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Skid Season

On a recent trip up to the
Peak I noticed that it is once
again Skid Season. That’s
the time when all the rear
brake riders get their bikes
out after a long Fall, Winter
bars and an aversion to
and Spring nap and hit the
any type of leaning in
twisties. You can see where
the corners. That’s the
they’ve been by following
bottom photo, where you
the single black lines that
can see their riding style
lead right off the edge of the
road, often ending at a bent
guardrail.
I should mention that on
this particular trip up the
mountain I was driving the
Ranger with David in his baby seat next
to me. I happened upon the particular
corner in the top picture about half way
down, where two bikes had bitten the
in all its glory, along with the truck with
dust, hopefully at different times. I looked their friend’s dead bike, and Kristin on
over the edge and was surprised to see
her F650 wondering what took me so long
fairing chunks next to the guardrail. My
to drive down the mountain. So maybe
motorcycle racial profiling had led me to
he was “too hot in the corner,” but with
think that it was only Harley riders who
these riding habits almost any speed
suffered this malady.
would be too hot.
About two corners later I came upon
Every picture, and every skid, tells a
a group of sportbike riders loading a
story. So here’s a few for the beginning of
mashed Yamaha into the back of a pickup. a new riding season: 1) the front brake is
“Too hot into the corner” was the excuse,
your friend, 2) relax on those handlebars,
but rear brake riding was my diagnosis. I
and don’t be afraid to lean in the corners,
followed his friends down the rest of the
and 3) some proper riding gear might be
mountain (in my pickup truck, I remind
in order too.
you), on the brakes the whole time as
Oh yeah, and don’t focus on that guardthey crept to the bottom. I didn’t see any
rail. That’s another column, to be called
braking drama, but there was plenty of
“Target Fixation.”
evidence of straightarming the handleDavid Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

The influx of new riders
into our sport almost
guarantees that most
of them don’t really
know how to ride. Just
check out the skids in
almost every corner of
the Crest road, or the
riding posture of the
vast majority of our
fellow riders. T-shirts
and sneakers are a fair
giveaway, too, that they
haven’t experienced the
physics of falling first
hand.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

6/19/10 Sandia Open House
photos by Kristin
Ackerson, David Wilson
and Mark Winslow
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On Saturday Sandia
BMW held an Open
House. The BMW
truck was there
with test rides all
day on the newest
motorcycles from the
Fatherland. In addition to the requisite
food in club-sized
portions, Race Tech
put on a seminar to
demystify the murky
realm of suspension.
There was much
riding, eating, and
everybody left a little
more edumacated
about motorcycles.

Sandia Track Day 6/20/10
Track day…ah yes…the chance to find
as well as RT’s. You don’t need a special
out more about your bike and yourself
“track bike” unless you plan on entering
all legal and safe at speeds you cannot
the Expert class. You (the rider) get to
replicate on public highways without
choose the class that’s most comfortable.
the threat of loose gravel, loose automoWith Sandia BMW paying your $75 entry
biles, loose animals or the Man. You can
fee as well as providing a catered lunch
ride as slowly as you wish in the Novice
and trackside tech help, you can’t afford
class, as fast as you feel comfortable in the not to attend. Try it…you’ll like it.
Intermediate class or as fast as all getout
in the Expert class.
I found out that too much tire pressure
will make your bike feel like your tires
have too little air. This only happened to
me when I was quite leaned over in a corner and the rear end stepped out slightly
when accelerating out of the turn. The
sensation was enough to make me seriously want to find out what was wrong.
Letting about 5 or 6 lbs out of front and
rear solved the issue. I then discovered
that with no stepping out, I gained more
confidence and went even faster and
surer around the track. However not fast
enough to pass Jim Johnson on his new
1200 GS!
Watching the fast guys set up and take
the corners’ apex was very important to
complete a smooth, comfortable and quick
time around the course. I have run the
Sandia course on three different occasions: once counter-clockwise and twice
clockwise, but this time the day really felt
good with getting my braking down and
apexing properly. Experiencing just how
much your bike will lean before grinding
metal and just how far you can go into
a corner at speed might help you not to
panic in street riding where emergency
situations might arise.
I will definitely attend future track
days and I encourage all other riders to
come and find out for themselves. You
will need riding pants that zip to your
armored jacket, leather gloves,
boots over your ankles, a full
face helmet of recent manufacture and a non-leaking
bike of any size with all the
glass and plastic taped up
(windshields excluded). A
naked bike is probably better
due to the lighter weight and
less $ to repair should that
be needed but I have seen
Goldwings run the course

story by David Hudson
photos by Kristin
Ackerson and David
Wilson

Every type of BMW was
out on the track, from a
gaggle of S1000RRs to
Kristin on her ‘97 F650.
Race Tech was doing free
suspension adjustments
all day. Over 35 BMWs
showed up for the high
speed, skill sharpening
event.
The Legendary Shaft
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L OE BM W R On the Road
July

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For
more information or to
pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact
Timothy SanchezBrown, (505) 328-2413,
tsbabq@gmail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check the
Message Board and the
Calendar (http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on
the web site before any
event, to be apprised
of any last-minute
changes. You’ll also find
impromptu rides posted
there (and you can
suggest and post your
own!), and reviews and
opinions on club activities as they happen.
Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.

4 The Legendary Shaft

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Saturday

August
Sunday

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Saturday

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

29

30

1

2

3

4

5

Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Offroad GS Classes in California
Want to ride your GS offroad with proficiency? Numerous classes are scheduled
throughout the Spring in CA. Check out
Message Board thread online.
Sunday, July 4
BarbQ at Dawn’s
11am - 2pm, free lunch at Dawn’s! Doesn’t
get much better than that. Head on over
to Cedar Crest and eat eat eat!
Saturday-Sunday, July 10-11
Ladies Ride to spend the night in the
Jemez Mountains
At Mary Lou’s cabin. We’ll meet at
1pm at the gas station on the west side
of I-25 on Tramway. We’ll take a leisurely ride up to the Jemez and walk to
a nearby restaurant for dinner. We will
get up Sunday, eat breakfast, and ride
the loop. Please RSVP as there are two
additional beds. First two responses get
the bed and the rest will need to bring
your sleeping bag for the floor. Contact:
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Thursday-Sunday, July 15-18
BMW National Rally, Redmond, OR
www.bmwmoa.org/rally10
Thursday-Sunday, July 22-25
Paonia Rally, CO
www.coloradobeemers.org/content/
view/2/25/
Friday-Sunday, July 23-25
Moto GP Race, Laguna Seca, CA
www.motogp.com/it/events/
United+States/2010
Saturday, July 31 Tentative
Club Birthday Party Picnic
11am - 2pm at the Yucca Group site at the
Oak Flats picnic area on South 14 (the
same place as always). Contact Matt at
nmcruiser@cableone.net
Wednesday, August 4
Last Rally Meeting!
The last rally meeting will be held at
6pm at Terry and Kathy’s. Contact RJ at
rjmirabal@yahoo.com
Saturday, August 7th
Colorado 100,000’ Ride
Registration is now open, with a limited
number of riders accepted. www.coloradobeemers.org/content/view/28/37/
Friday-Sunday, August 13-15
Ladies – Let’s take in Salida, CO
Details to come. Contact Susie at
albqsusieq@comcast.net or Deb
debfnp@gmail.com
Und So Weiter
Monday, September 6
Pre-Rally Party
11am - 2pm at the Olesons.

Friday-Sunday, September 10-12
Rally Time! Bavarian Mountain
Weekend
The club’s biggest bash of the year. Write
this on your calendar in pen.
National Events
Thursday, July 29 - Sunday, August 1
The BMW RA 2010 International Rally
At Green Mountain Energy Park, Pownal,
VT. Nestled in the southwest corner of
Vermont between Bennington, VT and
Williamstown, MA, this site offers superb
riding in any direction: Green Mountains
to the north, Berkshires to the south and
Catskills to the west. This location is
also known as the Green Mountain race
track that is located in Pownal, VT. GPS:
N 42 45.541 W 073 13.921. Mark your
calendars and make plans to ride some of
the best paved and unpaved roads in the
Northeast. Go to BMWRA.org for details.
SMRI Track Days
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA

sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
Track Day Schedule
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.
July 22
August 21
September 12
October 16
Race Schedule
July 25
September 18-19

August 22
October 17

What News There Is
May 2nd Ride!
by Kern & Deany Borlin
OK, This is Abuquerque, right?
Land of sun and beautiful
mountain rides, right?
So we have a Traveling
Breakfast in Los Lunas. Great
place, great food. Afterwards,
Bill Olsson, John Helm, Bob
Hall, Milton Brown, Deany
and I decide to go to Dawn’s,
through Mountainair and the

Action-figure sold separately.
I]ZJai^bViZ
9g^k^c\ BVX]^cZ 

Both new and used R1200 GS Adventure models are currently available.

MOTORCYCLES

6001 Pan American West Fwy NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109-3421
(505) 884-0066
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Manzanos to Tijeras. A little cold, but
what the hey.
As we go towards
Mountainair, we
notice a few clouds
over the Manzanos.
A little dark, no
big thing. We get
a few snow flakes
as we approach
Mountainair. That
should have been a
clue, but we are LOE
BMW Riders!
As we approarch
6,700 feet, the snow
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starts. Again, no worries, it isn’t sticking.
Then at 7,200 feet the snow really comes.
And it is sticking to the sides of the road.
Bob Hall, fearing for his life, does the Bob
Hall thing on snowy/wet roads: rides like
hell and passes us all. By the time we get
to Dawn’s he had already had 3 cups of
coffee and lunch!
I start watching the dirt driveways and
secondary roads, it isn’t sticking. Whew!
But, it does completely cover our windshields. I am glad I forgot my camera or I
would have tried to take some pictures.
We make it down the Tijeras: windshields completely packed with snow and
ice. But, it is not raining or snowing.
So we go to Dawn’s . There we find the
elite of the elite: riders, real tough guys
(and gals)! We find Gary Oleson with his
normal friendly smile.
It starts snowing at Dawn’s, light, then
moderate, then heavy.
We live in the land of sunshine and great
riding weather. Never mind that Boise,
Idaho is sunny and 60. Or that Anchorage,
Alaska is in the mid 50’s and sunny. Or
that friggin’ Portland, Maine is 76 and
sunny. We live and ride in sunshine!

LOE BMW R

Mother’s Day at Dawn’s
photos by Kristin Ackerson and
David Wilson
Another beautiful Sunday, another
crowd enjoying the morning and
the (newly minted at that point) fantastic riding weather.

Officers

President:

Matt Stinson,
553-4018
nmcruiser@cableone.net

Vice President:

 avid Hudson
D
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Activities:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Rally Chair:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Rally Co-Chair:

David Hudson
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Treasurer:

Timothy Sanchez-Brown,
328-2413
tsbabq@gmail.com

Secretary:

Reid Hester,
292-5678
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Webmaster:
Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066

LOE Marketplace
1999 BMW R1100S. The
sportiest oilhead. with ABS,
heated grips, Mandarin
color. 23,000 pampered miles.
Needs nothing. Two full sets
of system cases: “Regular,”
plus “City.” BMW tankbag.
Z-Technik titanium exhaust.
Run-N-Lites, Hyperlites.
Ready to go anywhere, needs
nothing but a new owner.
“I’m not worthy”. $5800 OBO.
Dan (505) 899-1074. West
side of Albuquerque.

Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he re a r v ie w

More than 35 BMWs showed up for June’s Sandia/Santa Fe BMW-sponsored Track Day. There was lots of sun, lots of food,
and lots of fun with bikes of all styles out on the tarmac practicing their riding skills. Race Tech was also on hand discussing
suspension and doing free adjustments for all comers. Here bikes line up at Sandia’s tent to get their shocks tuned. See the
stories inside for more on this busy weekend. Photo by David Wilson

