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The Club That’s Not

I spend a lot of time checking in at the
club’s web site. I like to keep in touch
with where my friends are traveling,
bikes they’re working on or buying, and
interesting ideas. So each morning I visit
to see what’s new, and return several
times a day for an update. Lately, what
I’ve been finding is…nothing. New posts
are increasingly rare, and days will go by
without anybody saying anything.
I wondered if gas prices have affected
riding habits; maybe there really isn’t
any riding going on. But recent visits
to Dawn’s on Sunday have shown that
the club is out and about doing the same
riding they always have. It’s just that
nobody is talking about it.
I remember meeting new riders, whose
infectious enthusiasm for all things
motorcycle was like a straight shot of caffeine in my own riding.
They reminded me of my
own torrid love affair
with all things motorcycle way back when.
I couldn’t get enough
and wanted to experience it all as fast and
richly as possible. My
bike was my soul mate
and I ached for the time
I could spend riding
and reveling in all these new sensations.
When I wasn’t riding I was thinking,
dreaming and reading about it, counting the hours until I could saddle up and
head out again.

Now, I’m afraid, the motorcycle experience has turned into the long marriage
that is taken for granted, coasting with
its own momentum without any youthful
passion. It’s fun and comfortable, but has
lost love’s flame.
I still remember the first LOE BMW
R event I attended, a breakfast at
Hurricane’s on Lomas in the mid-90’s.
There were about 20 members there, and
after a quick meal everybody headed out
for a ride up North 14 to Santa Fe. It was
all very informal, friendly and focused on
the ride. I joined the club immediately.
At the moment there is hardly any
organized riding in the club at all. The
ride calendar is virtually empty, and we
are in desperate need of an Activities
Coordinator. But I think even more, we
are in desperate need of a dose of enthusiasm. Less eating, less meeting, more riding.
Our club needs a straight shot of caffeine.

Remember what it felt like the first time
you looked down to see the pavement
rushing beneath your feet? Remember
when you used to dream about riding?
David Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

A subset of the
Rally Committee
(along with
Kristin and David)
hard at work (?!)
at Dawn’s on
Sunday morning,
bringing you the
next fabulous
Sipapu logo. Next
month you’ll
get a preview.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

The History of BMW Motorrad: Part 1
1918-1969
Story and photos courtesy
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW
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Pre-1921
BMW began as an aircraft engine manufacturer before World War I. With the
Armistice, the Treaty of Versailles banned
the German air force so the company
turned to making air brakes, industrial
engines, agricultural machinery, toolboxes
and office furniture and then to motorcycles and cars.
The Origin of the BMW Roundel
The circular blue and white BMW logo
or roundel is often alleged to portray
the movement of an aircraft propeller,
an interpretation that BMW adopted for
convenience in 1929, which was actually twelve years after the roundel
was created. In fact, the emblem
evolved from the circular Rapp
Motorenwerke company logo, from
which the BMW company grew. The
Rapp logo was combined with the
blue and white colors of the flag of
Bavaria to produce the BMW roundel so familiar today.
1921 – 1945
In 1921, BMW began its long
association with a 1886 German
invention known to Germans as the
boxermoter (see Karl Benz and flat
engines). The 1921 to 1922 M2B15
boxer, designed by Max Friz, was
manufactured by BMW for use as a
portable industrial engine, but was
largely used by motorcycle manufacturers, notably Victoria of Nuremberg,
and in the Helios motorcycle made
by Bayerische Flugzeugwerke. Friz
was also working on car engines.
The boxer design in a motorcycle is
firmly linked to BMW, but has been
used (not always in volume) by a
number of other companies worldwide, including Honda in their Gold
Wing from 1975 to the present.
BMW merged with Bayerische
Flugzeugwerke in 1922, inheriting from
them the Helios motorcycle and a small
two-stroke motorized bicycle called the
Flink. In 1923, BMW’s first “across the
frame” version of the boxer engine was
designed by Friz. The R32 had a 486 cc
(29.7 cubic inches) engine with 8.5 hp
(6.3 kW) and a top speed of 95 to 100

km/h (59 to 62 mph). The engine and
gearbox formed a bolt-up single unit. At
a time when many motorcycle manufacturers used total-loss oiling systems, the
new BMW engine featured a recirculating wet sump oiling system with a drip
feed to roller bearings. This system was
used by BMW until 1969, when they
adopted the “high-pressure oil” system
based on shell bearings and tight clearances, still in use today.
The R32 became the foundation for all
future boxer-powered BMW motorcycles.
BMW oriented the boxer engine with
the cylinder heads projecting out on each
side for cooling as did the earlier British
ABC. Other motorcycle manufacturers
aligned the cylinders with the frame, one
cylinder facing towards the front wheel
and the other towards the back wheel. For
example, Harley-Davidson introduced the
Model W, a flat twin oriented fore and aft
design, in 1919 and built them until 1923.
The R32 also incorporated shaft drive.
BMW continued to use shaft drive in all of
its motorcycles until the introduction of the
F650 in 1994 and the F800 series in 2006,
which featured either chain or belt drive.
In 1937, Ernst Henne rode a supercharged 500 cc (31 cubic inches) overhead
camshaft BMW 173.88 mph (279.83
km/h), setting a world record that stood
for 14 years.
During World War II the Wehrmacht
needed as many vehicles as it could get of
all types and many other German companies were asked to build motorcycles. The
BMW R75, a copy of a Zündapp KS750,
performed particularly well in the harsh
operating environment of the North
African Campaign. Motorcycles of every
style had performed acceptably well in
Europe, but in the desert the protruding
cylinders of the flat-twin engine performed better than configurations which
overheated in the sun, and shaft drives
performed better than chain-drives which
were damaged by desert grit.
So successful were the BMWs as warmachines that the U.S. Army asked
Harley-Davidson, Indian and Delco to
produce a motorcycle similar to the sidevalve BMW R71. Harley copied the BMW
engine and transmission – simply converting metric measurements to inches – and

produced the shaft-drive 750 cc (46 cubic
inches) 1942 Harley-Davidson XA.
1945–1955
The end of World War II found BMW
in ruins. Its plant outside of Munich
was destroyed by Allied bombing. The
Eisenach facility while badly damaged
was not totally destroyed and tooling
and machinery was safely stored nearby.
The facility was not dismantled by the
Soviets as reparations and sent back to the
Soviet Union where it was reassembled
in Irbit to make IMZ-Ural motorcycles as
is commonly alleged. The IMZ plant was
supplied to the Soviets by BMW under
license prior to the commencement of the
Great Patriotic War. After the war the
terms of Germany’s surrender forbade
BMW from manufacturing motorcycles.
Most of BMW’s brightest engineers were
taken to the US and the Soviet Union to
continue their work on jet engines which
BMW produced during the war.
When the ban on the production of
motorcycles was lifted in Allied controlled Western Germany, BMW had
to start from scratch. There were no
plans, blueprints, or schematic drawings because they were all in Eisenach.
Company engineers had to use surviving
pre-war motorcycles to copy the bikes.
The first post-war BMW motorcycle in
Western Germany, a 250 cc R24, was
produced in 1948. The R24 was based
on the pre-war R23, and was the only
postwar West German BMW with no
rear suspension. In 1949, BMW produced
9,200 units and by 1950 production surpassed 17,000 units.
BMW boxer twins manufactured from
1950 to 1956 included the 500 cc models
R51/2 and 24 hp (18 kW) R51/3, the 600
cc models 26 hp (19 kW) R67, 28 hp (21
kW) R67/2, and R67/3, and the sporting
35 hp (26 kW) 600 cc model R68. All these
models came with plunger rear suspensions, telescopic front forks, and chromed,
exposed drive shafts. Except for the R68,
all these twins came with “bell-bottom”
front fenders and front stands.
The situation was very different in
Soviet-controlled Eastern Germany where
BMW’s sole motorcycle plant in Eisenach
was producing R35 and a handful of R75
motorcycles for reparations. This resulted
in one BMW motorcycle plant existing in Eisenach between 1945 and 1948

and two motorcycle companies existing
between 1948 and 1952. One was a BMW
in Munich in Western Germany (later the
German Federal Republic) and the other
in Soviet controlled Eisenach, Eastern
Germany (later the German Democratic
Republic), both using the BMW name.
Eventually in 1952. after the Soviets ceded
control of the plant to the East German
Government, and following a trademark lawsuit, this plant was
renamed EMW (Eisenacher
Motoren Werke). Instead of
BMW’s blue-and-white roundel, EMW used a very similar
red-and-white roundel as its
logo. No motorcycles made
in East Germany after World
War II were manufactured under the
authority of BMW in Munich as there
was no need for an occupying power
to gain such authority. After the collapse of the Iron Curtain many EMW
models have made their way to the USA.
It is possible to find find restored R35
motorcycles today parts of which are
EMW and parts of which are BMW as
many parts are interchangeable, making authentic identification quite difficult
because all BMW R35 motorcycles were
produced in Eisenach until 1952, when
they became EMW.
1955–1969
As the 1950s progressed, motorcycle
sales plummeted. In 1957, three of
BMW’s major German competitors went
out of business. In 1954, BMW produced 30,000 motorcycles. By 1957, that
number was less than 5,500. However,
by the late 1950s, BMW
exported 85% of its boxer
twin powered motorcycles
to the United States. At that
time, Butler & Smith, Inc. was
the exclusive U.S. importer of
BMW.
In 1955, BMW began
introducing a new range of
motorcycles with Earles forks
and enclosed drive shafts. These were the
26 hp (19 kW) 500 cc R50, the 30 hp (22
kW) 600 cc R60, and the 35 hp (26 kW)
sporting 600 cc R69.
On June 8, 1959, John Penton rode a
BMW R69 from New York to Los Angeles
in 53 hours and 11 minutes, slashing over
(Continued on page 7)
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L OE BM W R On the Road
April

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For
more information or to
pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check the
Message Board and the
Calendar (http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on
the web site before any
event, to be apprised
of any last-minute
changes. You’ll also find
impromptu rides posted
there (and you can
suggest and post your
own!), and reviews and
opinions on club activities as they happen.
Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?

All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Sunday, April 3
Traveling Breakfast
8 am at Katrinah’s East Mountain
Grill, 150 Hwy 344 in Edgewood (at the
southeast corner of Hwy 344 & Dinkle
Rd.). Take exit 187 off of I-40 and turn
north onto Hwy 344. It is the next light
after you pass the Walmart. In order
to have sufficient seating for us, the
manager asks that we please arrive by
8:30 am, as the restaurant gets crowded
after that time. Check out the Message
Board for late breaking news. Contact
Deany at DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com
Wednesday, April 6
Rally Committee Meeting
Come help us put on the biggest and best
club event of the year! Check the Message
Board for meeting location and time.
Contact Richard Knowles, Rally Chair at
rjknowles@aol.com or 750-4755.
Sunday, May 1
Traveling Breakfast
Details to come. Check out the Message

Board for late breaking news. Contact
Deany at DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com
Wednesday, May 4
Rally Committee Meeting
Come help us put on the biggest and best
club event of the year! Location and time
to come. Contact Richard Knowles, Rally
Chair at rjknowles@aol.com or 750-4755.
Friday – Sunday, May 6 – 8
10th Annual Ice Cream Ride
There are so many great places, and great
ways, to ride to and around Glenwood
it’s no wonder this event is celebrating
its 10th anniversary. There’s always a big
turnout for this event, and no wonder
with all the incredible riding opportunities in the area. Come join the excitement,
and get a serious riding fix. Contact:
motorkeen@comcast.net
SMRI Track Days
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.
Track Day Schedule
April 10
May 1
May 21
June 5
July 10 (sponsored by Sandia/Santa Fe
BMW)
August 14
September 10
October 9
Race Schedule
April 17
June 26
August 28

May 22
July 31
September 11

October 23

Yosemite. For more info and prices go
to www.bmwnorcal.org/49er or call
(415) 587-5158.

National Events
Friday-Sunday, April 8-10
Texas National Rally, Llano, TX
Minutes from Fredericksburg and
Luckenbach, near the Texas Hill Country.
Friday night chili and 24 hour coffee. No
entry fee, but camping/RV fees. For more
info go to www.sabmwra.org or email
pmulhern@swbell.net

Tuesday-Saturday, June 7-11
Americade, Lake George, NY
The world’s largest motorcycle touring
rally, in scenic Upstate New York. Join
30,000 new friends for a week of riding
and gawking. Not to mention the cross
country trip to get there! For info go to
www.americade.com

Friday-Sunday, May 20-22
RoadRunner Rally, Chandler, AZ
The largest sport touring and adventure riding rally in the Southwest.
Registration includes camping, Friday
and Saturday night dinners, hot showers
and entertainment. Camping is available, as well as nearby motels and cabins,
and first come bunk reservations. For
more info call (480) 861-2816 or go to
www.azbeemers.org

Saturday-Sunday, June 11-19
Laconia Bike Week, Laconia, NH
And after Americade head up the road to
the East Coast’s version of Sturgis. Find
out why bikers still have a bad boy reputation. Go to www.LaconiaMCWeek.com
for details.

Thursday-Monday, May 26-30
49er Rally, Mariposa, CA
In the Sierra Nevada foothills near

Thursday-Sunday, June 16-19
Red Rock Rendezvous, Panguitch, UT
Day rides to Zion, Bryce, Capitol Reef, the
Grand Canyon, Grand Staircase, Escalante
and Cedar Breaks. Preregistration $40
($70 couples) until May 31 ($45/$80
at the gate), and includes three nights

®

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.
With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.
To see the new 2011 GS models and for
special offers, visit:

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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camping, BBQ dinner Saturday night and
coffee. Go to www.beehivebeemers.org or
call (801) 786-0806.
Thursday-Sunday, July 21-24
BMW MOA National Rally,
Bloomsburg, PA
Join 6,000 of your best BMW friends
for the 39th MOA National Rally.
Preregistration until June 30 is $30 for
MOA members and $40 for non-members,
gate registration will be $5 more. Go to
www.bmwmoa.org for all the details on
this major motorcycling event.
Saturday, July 25
Canyon Mixer, Northern CO
This new event, sponsored by the BMW
Motorcycle Club of Colorado, features
various routes through different scenic
canyons. $35 registration includes t-shirt,
pin, patch, breakfast, lunch and a catered
dinner. Limited to 250 participants. Email
CanyonMixer@coloradobeemers.org for
registration and more information.
Friday-Sunday, July 28-30
Top O’ the Rockies Rally, Paonia, CO
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The club usually makes a big appearance
at this popular rally, stay tuned for info
on groups heading up. $50 preregistration
($60 after Juner 27). Go to www.coloradobeemer.org/content/view/2/25 or email
topoftherockies@coloradobeemers.org for
more info.
Saturday, August 6
100,000 Foot Pass Ride, CO
500 miles over 10 different mountain
passes totaling over 100,000 feet in
elevation. Registration includes t-shirt,
pin, patch, breakfast and dinner. $30
fee is limited to 300 participants. Go
to www.coloradobeemers.org or email
100kftride@coloradobeemers.org for
more info.
Thursday-Saturday, August 18-20
Beartooth Rendezvous,
Red Lodge, MT
Actually, it’s in Idaho 10 miles outside
Red Lodge. If you’ve never ridden the
Beartooth, you don’t know what you’re
missing! $50 preregistration ($70 at the
gate). Go to www.beartoothbeemers.org
or call (406) 445-2044 for more info.

The History of BMW Motorrad (Continued from page 3)
24 hours from the previous record of 77 hours and 53 minutes set by Earl Robinson on a
45 cubic inch (740 cc) Harley-Davidson.
Although U.S. sales of BMW motorcycles were strong, BMW was in financial trouble.
Through the combination of selling off its aircraft
The Watermelon
engine division and obtaining financing with the
Mountain Jug Band
help of Herbert Quandt, BMW was able to survive.
The world famous band
The turnaround was thanks in part to the increasfeatures our own Gary
ing success of BMW’s automotive division. Since the
Oleson playing one string
beginnings of its motorcycle manufacturing, BMW
for all it’s worth!
periodically introduced single-cylinder models. In
1967, BMW offered the last of these, the R27. Most of
April 2
BMW’s offerings were still designed to be used with
Watermelon Mountain
sidecars. By this time sidecars were no longer a conRanch Adopt-a-thon
sideration of most riders; people were interested in
Petsmart
sportier motorcycles.
10248 Coors Bypass NW
The 26 hp (19 kW) R50/2, 30 hp (22 kW) R60/2,
12 noon – 2 pm
and 42 hp (31 kW) R69S marked the end of sidecarcapable BMWs. Of this era, the R69S remains the
and
most desirable example of the dubbed “/2” (“slashtwo”) series because of significantly greater engine
La Cumbre Brewing
power than other models, among other features
Company
unique to this design.
3313 Girard NE
For the 1968 and 1969 model years only, BMW
6 – 9 pm
exported into the United States three “US” models.
These were the R50US, the R60US, and the R69US. On
April 8
these motorcycles, there were no sidecar lugs attached
The Range Café
to the frame and the front forks were telescopic forks,
Bernalillo
which were later used worldwide on the slash-5 series
7:30 – 9:30 pm
of 1970 through 1973. Earles-fork models were sold
simultaneously in the United States as buyers had
July 10
their choice of front suspensions.
City of Rio Rancho
Summer Music
Haynes Park
Sales, Service, Parts
Rio Rancho
BMW Riders Wear
7 – 8:30 pm
September 13
Rio Rancho Public Library
Cultural Series
Esther Bone Memorial
Library
Rio Rancho
6:30 – 7:45 pm
September 9
BMW Motorcycle Rally
Sipapu
6 – 7:30 pm
November 12
The Fur Ball –
Fundraiser for
Watermelon Mountain
Ranch Animal Rescue
(details TBA)

2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

LOE BMW R

Officers

President:

David Hudson
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Deany Borlin
899-3220
DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Activities:

We Need You!
Volunteer!

Rally Chair:

Richard Knowles,
750-4755
rjknowles@aol.com

Treasurer:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary:

Reid Hester,
292-5678
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Helm,
293-3468
cfesa@aol.com

Webmaster:

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
The Legendary Shaft
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he re a r v ie w

Now that spring has sprung Dawn’s is once again the Sunday morning hot spot. Bikes of every vintage and description pack
the parking lot in rows three deep. The club makes its weekly pilgrimmage after Sunday morning breakfast. Stop by and join in
the ogling! Photo by Kristin Ackerson

