October 2010

Stretching the Riding

We’ve entered the best riding time of the
year, and for a change the crazy weather
is working in our favor. The days have
been crystal clear and cool, with the
blustering rains waiting for nighttime
to rear their crackling heads. As I write
this the Balloon Fiesta is in full swing
with the most ideal flying conditions I
can remember. Every day is a fantastic
Mass Ascension, instead of constant fear
and disappointment of bad weather.
So it was for this year’s rally. It was
memorable for all the things that didn’t
happen, like rain and snow, freezing
temperatures, and poor turnout from a
tumbling economy. It was a relaxed, fun
time with a laid back crowd having fun in
the mountains. Just what you would hope
our rally would be.
I remember last year spending our
aborted ride struggling through freezing
sleet and fog while hoping to get back to
the rally site in one piece. This year the
same route was warm and clear, the roads
perfect and even the ever-present wind
between Eagle Nest and Angel Fire a bit
diminished. It was so nice to return to the
rally fatigued from a sporty loop around
the Enchanted Circle, instead of worn out,
cold and soggy.
Once again the rally organizers and
dedicated group of volunteers worked
to transparently make the rally appear
to run on its own. It’s appropriate that a
rally for the German marque proceeds
like clockwork, but the sweat and experience of our own group make the whole

event seem effortless. Of course it’s not,
and they all deserve our heartiest thanks
and congratulations. We’ve got one of the
best BMW rallies in the country, and the
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workers and planners get the credit. Well,
maybe the incredible location gets some of
the credit too…
So it continues as October gets underway. The temperatures are warmer than
usual (one of the perks of global warming), extending the riding day and the
riding season further into Autumn. The
trees have barely started to change – it
seems quality motorcycling will extend
into winter this year. We may get an extra
month before having to dig out the electrics. Of course, at the same time our club
calendar is winding down, shifting into
the more sedate indoor events of the fall
and winter. I would suggest keeping an
eye on the online discussion board, where
impromptu day rides may pop up at the
last minute. Here’s hoping that this year
there will be more last minutes!
David Wilson, editor

Left: Kristin and David
relax at the rally. You
may have seen him
properly geared up,
riding his hooligan
Ducati stunt bike over
rocks and tent pegs,
fearlessly doing wheelies
and stoppies. At two
he knows where all the
motorcycle controls are,
and certainly has the
same enthusiasm to ride
as I do.
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Sipapu 2010!

Photos by
Kristin Ackerson,
Marina Ackerson,
Lynn Coburn,
Marcelo Vasquez and
David Wilson
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It wasn’t too hot, it wasn’t too cold. There
was no rain, snow or sleet. There were no
accidents, and no loud parties late at night
(other than in the Lodge). This year’s rally
was notable for what there wasn’t. What
there were was over 440 motorcyclists
from all over the country congregating
in Sipapu. The roads were clean and relatively clear of traffic. The rally volunteers
once again did a superlative job of keeping
the whole event running like clockwork.
All in all, it was a relaxing weekend of riding and eating, just what the perfect rally
should be.
Sipapu 2010 kicked off at the Oleson’s
Labor Day bash, where all the rally swag
was on display, in addition to a giant lunch
that showed up later in the Club House’s
refrigerator as leftovers.
Friday night was entertainment by the
Watermelon Mountain Jug Band, followed
by the exclusive club dinner masterfully
barbecued by Don Cameron.
Saturday saw the Poker Rally, Tech
Sessions, spending sprees at the vendors’
tents and riding throughout the early Fall
northern mountains. Dinner on Saturday
night was the usual all-out food frenzy,
followed by music by the Great Blue
Whales and prize distribution. Dancing
followed until late in the night (by earlyrising BMW rider standards).
The Bavarian Mountain Weekend is
hands-down the best little rally in the
Southwest. Thanks to rally chair RJ
Mirabal and cohort David Hudson, and to
the throngs of volunteers who worked tirelessly to make sure the weekend went without a hitch. They deserve a big round of applause for their efforts. For the riders who
came from far and near to visit us, there were no hitches!
The photos continue on pages 3, 5 and 6. Even more in the Rear View!

The Legendary Shaft

3

L OE BM W R On the Road
October

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For
more information or to
pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact
Timothy SanchezBrown, (505) 328-2413,
tsbabq@gmail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check the
Message Board and the
Calendar (http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on
the web site before any
event, to be apprised
of any last-minute
changes. You’ll also find
impromptu rides posted
there (and you can
suggest and post your
own!), and reviews and
opinions on club activities as they happen.
Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Saturday, October 16
Business Meeting
At Santa Fe BMW, food starts at 9 am,
the meeting at 9:30, and beautiful fall
riding immediately after. This is when
we traditionally turn in our riding challenge information as well as discuss the
Christmas party and begin planning for
the Progressive Breakfast. Also a time
to find out which Board positions will
be vacated, so if you are interested in
helping out with the club now is the
time to find out what you can do as
a valuable volunteer. Contact Matt at
nmcruiser@cableone.net
Sunday, October 24
YWCA Pink Ribbon Ride
Finding breast cancer early can mean
the difference between life and death.
You can help the YWCA to continue to provide life-saving mammograms
to women in need. We have reached
nearly 210,000 women through our
program since 1994. But now, the community’s need has never been greater! Join

us for an inspirational fundraising rally
beginning at 9 am with registration and
breakfast at the YWCA’s Piñon Canyon
Center in Tijeras. Riders will cruise by
beautiful ponderosa forests, winding their
way through the east mountains, ending up at Billy’s Long Bar on San Mateo
in Albuquerque at 2pm. Sign up with a
minimum pledge of $25 by October 15th
(cost is $30 thereafter). You will receive
a stylish long-sleeved t-shirt, raffle ticket,
breakfast, non-alcoholic refreshments,
and access to the post-ride celebration
at Billy’s! Whether you ride in memory
or in tribute of someone you love, or
just because you love to ride, share your
passion for the road while saving lives
from breast cancer! For more information
and to register, visit www.ywca-nm.org
or contact Mary Lou Dobbs at
mldobbs@comcast.net
Und So Weiter
Saturday, December 11
Christmas Party
At the Zea. Contact:
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
SMRI Track Days
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
Track Day Schedule
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.
October 16
Race Schedule
October 17

Action-figure sold separately.
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Both new and used R1200 GS Adventure models are currently available.

MOTORCYCLES

6001 Pan American West Fwy NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109-3421
(505) 884-0066
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LOE BMW R

John Jordan’s Sandia BMW GS Ride
story and pictures by Kern Borlin
John put on a hell of a
ride. Deany and I really had a great time.
For us, it was tough.
But, watching my 64
year old wife grab the
throttle of a 500+ lb
GS in rock, ruts and
mud bogs made it all
worthwhile. She never
missed a beat…nor did the GS.
Thanks John for organizing a great
ride. I think most of the 33 that went
along would agree. Thanks Sandia and
Santa Fe BMW for the wonderful lunch.
For a while there, I thought I was at
a fancy wedding, not a GS ride in the
mountains. You guys are pure class!

Officers

President:

Matt Stinson,
553-4018
nmcruiser@cableone.net

Vice President:

 avid Hudson
D
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Activities:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Rally Chair:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Rally Co-Chair:

David Hudson
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Treasurer:

Timothy Sanchez-Brown,
328-2413
tsbabq@gmail.com

Secretary:

Reid Hester,
292-5678
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@juno.com

The Watermelon
Mountain Jug Band
The world famous band
features our own Gary
Oleson playing one string
for all it’s worth!
October 23, 7:30 9:30 pm
The Range Café
Bernalillo
November 6, The Furr
Ball, (TBA)
Fundraiser for
Watermelon Mountain
Ranch
El Pinto Restaurant
10500 4th St. NW

Webmaster:
Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us

December 5, 4 - 7 pm
O’Niell’s Pub
4310 Central SE
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he re a r v ie w

The Wild Turkey empire expands to cover half the campground at this year’s Sipapu rally. Now that’s luxury camping! Check
out inside for the roundup of this year’s rally. No rain, no snow – it was a beautiful weekend. Photos by David Wilson

