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News from

Big Changes?

By the time you read
this I’m hoping that last
month’s record-setting
awful weather is a distant memory and that
Spring has sprung. I
know for myself that the
temperatures have been
much more accommodating for my motorcycle
commute, which is a Very Good Thing as
gas prices climb into the mid-$3 range.
My bike is no gas sipper (especially the
way I ride it) but it’s certainly better than
the cage (especially the way I drive it).
And though it’s a pretty discouraging
portent of things to come, the last time
gas shot through the roof was a pretty
exciting time for our sport. Bikes filled
the roads, flew out of the showrooms, and
I remember it being difficult to even find
a scooter for sale anywhere. The MSF
program, which has lately fallen on hard
times due to the cost cutting of “luxuries”
the economy has forced on most people,
was bursting at the seams as two wheeled
travel moved from the hobby category to
necessity.
Most places in the world have much
higher gas prices than we do, and most
places have a much different perspective
on motorcycling than we in the States do.
I predict that, if this is the final upward
climb in price of the last gas that we’ve
been forever expecting, that the ranks of
Hummers will significantly thin out, and
our brethren on two wheels will become
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a lot more conspicuous.
If they ever get the electric motor thing
worked out, of course, the whole situation
will shift back again. But in the meantime we may be getting ready for the
next motorcycle renaissance. While that
is a good thing traffic-congestion-wise,
environment-wise and economy-wise, I
suspect it’s also going to be a crap shoot
safety-wise. Just imagine hordes of firsttime riders flooding the streets in the
New Mexico accoutrement of sandals and
shorts and you have a good idea.
It’s a good thing they will have all of us
BMW riders wearing the latest cocoon of
safety gear all the time (we do, don’t we?)
to look up to as role models!
Having said all that, I wonder what
impact all of this will have on our sport
as we veterans know it. Will there be
fewer big road trips? What will happen to
weekend joy riding, or even cruising the
drag? I suspect that for hard core bikers
who ride to stay sane there will still be
plenty of tank torching. But our lifestyle
is certainly in for some big changes.
David Wilson, editor

Dan Spanovich and
I discuss riding in
February, how hot
the green chile in the
burritos is, and how cool
David Hudson’s garage
is at the Progressive
Breakfast. See page
2 for a full report.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Ride a Little, Eat a Lot

The 2011 Progressive Breakfast
story and photos
by David Wilson

Y

ou never know what to
expect when heading out
for a ride in the depths of winter,
but over 35 riders kicked off the
2011 riding season at February 6’s
Progressive Breakfast. The magic
we’ve come to expect on this ride
continued with clear skies and
not-cold weather (I avoid the term
“warm,” though compared to the
temperatures of the next couple of
weeks it was positively toasty).
There was a little bit of riding,
a lot of hot food and coffee, and
plenty of cameraderie. Thanks
to club members David and Lori
Blanc, David and Alison Hudson,

and Charlie Smith for opening
their homes (and garages) to a
horde of hungry, cold bikers.
The last stop featured a spirited
business meeting and election of
new club officers, see the list on
page 7.
Enthusiasm was in the air for
the coming of warm weather
and the chance to hit the road
for real. It’s about time!
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L OE BM W R On the Road
March

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For
more information or to
pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check the
Message Board and the
Calendar (http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on
the web site before any
event, to be apprised
of any last-minute
changes. You’ll also find
impromptu rides posted
there (and you can
suggest and post your
own!), and reviews and
opinions on club activities as they happen.
Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?

All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Sunday, March 6
Traveling Breakfast
8 am at the El Comalero at 2511 Isleta
Blvd, SW in Albuquerque. Check
out the Message Board for late
breaking news. Come for the eating, and stay for the riding! Contact
Deany at kernborlin@yahoo.com
Wednesday, March 9
Rally Committee Meeting
6 pm at Gary and Kathy Cade’s – the meeting portion will begin at 6:30. Directions
and an agenda will be in the Members
Only section of the web site. The main
focus for the meeting will be firming
up the logo, and putting together some
smaller groups to get some key tasks done.
Contact Richard Knowles, Rally Chair at
rjknowles@aol.com
Sunday, April 3
Traveling Breakfast
Details to come. Check out the Message
Board for late breaking news. Contact
Deany at kernborlin@yahoo.com

Wednesday, April 6
Rally Committee Meeting
Come help us put on the biggest and best
club event of the year! Location and time
to come. Contact Richard Knowles, Rally
Chair at rjknowles@aol.com
Und So Weiter
Friday – Sunday, May 6 – 8
10th Annual Ice Cream Ride
There are so many great places, and great
ways, to ride to and around Glenwood
it’s no wonder this event is celebrating
its 10th anniversary. There’s always a big
turnout for this event, and no wonder
with all the incredible riding opportunities in the area. Come join the excitement,
and get a serious riding fix. Contact:
motorkeen@comcast.net
SMRI Track Days
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.
Track Day Schedule
April 10
May 1
May 21
June 5
July 10
August 14
September 10
October 9
Race Schedule
April 17
June 26
August 28
October 23

May 22
July 31
September 11

What News There Is
BMW MOA Rally:
A Diva’s Perspective
by Mary Lou Dobbs
Edited and reprinted from the BMW MOA
Owner’s News by author’s permission
When a friend and fellow member of the
club e-mailed to see if I’d like to ride to
Redmond, Oregon, for the 38th BMW
MOA National Rally, my “fun-meter”
revved up with the anticipation of another
big adventure. Then reality hit. I had only
ridden my R1200RT to Paonia, a daring
adventure for any 60-plus “Diva.” While
Paonia was 400 miles away, Redmond is
more than 1,300 miles one way.
Suddenly I was engulfed in fears of the
unknown, worrying about every worst
case what if? scenario imaginable: “What
if I get hurt? What if I get lost? What if
I can’t ride 450 miles a day?” Without
having even begun the trip, I was already
psyching myself out. But then I remembered something that had escaped my
consciousness during those moments
of paranoia: I wrote my book Repotting
Yourself specifically to espouse the idea

of living through intention, without
fear, to have fun and living life “fullthrottle.”
Most of our fears are sculpted through
experience. Women in particular let
fear stop them from learning. We either
drop into a black hole or we choose to
seek out adventure, excitement and fun.
With training, we can start to experience what empowerment feels like. I
literally wrote the book on how to overcome these fears, but in that moment of
panic, I ran through the gambit of fears.
If riding to Redmond would test my
limits, it would also expand them, and
life is about the adventure, the journey,
the danger and the bravery to
overcome your fear. I immediately
called for hotel reservations and
heard laughter at the other end of
the phone: “Redmond has been
sold out for over a year.”
Camping wasn’t an option, but
I’d already registered, already
made up my mind about conquering my fears. I got a flash of
inspiration to call the Redmond Chamber
of Commerce, who got me some rooms in

®

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.
With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.
To see the new 2011 GS models and for
special offers, visit:

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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a home that I would be sharing
bers signed up for the Mt. Bachelor tram
with my son.
ride and luncheon about 45 miles out of
Our first day on the road from
Redmond. As if to expel my fear of being
Albuquerque took us through
ignored and having no one to talk to, I sat
100-degree temperatures. But
next to a woman named Lynn who shared
before we knew it we were in Page, with me that she was doing a 1,000-mile
Arizona. We’d driven 479 miles!
solo ride for Pony Express, a fundraiser to
My initial fears were withering by help fight cancer. Lynn and her husband
the second!
said that she just purchased a “SPOT” – a
On Thursday afternoon we
satellite tracking system that sends proarrived at the Deschutes County
grammed text messages to her husband
Fair and Expo Center. The volthroughout the course of her rides. Lynn
unteers handed us armbands and
said this reduced her fear of riding alone
tickets for 500-plus door prizes.
while allowing her husband a similar
More than 6,100 BMW enthusiasts sense of comfort. I thought riding alone
had registered, and 83 percent
was always kind of scary, but by conwere men!
tinuing to test your limits – and now this
It was a beautiful sight to see
SPOT equipment – you’re continuing to
so many excited BMW owners
push the limits of your comfort zone.
gathering and talking with likeMy son Shannon arrived early Friday
minded people from all over the
evening and we spent some quality time
world, sharing their experiences
together over dinner. Saturday morning
of the open road: the thrill of ridwe attended several classes on everything
ing, the freedom, and of course the from riding safety to motorcycle gear
speed! The entire rally was buzzfor women. Denise Maple, president of
ing with activities.
VaVaVroom, an apparel company specifiFriday was my first full day at
cally for women, has a philosophy that
the rally and I and 40 other memclosely resembles my own: “We don’t
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observe life. We ride it. Fast.” She gave
grand adventure, I know some things
great advice on the unique challenges
will never change. I learned how imporwomen face. One issue was with properly
tant it is to watch each other’s back
fitting gear. She gave some excellent Web
on the road. I also learned to look for
sites for women’s apparel, including her
oncoming traffic when peeing behind
own, VaVaVroom.com.
a sign that says “Welcome to Utah.” I
Tracy McCarty, from Kansas, gave
learned that if you lower your motorcytips on how to pick up your bike if it
cle seat, be sure to buy a new kickstand
falls while riding alone. In fact, Melissa
or you’ll have difficulty finding flat
Coronel of California, a first time attendee spots to park your bike. I also learned
who owns a 350-pound bike, met the
how a community of BMW riders creates
challenge of picking up an R1200RT with
a sense of fellowship that has no male/
ease. A basic BMW slogan is: “all the
female boundaries.
gear, all the time.” But it turns out there
I learned I could surpass my selfare safety options beyond the basic helimposed boundaries of what I thought
met, gloves and protective clothing. My
was impossible. I learned I could become
son and I visited a booth sponsored by
a Viking Goddess Road Warrior and that
Adventure Tech, which sells LED modusharing this first time rally experience
lated brake lights. He purchased a set of
with my son was priceless. As the memoP3 lights for me, validating his love for
ries, comradeship, newfound confidence
me and increased his inheritance by fifty
and adventure still linger, I’m sure anothpercent.
er trip will present itself, and I know that
We also watched Chris “Teach” McNeil, even if those fears of the unknown jump
a champion motorcycle freestyle perup and try to scare me, I’ll be out on the
former sponsored by BMW Motorrad, as
road in no time. I encourage all of you
he executed numerous stunts and oneto let go of your fears, to turn on your
wheeled spins in the parking lot. My son “fun-meter” and to learn to live life “fullwas amazed to watch “Teach” stop and
throttle” at any age.
spin on one wheel; he also demonstrated
Author’s note: I will be a keynote
the benefits of ABS brakes. This example
speaker and vendor at the BMW MOA
gave me the confidence that I could stop
International Rally in Bloomburg,
quickly and safely if needed.
Pennsylvania, July 21-24.
We realized how quickly
the time had flown by. It was
Saturday evening and we
Sales, Service, Parts
were walking to the Hooker
BMW Riders Wear
Creek Event Center to attend
the closing ceremonies. With
2578 Camino Entrada
our fingers crossed and our
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
tickets in hand, we watched
(505) 474-0066
the prize drawings for every1-888-774-0066
thing from clothing to tires to
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
Adriatic Moto Tours. Neither
of us, unfortunately, held the
www.santafebmw.com
winning ticket for the grand
prize, a new BMW F800GS.
We spent the Sunday after
the rally as a down day,
exploring the lakes and nearby mountains, taking turns
washing the layers of grime
off my bike. After attending
the educational presentations
on BMW safety gear and
equipment, my son was ready
to ditch his Honda Shadow
and became a Beemer owner.
As I reflect back upon my

Officers

President:

David Hudson
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Deany Borlin
899-3220
kernborlin@yahoo.com

Activities:

We Need You!
Volunteer!

Rally Chair:

Richard Knowles,
rjknowles@aol.com

Treasurer:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary:

Reid Hester,
292-5678
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Helm,
293-3468,
cfesa@aol.com

Webmaster:

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
The Legendary Shaft
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he re a r v ie w

February’s Progressive Breakfast is almost always blessed by fabulous weather, and this year we weren’t let down. It was cool,
but not cold, and each stop featured plenty of hot food and drink to keep the 30 plus riders going. At David Blanc’s house, the
first stop, we were also treated to a firepit out back and a spectacular view to eat and drink by. Photo by David Wilson

