May 2009

News from

Favoritos!

As days turn into weeks of perfect
riding weather while I sit in front
of a computer at work, I thought I’d
reminisce on some of my favorite
vistas in this great state of ours.
❶ Rt 64 West from Tres
Piedras to Tierra Amarilla: The
best single road in New Mexico.
Hairpins and sweepers that climb
over some of the biggest mountains in the
state, then forests and valleys filled with
aspens and wildflowers. Coming over the
last pass, the world opens like a book and
you can see, it seems, forever.
❷ Rt 76 South from Truchas to
Rt 503: This section of the High Road
used to be the most fun part until they
straightened it, but it still has that last
corner opening up on a stunning view of
the Jemez in the distance. The High Road
in both directions is non-stop spectacle,
but this view is my personal favorite.
❸ Rt 4 West at the Valle Caldera
(Valle Grande): Coming out of the roller
coaster that is Bandelier, you nail several
sharp corners when the road suddenly
straightens and you’re looking across the
vast volcano at distant mountains. I usually go west-to-east because the roads are
more fun that direction, but you can’t
beat this reverse view.
❹ 380 East near Carrizozo: There’s
lots of barrenness in New Mexico, but
this stretch is a zen-like emptiness that
stretches the eyes and mind trying to
take it all in. If you can discover everything in nothing, this is the place to do it.

the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders
❺ 117 South from Grants: This may
not really count, because you have to get
off the bike to see it, but there’s a scenic
view down a dirt road on the west side
of 117 between Grants and La Ventana
Natural Arch. When you climb over the
lava berm, you can see practically to the
edge of the state (or so it seems). The rest
of this road is lovely, but you’ll especially
remember this view.
❻ 84 South between the Reservoir
and Abiquiu: The rugged Georgia
O’Keefe terrain gets a break as the road
follows the river valley canyon past green
farmland with the craggy mountains in
the background. And lots of that beautiful red rock too.
❼ 22? between Rt 14 and Santo
Domingo: If you’re in Albuquerque, have
an hour and need to be by yourself in the
middle of nowhere, this is where you go.
It’s a dirt road you don’t want to be on
after bad weather, but in no time flat you
can have mountains and plains all around,
with the wind your only company.
This isn’t a definitive list, but just some
wonderful views that stick in my mind.
David Wilson, editor

On my first trip to New
Mexico in the 80’s, I
took a shot of Eagle Nest
along Rt 38 just like this.
For years after moving
here I duplicated the
shot every time I was
there. This is my second
K75 on a beautiful June
day in 2000. It’s still
one of my favorite sights
in New Mexico, on the
Enchanted Circle of
memorable views.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Bisbee, Arizona
T
by Susie McRee
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he weather did not
look promising for our
Bisbee Trip. I knew, if
no one else would go,
Susan and I would. On our
Ruidoso trip last year Susan
was still up for going even
with remnants of Hurricane
Dolly knocking on our door.
But Jen and Deb showed up
for the ride too. We headed
out 7:30 Friday morning,
the temperature on our trip varied
from 37 to 84. The first two-thirds
of our trip was wonderful. We had
some great sweepers, hit Grants
on I-40, then Quemado, Reserve,
Glenwood, over to 191 to I-10, to
191 and on to Douglas to pick up 80
into Bisbee. The last third was quite
rough with heavy winds. It was equal
to the winds in Wyoming on our
Yellowstone trip, when I was ready to
sell SheBike as we rode over the guard
rail-less plateaus, not quite sure if we
would get blown off.
We got to our hotel and Jeff from El
Paso was already there. On Saturday
momrning we head off to get tickets
to the Mine and there is Marina –
what a pleasant surprise! Jeff decided
not to go with us since he’d already
been down the Mine. It was an eye
opener to touch on what miners go
through. They also had mules (all
blind from the darkness) living down
there that only came out if they were
sick or dead.
Dinner was at the Bisbee
Grill, where Marina decided to
listen to some music while the

rest of us retired.
We headed out at 8 am on Sunday. Jeff
rode with Deb and I, hitting 26, 27 and
over to 152 to I-25. Susan, Jen and Marina
went to Phoenix via Tombstone.
27 was fantastic. The winds started
almost immediately, but 27 blocked us
from them and we had a great time riding
it. Jeff headed back to El Paso at Deming
due to the winds picking up.
There were tons of cattle guards on 27,
so we were on the look-out, but it was
hard because the sweepers were so much
fun. I saw a cattle guard at the beginning of a curve (my mentors made sure I
understood that I need to hit cattle guards
and railroad tracks straight on, so I decided I’d better slow down to make sure I
could do that). As I got around the curve,
there was a herd of cows! A calf must
have thought Deb was her mom, as it ran
right beside her.
After lunch at Truth or Consequences
we hit the worst winds in my riding
career. I didn’t think I would make it. I
was thankful for the berms alongside the
road that gave us a little break. Deb and
I were heeled over just trying to stay on
the road. Campers were struggling and a
Volkswagen bus was all over the road.
At a gas stop in Socorro, I told Deb
that if we were headed the other direction I would have just stayed in Socorro.
After Socorro,
the winds
eased up, but
then picked up
again at Belen.
My easy chair

looked very
comfortable
when I finally walked
into the
house.

Ride for Kids Events
by Mark Davis
As the ride date, May 31st, 2009
approaches, the fund raising events go
into overdrive.
Here is a list of events:
May 2nd: Bikes, Trikes and Lights
Night at Fuddruckers on Pan American
from 4:00pm to 10:00pm
May 3rd: Nike Day at the Greenside
Café in Cedar Crest from 3:00pm to
6:00pm

May 9th: Bikes, Trikes and Lights
Night at The Pizza Barn in Edgewood
from 4:00pm to 8:00pm
May 22nd: Bikes, Trikes and Lights
Night at Carl’s Jr. near Cottonwood
from 6:00pm to 9:00pm
May 30th: The No Pizza Pizza
Party at the Sandia Courtyard Hotel
from 6:00pm to 9:00pm
May 31st: The Ride for Kids ride at
Journal Pavilion. Come join the LOE
BMW R in supporting the RFK

Club Business Meeting at
Sandia BMW
We came, we saw, we ate. The meeting on April 18 was the usual fabulous
smorgasbord supplied by our local
dealer, with plenty of bikes to ogle
both inside the showroom and out.
We talked about all kinds of important stuff, like, well, um, how great
the burritos were!
Seriously, there was a Ride for Kids
presentation, a report on our budget

(doing very well despite our economy), and a new tally of 216 club
members. But man, those burritos
were the bomb.

2009 LOE BMW Rider’s Riding
Challenge Rules
by Timothy Sanchez-Brown
The goal of the 2009 riding challenge
is to visit 25 of the smallest cities the
state has to offer (to tie in with our 25th
Anniversary). In order to have completed
the Challenge a rider must have completed
the following:
1. Visit at least 6 cities from each quadrant. Must have visited 25 cities in all.
(What if I visit more towns? You get an
at-a-boy or an at-a-girl)

2. Have some proof that you and
your bike were there between the
Spring Business Meeting (April
18th) and the Fall Business Meeting
(October 17th). Picture of you and/or
bike in front of town sign. Receipt
from some establishment (right, these
towns are too small). Get creative
and have some fun.
3. Have a lot of fun, take lots of
pictures and friends with you, and
don’t miss this chance to see the
Land of Enchantment.
The Legendary Shaft



L OE BM W R On the Road
May

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Sunday, May 3
Traveling Breakfast
Aaron at The Corner Cafe, 7520 4th
St NW will be opening up at 7:30 am
for our Traveling Breakfast. Aaron
is normally closed on Sunday so we
will have the entire place to ourselves. Parking is available in the rear
or on the south side. Contact: Dave
at cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
Wednesday, May 13
Rally Committee Meeting
Come and be a mover and shaker in our
fantastic rally. This month we’ll meet
at Quarters on Wyoming. Contact RJ at
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for details.
Friday-Sunday, May 15-17
The Ice Cream Ride
Our famous, annual Ice Cream ride will
be hosted by Robert Keen, with beer
(including root beer, maybe with real
ice cream this time?) tasting. We’ll go to
Glenwood, where one can ride the Gilas
(191, Gila Cliff Dwellings, etc.). Pavement

as well as dirt riders will love this ride.
While the event will take place at the
Crab Apple Motel, the Whitewater is
across the street.
Crab Apple has all their cabins open
for us this year. Please give Jan or her
son James a call at (575) 539-2400, or try
the Whitewater Motel at (575) 539-2581.
Remember that the Crab Apple takes cash
only and the Whitewater gives lower
rates to the green stuff as well. Contact
Robert at motorkeen@comcast.net, or get
his phone number from the Member’s
Only section of our website.
Friday-Sunday, May 29-31
Superbike Races in Salt Lake City, UT
World Superbike Race at the Miller
Motorsport outside Salt Lake City, Utah.
The new S1000R will be racing there. See
the story in the News section. Contact
Reid Hester at reidhester@lobo.net Link:
http://www.millermotorsportspark.com/
Sunday, May 31
Albuquerque Ride for Kids
Meet at Journal Pavilion at 8 am, ride
starts at 10. Donate to a worthy cause,
eat breakfast and lunch, and ride
through tons of red lights! For official
information call (800) 253-6530 or go to
www.rideforkids.org. See the update of
May’s RFK events on page 3 and check
the Message Board for details.
Sunday, June 7
Summer Progressive Breakfast
Mary Lou and Len & Sue have volunteered to be our Northern stops. We
still need a location for our first stop
inAlbuquerque. This take the place of
our June traveling breakfast. If you
would like to participate, please contact
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Wednesday, June 10
Rally Committee Meeting
Come and be a mover and shaker in our fantastic rally. Meeting
location to come. Contact RJ at
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for details.
Saturday-Sunday, June 20-21
Sugar Rite Camping
Camping anyone? Carol will lead a ride
to the Raton area, including a ride up the
volcano! Breakfast will be provided by
Sandia BMW. Details to come.
Saturday, June 27
Jemez Ride
The annual sticky tire extravaganza. Meet
at 9am at the Giant station at the east
end of Bernalillo. Bring your enthusiasm.
Lunch in Santa Fe if you still have the
energy. Contact Dave Wilsonfor details at
david@wujiart.us or 265-9202.
& Beyond…
Thursday, July 16
Pre-Ride Safety Check
For ladies making the Gunnison

ride the following weekend. Bring
your bike by Sandia BMW anytime
between 4 and 7:30 pm. Contact Jim at
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
Friday-Sunday, July 17-19
Ladies ride to Gunnison
Contact albqsusieq@comcast.net
Friday-Sunday, July 31-August 2
100,000’ Rally
Sponsored by the Colorado Beemers. The
actual ride is August 1. Limited space.
Currently there is no lead for this ride
but usually some LOE BMW R members
attend. Go to www.coloradobeemers.org/
content/view/28/37/ for more information.
Saturday, August 15
LOE BMW R Birthday Party
Our annual club picnic. Ride a little, eat
like a pig! Details at a later date. Contact:
Matt at nmcruiser@cableone.net
Monday, September 7
Pre-Rally Party
Gary & Shelly Oleson’s annual event. Get
ready for the Rally! Sign up sheets will
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be available for rally volunteers, and
our world famous T-Shirts will be for
sale. Details to come. Contact: Matt at
nmcruiser@cableone.net
Friday-Sunday, September 11-13
Sipapu 25
Located at the Sipapu Ski Lodge. Chili on
Friday evening and fajitas on Saturday
evening. Our own Gary Oleson playing
with the Watermelon Mountain Jug Band
on Friday. The Great Blue Whales playing on Saturday (with plenty of dancing).
FOR CLUB MEMBERS ONLY: Friday
dinner at the Club House. Stay tuned
for more excitement. Contact: Matt at
nmcruiser@cableone.net
National Events
Saturday, May 2
IronSocks 500, NV
The IronSocks 500 Point to Point
Challenge, a Ride for the Heart charity ride, is based on Iron Butt charity
rides but is half the distance. Start from
Henderson, Modesto or Montclair
NV and end in Laughlin. Go to
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www.ridefortheheart.com or call Bill at
(760) 644-2118 for information.
Friday-Sunday, May 15-17
Roadrunner Rally, Heber, AZ
$39 advance rally fee (before April 15)
includes camping and dinner on Friday
and Saturday nights, hot showers, entertainment, vendors and some nice riding.
Call Clint at (602) 818-3591 or go to
arizonabeemers.org for details.
Monday-Saturday, June 1-6
Americade, Lake George, NY
Join 30,000 of your best friends at the
largest touring rally in America. Contact
www.tourexpo.com for details.
Thursday-Sunday, July 16-19
BMW MOA National Rally
Held in Johnson City, TN, near the intersection of Tennesse, North Carolina and
Virginia. Ride Deal’s Gap, the Cherahala
Skyway, the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Great
Smokey Mountains and more. Mingle with
5 or 6,000 fellow BMW riders and see some
bikes you won’t see anywhere else. Go to
www.bmwmoa.org for details.

LOE BMW R

SMRI Track Days

Officers

President:

The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA sanctioned road
racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org or call 281-5216 for details.

Matt Stinson,
553-4018
nmcruiser@cableone.net

2009 Race Schedule
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway at the top of Nine Mile Hill in Albuquerque.

Vice President:

May 16 & 17
June 14*
July 19*
August 23
September 19 & 20
October 17 & 18
*Southwest Vintage Cup event to be held in concert
with an SMRI race weekend.

Activities:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Rally Chair:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916,
rjmairabal@yahoo.com

Rally Co-Chair:

Gene Adler,
293-2766,
genea43@yahoo.com

2009 Track Day Schedule
May 31
June 13
July 18
August 22
October 4

Treasurer:

Mark Davis,
379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com

Secretary:

LOE Marketplace

Timothy Sanchez-Brown,
872-2413
timothysb@comcast.net

Motorcycle Stamps. Free to a good home, especially if you’re a stamp collector. Small collection
of roughly 100 (more or less) motorcycle postage
stamps from around the world, with assorted plastic
sheet holders.
Contact Dick Cochran in Grants at
(505) 287-8403 evenings before 9pm.
2004 BMW R1150RT, Blue,
37250 Miles, Hyper single
mode brake lights, Hyper
turn signal lights, PIAA
Driving lights, large trunk,
Signalminder, Brake and
Clutch pedal extensions, Tank
bag. $10,200.00.
Contact Mark Davis at
madavis@nuail.com or
505-379-1210.
Works performance
shocks for R12R, shortened
two inches. Have 14,000
miles on them. $500.
Contact Marina Ackerson
at mka525@yahoo.com.
1998 Triumph Thunderbird
Sport, less than 6,000 miles,
red and black, 855cc, virtually as new and beautiful, fully
serviced, $4,200 obo.
Call Mike at 286-8477 or
mikebellino@gmail.com

 avid Hudson
D
821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Webmaster:
Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he D a w n ’ s pat r ol

Some Sundays at Dawn’s are about BMW’s, some are about sport bikes, and some are about classics (though there’s always some
of each there). April 26 was a classic day, with old and new iterations on style American and European. And Robert Keen testing
out a possible replacement for his old-in-the-tooth ‘09 F650 twin. Photos by Kristin Ackerson and Mark Winslow

