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Silver Anniversary

My trip to Sipapu was easily the longest ride I’ve taken all year, so it was
appropriate that I experienced just about
every riding condition possible in a single weekend. Kristin and I rode up on a
warm sunny Friday afternoon, enjoying
the empty roads and sweeping vistas of
our beautiful state.
Saturday we wandered the rally, checking out the vendors and meeting the other
400 people enjoying the sunny weekend.
We finally got out for a ride in midafternoon, heading toward Mora with
our eyes on the Enchanted Circle. But
we only got about five miles down the
road before rain encouraged us to reverse
course and head through the mountains
to Taos, where it was
still sunny.
After the brisk run
to town we thought
we’d catch a bit of
the Circle and ride to
Angel Fire. The mountains were thrilling as
usual, and we arrived
in Angel Fire with
the first bits of rain
starting to fall.
I noticed that the
hills toward Eagle
Nest were white.
Then somebody said
there was an inch and
a half of hail on the
road in that direction.
So we changed

course again for the back way into Mora.
We didn’t get far before the wall of
weather caught up with us, a cold downpour that followed us all the way to Mora.
Then it got exciting.
Up into the mountains toward Sipapu
the deluge turned to sleet, then to hail.
We followed the tracks of the car in front
of us as the ice got about half an inch
deep. Then it got exciting.
Fog rolled in until we were following
the taillights of the little car struggling
up the hill, hoping he could see the road
better than us and that the ice cleared up
sooner rather than later.
Then it turned back to rain, then dry.
It never rained in Sipapu. Until nighttime,
that is, and if you were there I’m sure you
remember that night-long gully washer.
Sunday was beautiful, with clouds
evaporating off the
mountains as we
packed up and headed
home, with indelible
memories of the rally’s 25th Anniversary.
The rally itself
was a blast, running
smooth as a BMW
engine. The intrepid
planners and volunteers did a spectacular
job of making sure
the whole event went
flawlessly. It was a
rally to remember.
David Wilson,
editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Our 25th Anniversary
Bavarian Mountain
Weekend was a
resounding success.
Despite the economy,
we hosted over 400
motorcyclists from all
over the country. And
despite the weather
forecasts, riders were
out enjoying the northern
New Mexico mountain
roads all weekend.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Rally wrapup
photos by Kristin
Ackerson, Peggy Desko,
Jeff Latimer, Eric
Whitney and
David Wilson
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New Mexico is
it’s most beautiful when the
weather is bad,
and this year’s
Bavarian Mountain
Weekend was
the most beautiful rally in recent
memory. Despite the Noah-like precipitation and the drought-stricken
economy, over 400 people congregated at our little get together.
In the end it was, again, the
best rally we’ve ever had.
The dedicated staff of volunteers kept the proceedings
running like German clockwork, and not a complaint
was heard (by me, anyway)
about anything. It was a 25th
to remember, so I’ll get
out of the way and let
the pictures tell the other
10,000 words.

(continued on page 6)
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L OE BM W R On the Road
October

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Friday-Sunday, October 2-4
10th Annual LOE 1000
http://loe1000.org/
Sunday, October 4
Track Day/Traveling Breakfast
Sponsored by Sandia/Santa Fe BMW. All
riding levels are encouraged to attend.
Instruction is given for new track riders.
If you are riding a BMW, your track ticket is free and your bike will be prepped
for you (tickets are limited). Breakfast
and lunch will be provided. Sandia
Motorsports Speedway is at the top of
Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque. Contact:
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
Saturday, October 17
Santa Fe BMW Business Meeting
Plan on arriving around 9 am to enjoy
some coffee and snack provided by
Santa Fe BMW. Following the meeting
those interested in a ride can head up to
Peñasco to make our club 50/50 charitable donation to SPOT for Community
Wellness, part of a larger project called

the Picuris-Peñasco Community Coalition.
We will be presenting a check at the
annual Harvest Festival. The monies will
help benefit several community programs
in the area. Feel free to contact me with
any further questions about the meeting
or our 50/50 charitable donation. Contact:
Matt at nmcruiser@cableone.net
Thursday, November 19
Sandia BMW Tech Session
Included will be electric modifications. Refreshments will be
served. Starts at 6:30 pm. Contact:
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
& Beyond…
December 12 or 13
Christmas Party.
Details to come. Contact: Dave at
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
Thursday, December 31
Tent Sale at Sandia BMW
Our dealer’s annual New Year’s Eve
event. Details to come. Contact:
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
SMRI Track Days
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
Race Schedule
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the
top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.
October 17 & 18
Track Day Schedule
October 4

What News There Is
Riding Challenge Wrapup
This year’s Riding Challenge
will wrap up at the business
meeting in Santa Fe on October

17th. Please be sure to include documentation of your completion of the ride
challenge at this time. You may also email
the information to me at nmcruiser@
cableone.net prior to October 17. I hope
everyone that attempted the challenge
had a wonderful sight-seeing adventure
around New Mexico. After all, one of
the main points to this challenge was to
encourage everyone to get out and see our
marvelous State.

Spring and Fall are the
busiest times at Dawn’s
in Cedar Crest. And each
change of season seems
to bring more and more bikers to the
Sunday hangout. The last few weeks
have seen the parking lot virtually full
of bikes of every vintage and marque.
Must be time to get out and ride!
LOE Marketplace
Steel Horse maintenance stand.
Brand new. $60.
Call Terry at 440-4697.
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LOE BMW R

Officers

President:

Matt Stinson,
553-4018
nmcruiser@cableone.net

Vice President:

 avid Hudson
D
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Activities:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Rally Chair:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Rally Co-Chair:

Gene Adler,
293-2766,
genea43@yahoo.com

Treasurer:

Mark Davis,
379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com

Secretary:

Timothy Sanchez-Brown,
872-2413
timothysb@comcast.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Webmaster:
Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he re a r v ie w

Saturday in Sipapu dawned bright and sunny, with no hint of the deluge in store for later that night. But despite the
meteorological and economic forecasts, it was still one of the best attended and most fun rallies we’ve ever had. This issue
includes a drenching photo wrapup of our wettest rally in decades. Photos by David Wilson

