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Distant Perspective

I spend my days sitting in front of a
computer staring at all those little dots
making words and pictures on the
screen. When I’m not there I tend to be
commuting somewhere, driving among
little packs of cars on crowded streets
heading to congested parking lots.
There’s not a lot of space, not much room
to stretch in the commotion of
digitized city life.
So every chance I get I head
out to where there’s nothing. I try to relax in it, let my
eyes and my brain stretch out,
focus on the distance and the
big picture instead of the tiny,
crowded details. New Mexico
has some great emptiness, and
my motorcycle allows me to
put myself in the middle of it.
If I have the time and a
real need for expanse, I might
head toward Carrizozo or even
Carlsbad, but I rarely have
time for that. Usually I go as
far east as I’m able, or south
along the Monzanos until
I eventually emerge on the
vast plains toward Bernardo
and Socorro. It’s not called
Tierra Grande for nothing,
and I can let my eyes reach
toward a horizon so distant it
seems I can see the curve of
the earth.
Along the way I might
stop at one of the Salinas

ruins – Quarai is my favorite – and let my
mind stretch along the expanses of time
that left those churches and villages.
Walking in the deep silence there, with
only the wind as company, pushes the
city away and I feel as if my lungs have
more space for air.
Riding down into the valley out of
the Monzanos, the scale is so vast that
even at high speed far distances creep
up slowly. I feel
washed from the
inside out, and by
the time I reach civilization again I have
more room for all
the details that will
crowd in once again.
Being small in
that huge space is an
important perspective. I feel larger, and
not so defined by the
minutiae that often
fill me up.
David Wilson,
editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Two of my favorite
spots on the South 14
route: the Quarai ruins
and the big emptiness
between Mountainair
and Bernardo. Both give
me a spacious breath
of fresh air that helps
to decompress the daily
grind of life in the city.
Focusing on the distance
provides a restful
perspective on daily life.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Women’s Ride to the Black Canyon
Photos right, top to
bottom: the Albuquerque
group (Jen, Susan,
Deany, Mary Lou, Susie
and Tina); the whole
group in Colorado; the
Headwaters of the Rio
Grande River (Tina,
Kathryn and Deany); at
a rest stop.
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by Susie McRee, photos by Deany
Borlin
It was a windy July morning when
we met to head out. Six of us hit
north 14 for a cool morning ride. We
met Carol in Pojoaque then headed
to Chama to meet Kathryn, Ashley,
and Dawn. We ate lunch at the Malt
Shop in Pagosa and continued on to
Montrose for the evening.
Saturday was
Paonia via 92,
a first for most
of us. It hit 99˚
as we rolled
into Montrose.
Saturday dinner
was at a nice
Italian restaurant.
Time to head
home. Kathryn
and Ashley
head towards
Seattle. Carol
jumped in front
of me on the
way home since
I already had
my yearly ticket. I think she
had ice cream
waiting at home
as we headed
out at a brisk
pace. It hit 103˚
on I-40. Whew!
It was good to
get home and
turn on the a/c.
This was
Deany’s first
ride without
Kern, and
she enjoyed
it. I think
Deany kind
of likes
us – she just may
be going on more
rides with us.
Thanks to
Katherine for setting up the route.

Photos left, top to bottom: the group dinner
in Montrose; at a rest stop on the Black
Canyon; lunch in Paonia (that’s Ashley
trying to hide); a stop on the Million Dollar
Highway.

Sandia/Santa Fe BMW hosts their annual
photos by Kristin Ackerson and Gale Johnson
October 4th was our dealers’ annual
blow-out Track Day event, and club riders responded in droves. There were more
BMW’s on the track than ever, honing
their skills and having a blast. In addition
to hosting the club’s Traveling Breakfast,
the dealers provided a fabulous lunch,

Track Day

and the new S1000RR made its New
Mexico debut, strutting its stuff with the
expert riders.
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L OE BM W R On the Road
December

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Sunday, December 6
Traveling Breakfast
At 8:30 am we will return to El Norteño at
1431 Wyoming NE, right next door to R &
S Honda and around the corner from the
Accessory Pit. The main reason for choosing El Norteño is that they have a private
room with a large TV. There will be a
short video presentation and question
and answer session with a representative
from the New Mexico Wounded Warrior
Project, a potential charity for the club to
support due to our many veteran members and the lousy job the VA is doing for
our returning soldiers. Even if you aren’t
interested in breakfast please come and
listen to the Wounded Warrior Project
spokesperson. Contact David Hudson at
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com for more details.
Saturday, December 12
Christmas Party!
From 11:30 am to 3:30 pm at the
ZEA Rotisserie/Restaurant at 4800
Montgomery Blvd NE. We will have the
entire restaurant to ourselves during that

time. We will order from the menu with
a choice of several entrees, several salads, and several desserts so no need to
order ahead of time. There will be a cash
bar. Coffee, tea and soft drinks will be
included with the meals. Dave personally guarantees a good time will be had
by all. Please RSVP to David Hudson at
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com by December 1.
Thursday, December 31
Tent Sale at Sandia BMW
Our dealer’s annual New Year’s Eve event.
Check the website for details. Contact:
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
Saturday, February 13
Activity Planning Meeting
From 3 – 5 pm at Susie McRee’s house.
Please join us in planning activities for
the club for 2010. Let’s get some more
ladies rides and dual sport events on the
calendar! Refreshments will be served.
Will be hosted by Susie. Please RSVP to
albqsusieq@comcast.com for directions.
What News There Is
Don Cameron’s Veteran’s Day
Barbecue
by Robert Keen, photos by Steve Mounce
Gary Cade, Steve Mounce and myself
departed with the prospect of good
weather and a great time at Don Cameron’s
annual Veteran’s Day event. We left the
interstate at Socorro and took the backroads to Deming. In Deming we took
advantage of the good and plenty (and
cheap) housing. Steve and I ate at an
Italian restaurant in what was once a bank
(the vault door opened into the kitchen).
On Saturday Gary rode west to explore
while Steve and I did our exploring in
town where we visited the Deming Luna

Mimbres Museum and Custom House and,
much to our delight, found it to be a gem.
Then it was time for the fabulous
feed. While many of us have experienced Don’s work at Sipapu, he is
really in his element at home. About
150 bikers partook of the food and
drink. There were door prizes, dart
poker, a mini bike slow ride and the
ever present opportunity to meet
other riders. The finale was an honoring of the veterans and the drawing
for the 50/50. A procession of headlights wound their way back to

Deming with this rider vowing to return
next year.
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John Ephlin, 1928-2009
photos by Marcelo Vasquez
and David Wilson
John Troy Ephlin, 81, was
born May 13, 1928 in Heloise,
TN and took his heavenly
ride from his home in Los
Lunas on July 22. He was
a retired veteran from the
USAF and served during
WWII, Korea, and Vietnam.
He retired from his second
career as a foreman at the
Titanium Metals Corp. in Henderson,
NV. John was an avid motorcyclist and
fulfilled his dream of touring his great
country – his third career. His stories
of adventures and travels, his “corny”
jokes, his laughter, his wisdom and
knowledge his kindness, but mostly his
love will be missed by his family and all
who knew him.
John is a legend in the LOE BMW R,
known as a rider who actually would ride
to Texas for a cup of coffee. His insatiable
desire to ride (usually without stopping)
was an inspiration to the whole club, and
he could always be counted on to attend

 The Legendary Shaft

nearly every club
ride available. He
was a true friend
to many in the
club, and will
be sorely missed.
These photos are
from his memorial service on
August 9th. The
following are
some comments
from fellow club
members remembering him:
Ride on John!!
Loch Page
John will always be with
me. We are all memories in
each other’s minds.
Marcelo Vasquez
Rest in Peace “Barb Wire.”
Rusty Gordon
We should be honored that
he chose to spend precious

LOE BMW R

Officers

President:

Matt Stinson,
553-4018
nmcruiser@cableone.net

Vice President:

 avid Hudson
D
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Activities:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

time with us.
Robert Keen

Rally Chair:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

John often left me speechless, and I am honored to
have shared a few rides
with him.
Dane Hult

Rally Co-Chair:

Gene Adler,
293-2766,
genea43@yahoo.com

Treasurer:

Mark Davis,
379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com

There are very few who
can be called legendary:
John is one of the few.
RJ Mirabal
John loved his family,
loved his country and
loved to ride motorcycles
and the people who rode
them. I have never met
anyone who loved to ride
as much as John did. He
was one of my heroes. I
can still see him. running
confidently out front, rolling into a big sweeper and
powering through and looking far down the road, ready
for whatever came up next.
Godspeed.
Gary Cade
John meant a lot to me. We
rode many miles together,
mostly with me trailing
behind him. A tougher man
or more inspirational guy to
ride with I have not met. I
will miss him, and hope to
ride with him in a perfect
place, some day.
Doug Guinn
LOE Marketplace
Steel Horse maintenance
stand. Brand new. $60.
Call Terry at 440-4697.

Secretary:

Timothy Sanchez-Brown,
872-2413
timothysb@comcast.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Webmaster:
Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he re a r v ie w

October’s Track Day sponsored by Sandia and Santa Fe BMW was chock full of unlikely bikes out practicing their riding skills
on the track. In addition to the expected K1200’s and R1100S’s were a full complement of GS’s, RT’s and F650’s. Much food
was consumed (of course!), and everybody had a fantastic time. See more pictures in this issue. Photo by Gale Johnson

