiasm.
In 1977, the product line moved on to
the “/7” models. The R80/7 was added to
the line. The R90 (898cc) models, “/6” and
R90S models were replaced by updated
versions with a new 1000cc; engine, the
R100/7, the R100S and the new super
sport model the R100RS with a full fairing. This sleek model, designed through
wind-tunnel testing, produced 70 hp (51
kW) and had a top speed of 200 km/h
(124 mph). The R100RS had a shorter
rear end ratio to overcome the higher
wind resistance of the full fairing. Many
period motorcycle tests in Germany (Das
Motorrad) indicated it was actually slightly slower than the R100S with only 65 hp.
In 1978, the R100RT was introduced into
the lineup for the 1979 model year, as the
first “full-dress” tourer, designed to compete in this market with the forthcoming
Honda Gold Wing.
In 1979, the R60 was replaced with
the 650cc R65, an entry-level motorcycle
with 48 hp (36 kW) that had its very own
frame design. Due to its smaller size and
better geometrics, front and rear 18-inch
(460 mm) wheels and a very light flywheel, was an incredibly well-handling
bike that could easily keep up and even
run away from its larger brothers when
in proper hands on sinuous roads. BMW
added a variant in 1982: the R65LS, a
“sportier” model with a one-fourth fairing, double front disc brakes, stiffer
suspension and different carburettors that
added 5 hp (4 kW). A short stroke version of the R65, the 450cc R45 appeared in
some markets.
1981 R65LS

Sandia Motorcycles’ First Racer
by Dean Jones, Sandia BMW
Her name is Edda Tully and she’s the fastest woman in New Mexico!
The bike stone stock made 173 hp
on the rear wheel. After porting the

(money race) she placed
fourth, and ran 54’s which is
killer for her first time back
in the saddle since her crash.

heads, degree the cams, a 5 angle
valve job and some mapping, the
beast puts out 193 on the rear wheel
and on Trick fuel 200 rwhp!
She’s got custom paint and Sandia
BMW’s logo on the belly pan.
She ran 4 races. In the ULGP

A Motorcycles Air Bag That Works
submitted by Tom Michel
The French company Bering has developed a motorcycle jacket air bag utilizing
high tech sensors to determine a crash.
Previous experiments have used a tether
as a “rip cord” to inflate the vest.
Bering’s jacket relies on specialized
modules in the jacket and on the bike to
sense if a crash or a slide is taking place.
A 6-channel crash module on the fork
uses a pair of two-axis accelerometers
and a pair of single-axis accelerometers
to recognize deceleration in three axes.
The data is then sent to a separate module
on the handlebar, and finally to a link on
the jacket. 21 liters of compressed helium
(a cold gas that will not burn the wearer,
and will stay inflated for six seconds)

inflates the jacket to cushion the
rider during the crash. The entire
processing routine takes just 80
milliseconds, according to Bering.
It is the first solution to use an
accelerometer, intelligent loss of
control detection, and do it all
wirelessly.
Now available in France,
Bering has already sold over 500 jackets
at 590 Euros each. Installation is done
by trained professionals, it is not a do-ityouself project.
In addition, the jackets can be used
multiple times before replacement is necessary (editor’s note: I can think of a few
people who could really use this feature).
Two jackets on the same bike can share
the sensing apparatus.
The Legendary Shaft

3

L OE BM W R On the Road
May

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For
more information or to
pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check the
Message Board and the
Calendar (http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on
the web site before any
event, to be apprised
of any last-minute
changes. You’ll also find
impromptu rides posted
there (and you can
suggest and post your
own!), and reviews and
opinions on club activities as they happen.
Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?

All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Sunday, May 1
Traveling Breakfast
At the Zia Diner, 326 S. Guadalupe Street,
in Santa Fe at 8:30 am. Take the St Francis
exit (282B-A) north from I-25 to Cerrillos
Road; right on Cerrillos to Guadalupe
St.; Left on Guadalupe for approximately
four or five blocks. The Zia Diner will
be on the left. Check out the Message
Board for late breaking news. Contact
Deany at DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com
Wednesday, May 4
Rally Committee Meeting
Come help us put on the biggest and
best club event of the year! Gary and
Shelly are once again hosting, with
dinner at 6 pm and the meeting at 7.
Contact Richard Knowles, Rally Chair at
rjknowles@aol.com or 750-4755.
Friday – Sunday, May 6 – 8
10th Annual Ice Cream Ride
There are so many great places, and great
ways, to ride to and around Glenwood
it’s no wonder this event is celebrating
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its 10th anniversary. There’s always a big
turnout for this event, and no wonder
with all the incredible riding opportunities in the area. Come join the excitement,
and get a serious riding fix. Contact:
motorkeen@comcast.net
Sunday, May 15
Picnic Ride to Villanueva State Park
Sponsored by Sandia/Santa Fe BMW.
Preride coffee and rolls 8:30 am at Sandia
BMW, or 9:00 at Santa Fe BMW. Picnic
lunch provided by BMW. Both paved and
GS routes for return home. RSVP to Jim
Johnson at jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com.
Wednesday, May 18
K1600 Intro, Albuquerque
Check out next year’s Bike of the Year!
Sandia BMW introduces the K1600 from
6-7:30 pm. Refreshments served. Contact
Jim Johnson for details at 884-0066 or
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com.
Saturday, May 21
K1600 Intro, Santa Fe
Santa Fe Open House and K1600 introduction from 1-4 pm. Refreshments
served. Contact Jim Johnson for details at
884-0066 or jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com.
Wednesday, June 1
Rally Committee Meeting
Come help us put on the biggest and best
club event of the year! Meeting details
to come. Contact Richard Knowles, Rally
Chair at rjknowles@aol.com or 750-4755.
Sunday, June 5
Traveling Breakfast
Details to come. Check out the Message
Board for late breaking news. Contact
Deany at DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Sunday, June 5
SMRI Track Days
Ride For Kids
After breakfast head on over to Mesa
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
del Sol Fields at Journal Pavilion for this
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
rain or shine charity event. Registration
sanctioned road racing organizais from 8 to 9:45 am, the parade ride
tion. Visit www.smri-racing.org
starts at 10 am. Minimum donation of $35 or call 281-5216 for details.
per motorcycle includes free beverages,
breakfast pastries and a light lunch. Plus
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the
that warm feeling you get from helping
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.
sick kids by supporting the Pediatric
Brain Tumor Foundation. Club members
Track Day Schedule
Tom & Donna Mitchell are major movers
May 1
May 21
and shakers for this annual event, look for June 5
July 10 (sponsored by
updates at the club web site.
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW)
August 14
September 10
Und So Weiter
October 9
Friday – Sunday, September 9 – 11
Bavarian Mountain Weekend, Sipapu
The best little rally in the Southwest,
which just happens to be hosted by our
own club! Come join 500 old and new
friends for a weekend of fun and riding in
northern New Mexico. Write it on your
phone in pen. Contact Richard Knowles,
Rally Chair at rjknowles@aol.com or
750-4755.

Race Schedule
May 22
July 31
September 11

June 26
August 28
October 23

National Events
Friday-Sunday, May 20-22
RoadRunner Rally, Chandler, AZ
The largest sport touring and adven-

®

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.
With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.
To see the new 2011 GS models and for
special offers, visit:

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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LOEBMWR
2011 Riding Challenge Entry Form
April 9 – October 30, 2011 (must be registered by May 18, 2011), see nmbmwmc.org for details
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone______________________________ Email____________________________________________________
1. MC brand, year, and model__________________________________beginning mileage___________________
2. MC brand, year, and model__________________________________beginning mileage___________________
3. MC brand, year, and model__________________________________beginning mileage___________________
4. MC brand, year, and model__________________________________beginning mileage___________________
Verified by (current LOEBMWR members):
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________________________
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ture riding rally in the Southwest.
Registration includes camping,
Friday and Saturday night dinners,
hot showers and entertainment.
Camping is available, as well as
nearby motels and cabins, and first
come bunk reservations. For more
info call (480) 861-2816 or go to
www.azbeemers.org
Thursday-Monday, May 26-30
49er Rally, Mariposa, CA
In the Sierra Nevada foothills
near Yosemite. For more info and prices
go to www.bmwnorcal.org/49er or call
(415) 587-5158.
Tuesday-Saturday, June 7-11
Americade, Lake George, NY
The world’s largest motorcycle touring
rally, in scenic Upstate New York. Join
30,000 new friends for a week of riding
and gawking. Not to mention the cross
country trip to get there! For info go to
www.americade.com
Saturday-Sunday, June 11-19
Laconia Bike Week, Laconia, NH
And after Americade head up the road to
the East Coast’s version of Sturgis. Find
out why bikers still have a bad boy reputation. Go to www.LaconiaMCWeek.com
for details.
Thursday-Sunday, June 16-19
Red Rock Rendezvous, Panguitch, UT
Day rides to Zion, Bryce, Capitol Reef, the
Grand Canyon, Grand Staircase, Escalante
and Cedar Breaks. Preregistration $40
($70 couples) until May 31 ($45/$80 at the
gate), and includes three nights camping,
BBQ dinner Saturday night and coffee. Go
to www.beehivebeemers.org or call (801)
786-0806.
Thursday-Sunday, July 21-24
BMW MOA National Rally,
Bloomsburg, PA
Join 6,000 of your best BMW
friends for the 39th MOA
National Rally. Preregistration
until June 30 is $30 for
MOA members and $40 for
non-members, gate registration will be $5 more. Go to
www.bmwmoa.org for all the
details on this major motorcycling event.

LOE BMW R

This happened
on the Sandia/
Santa Fe BMW
sponsored
Rawhide GS
Adventure
ride. It never
went flat,
the nail went
between the tire
lining and the
sidewall. Photo
by Kern Borlin
Saturday, July 25
Canyon Mixer, Northern CO
This new event, sponsored by the BMW
Motorcycle Club of Colorado, features
various routes through different scenic
canyons. $35 registration includes t-shirt,
pin, patch, breakfast, lunch and a catered
dinner. Limited to 250 participants. Email
CanyonMixer@coloradobeemers.org for
registration and more information.
Friday-Sunday, July 28-30
Top O’ the Rockies Rally, Paonia, CO
The club usually makes a big appearance
at this popular rally, stay tuned for info
on groups heading up. $50 preregistration
($60 after Juner 27). Go to www.coloradobeemer.org/content/view/2/25 or email
topoftherockies@coloradobeemers.org for
more info.
Saturday, August 6
100,000 Foot Pass Ride, CO
500 miles over 10 different mountain
passes totaling over 100,000 feet in
elevation. Registration includes t-shirt,
pin, patch, breakfast and dinner. $30
fee is limited to 300 participants. Go
to www.coloradobeemers.org or email
100kftride@coloradobeemers.org for
more info.

Officers

President:

David Hudson
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Deany Borlin
899-3220
DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Activities:

We Need You!
Volunteer!

Rally Chair:

Richard Knowles,
750-4755
rjknowles@aol.com

Treasurer:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary:

Reid Hester,
292-5678
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Helm,
293-3468
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

Webmaster:

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
The Legendary Shaft

7

PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he D a w n ’ s Pat r ol

Even in early April (this was April 3rd) Dawn’s in Cedar Crest is the place to meet on a Sunday
morning. As the weather warms up so will the crowds, and the parking lot will be packed three
rows deep. Come join in the fun, the club starts arriving around 10 am. Photos by David Wilson

