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Remembering

At this time of year, with riding severely
curtailed, it’s nice to sit back and reminisce on the past season’s riding. I put on
nearly 18,000 miles this year, more than
in many a year. My longest trip was a
large loop to Montana and back.
At a rest stop at the Beartooth Pass in
Wyoming, I discovered that this was also
the 40th anniversary of Robert Pirsig
making the journey that resulted in “Zen
and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance,”
his quintessential riding – and philosophical – memoir. Kristin and I found
a documentary filmmaker set up there
following Pirsig’s trip 40 years later. We
discovered that there is a whole motorcycling underground that follows Pirsig’s
route like a pilgrimage, I suppose hoping
to encounter their own epiphany.
I can’t say that I had any great revelations on my trip, though travel like that
can’t help but change you. As fatherhood
is sure to curtail epic odysseys for a while,
I will certainly be looking back at two
weeks of hot and cold, wind and sun,
snow and rain, and know that trips like
that can reshape you from the inside out.

I know I’ll ride like that again, but
until then I’m happy to remember when…
David Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Top: Robert Pirsig and
his party at Beartooth
Pass on his legendary
journey in 1968.
Center: Filming the
documentary at the
same location this past
summer (the picture on
the tripod is the top shot).
Bottom: Kristin and I a
little further up the road,
at the top of the Pass. It
was July. It was wicked
cold.
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So This was Christmas!
Story and photos by David Wilson
LOE BMW R’s end of the
year bash is always one
of the biggest events of
the year, and this year
was no different. Club
member David Blanc’s
One Up club in downtown Albuquerque easily
held the crowd, providing
excellent food and music
and an excellent end to an
excellent year of riding.
There was much socializing, eating, award giving, and a little
bit of dancing. The pool tables filling the
back half of the restaurant were hot spots
until the end of the night. It was the perfect way to end the year, hanging
out with riding buddies reminiscing
about good times and anticipating
good rides to come.

It was party time at
the One Up. When was
the last time you saw a
bunch of bikers dressed
so nice?
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There was food, there was drink, there
were awards, there was pool. The tables
were rockin’, though for most of the
“sharks” it’s a good thing they are good
riders, because (I) will never become
famous as a pool player. We came for a
good time, and that’s what we found.

On to Mexico!
by Jim Johnson, General Manager, Sandia
BMW Motorcycles
“The police are too busy with the narco
traffickers to be bothered with speeding
bikes.”
This was the explanation given to us
by local BMW riders when questioned
about our ability to run at Autobahn level
speeds on our way to Guadalajara.
Gale and I attended the annual
Intrernational BMW Club Convention in
Guadalajara and Puerta Vallarta, Mexico.
There were 700 registered attendees and
we counted 500 bikes in the hotel parking
lot in Puerta Vallarta. Most of the riders
were on 1200 GS’s or Adventures. There
were quite a few RT’s and almost no LT’s.
Most of the bikes were in beautiful condition, no rat bikes for these guys!
Our $230.00 registration fee got us
four wonderful meals, drinks included,
great entertainment, and a train trip to
the town of Tequila. This is where the
Herradurra Tequila distillery has been
in business since 1870. We spent the day
there learning about making tequila, getting fed and entertained, and sampling
their products.
The next day was the two hundred
mile ride through the mountains to
Puerta Vallarta. The day began with a
parade thruogh Guadalajara, then into
the mountains. In the afternoon our road
didn’t show on my map or on the GPS,
pretty remote.

North of the border we do group
rides by obeying traffic laws, riding in staggered formation, and carefully
passing only with plenty of room to
spare. Not so with this group. If you see
a bike catching up to you you can expect
to be passed on the right, including the
shoulder, or on the left even if it means
crossing the center line on a blind corner.
When I would catch up to and try to pass
a local BMW rider it was Game On! At
one point I was behind a 1200RT running
about 85 mph passing a farm truck when
we all got passed on the far left by a 1200
ADV two up. Gale was laughing so loud
I could hear her over the wind and my
Remus exhaust.
The Mexican drivers were polite and
motorcycle aware. On narrow mountain
roads and rush hour traffic in cities drivers would move over allowing us to pass.
Most of the North American riders we
met rode in groups, they seemed to feel
safer that way. We felt pretty safe traveling alone. We did misjudge our traveling
time to Torreon and drove about two
hours after dark. All the guide books say
this is a bad idea. We got lost in a rough
little area outside Torreon and in desperation hired a cab to lead us to our hotel.
The cabbie is probably still laughing
about the Gringos locos.
The 2010 BMW Club Convention will
be held in Chiapas. about two thousand
miles south of here. It would take two
weeks to do it right so start planning now.
The Legendary Shaft
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Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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On Any Sunday
Regular Sunday Breakfasts in
Albuquerque from 8-9 am at the El Camino
Restaurant on 4th St. just north of Osuna.
Sunday, January 4
Traveling Breakfast
We are going to have a pleasant South
Valley experience at the La Parilla
Restaurant, 401 Isleta Blvd SW. Juan said
he would take care of us in fine fashion,
including his famous Huevos Rancheros
for $4.95. The atmosphere is traditional
Mexican. Park at the north side at the restaurant wall. Be careful not to drive past
the restaurant, because it’s a long way
to the next legal u-turn, and you surely
don’t want to be breaking any laws. Turn
right as soon as you see the building.
Eating starts at 8:30 am.
Contact our organizer, David Hudson at
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com
Sunday, February 1
The Progressive Breakfast
We will have David and Alison Hudson
hosting our first hot drinks and pastry stop from 8:30-9:30 am. David and
Alison’s address is: 529 Roehl Road, Los
Ranchos de Albuquerque.
Next, depending on weather you will
head for either Mike and Hyesuk’s home
in Paa Ko if the weather on the east side of
the mountains allows for safe roads or, if
not, then to the foothills area at Harry and
Amy’s on the west side of the mountains.
With clear roads on North 14, you
should arrive at Mike and Hyesuk
Bellino’s for the second stop of breakfast burritos at about 10:15. Mike and
Hyesuk’s home is: 88 Paa Ko Drive,
Sandia Park (which is north of Cedar
Crest and Antonito on North 14.
A few days before February first, we

should know if the weather will not permit a ride up SR 14 (check the message
board or call RJ, 299-4916, for the latest
information). If it’s icy over on the east
side our second stop at 10:00 will be hosted for breakfast burritos by Harry and
Amy Jenkins at their home located at: 201
Monte Largo Drive NE in Albuquerque.
Wherever our second stop ends being,
you will hang around loading up on calories and tire kicking until about 11:15.
Then you will hoist yourself up on your
bike (or drop into your car) and make
your way to Tom and Liza Volkmann’s
in Corrales for the third stop featuring
desserts and a business meeting, arriving
there about noon. Tom and Lisa can be
found at: 83 Olguin Road, Corrales.
See the maps on the following pages, or
check out the Message Board for detailed
directions and downloadable maps. If you
can find the Hudson’s, you can also follow
the giant crowd of BMWs to each of the
other destinations.
What News There Is
Counter Steering with RJ
by RJ Mirabal
Ok, I know New Mexico
weather isn’t too
wonderful right now
for riding – though
there are always a few
days here and there
between windy (occasionally rainy or snowy) storms sweeping
across the Land of Enchantment. Truth
is, we look at some days where we where
we can’t ride because of ice, wind, or cold.
But some electrics and close watching of
AccuWeather on the net will unearth some
hours or a whole day of decent riding.
Think about those in Texas or in the
Deep South who have to worry about ice
storms, or in the Midwest for any and all

kinds of nasty winter weather. Don’t even
think about riding in New England or
Wisconsin (and neighboring states) in the
months from November to March. And
in California you have to avoid falling
into cracks in the earth. Even though the
riding’s good in Hawaii most of the time,
their roads aren’t very long!
Once it’s February here in New Mexico,
it’s the Progressive Breakfast, and that
is the LOE BMW R “Blessing of the
Weather.” We will have a beautiful sunny
day for riding around piling on the calories, and good vibes from socializing with
our fellow BMW motorcycle enthusiasts
(I hope I haven’t hexed anything here).
See the times, hosts, and maps in this
issue to help you find your way to a good
morning of riding topped off by our first
business meeting and the 2009 election.
This month, the nominating committee comprised of Gene A, Gary C, Gary O,
Marcello, Mark D, Reid, Robert, and Susie
will mine the membership for those golden nuggets of hidden leadership to take
the club through 2009 and beyond (sorry,
I couldn’t resist an extended metaphor
just for the fun of it!). Mark Davis will
continue as Treasurer and new member
Timothy Sanchez-Brown has volunteered
to be our secretary (whew!). Our other
Very Important Volunteers: Dave Wilson,
TC Hobson, Susie McRee, and Lynn
Coburn will continue in their vital roles.
By Progressive Breakfast day we’ll know
who will be our President, Vice-President,
and Rally Chair(s).
We do need one other thing: Rides!
Don’t be bashful. You don’t have to be a
trained rider leader taking us on sightseeing tours with recorded commentary
and brochures. You don’t even have to
ride out front. Think of a favorite route, a
tasty eating destination (after all, this is
the LOE BMW R, not some purist riding
club!), then come up with a good date
and time. Relay that information to Susie
about a month ahead of time (she will list
it on the calendar and notify Dave to put
it in the Shaft) and then post your ride
details on the Message Board a couple of
weeks before the ride.
Can’t plan that far in advance? Ok, so
it won’t be in the Shaft, which means a
few people won’t know about it unless
they have computer savvy friends. But
that would be better than no ride at all.
At least contact Susie and post on the

Above: David and
Alison Hudson, 529
Roehl Rd NW, Los
Ranchos.
Left: Mike and Hyesuk
Bellino, 88 Paa Ko Dr,
Sandia Park.
Below: Alternative
Second Stop at Harry
and Amy Jenkins, 201
Monte Largo Dr NE,
Albuquerque.
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ture on the Message Board. Also if the
weather does turn bad, you can know
who to contact about canceling or postponing the ride. And if you’re not the ride
leading type, almost anyone else will lead
off (as long as they know where they’re
going), if you would prefer to ride midpack or even sweep.
Susie will call a meeting of the Activity
Committee sometime this month. Watch
for it and participate if you would like to
do some long term planning of rides and
club events.
Well, one more of these columns and
I’ll sign off as your current president, but
I’ll always be on the lookout for you on
those country roads.
Top: Tom and Liza
Volkmann, 83 Olguin
Rd, Corrales.

Message Board.
Maps or a clear description of the route
is useful so no one gets lost or confused
about where we’re going. Let people know
your email address or a phone number
(you have to post it on the Message Board
yourself or TC will delete it to protect our
privacy) so you can know who wants to
go and if they have any questions. You
can also use the “Private Message” fea-

How to Get Your Christmas Party
Parking “Violation” Fixed!
by RJ Mirabal
If you got one of those citations after
parking in the SE Third and Central
parking lot, December 14th, it was an
error. Dave Blanc had arranged for us to
get free parking, but someone didn’t get
the message!
Since it was an error, don’t pay any
kind of fine or $4.00 or anything else.
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Instead email Dave Blanc with the subject title “parking” and include your name and
car license plate number shown on the citation. He will get this all cleared up and canceled so you won’t have any outstanding fines or warrants.
Dave Blanc’s email: dblanc@comcast.net
Please pass this information on to anyone you know who had a fine and may not see
this message. Dave did do the right thing, but some overly zealous parking “patrolperson” went crazy on us the evening of the 14th, even putting citations on cars parked in
the bank parking slots near the intersection (but missing some others?).
Other than that, a great Christmas Party, one we won’t soon forget! Thanks to all our
great officers and lead volunteers who do so much to make this a great club, thanks to
Pete for setting this up with Dave Blanc, and thanks
to Dave, Chef Marko, and the whole One-Up crew
for excellent service, food, and classy venue!

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122

November’s Business Meeting at Santa Fe BMW was
the best of riding, eating, and riding some more. With
a little meeting thrown in the middle, of course.

(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us

LOE Marketplace
1997 BMW K1100LT, burgundy, 45k miles. Corbin seat,
fog lights, Best Rest luggage
rack with passenger backrest,
Works gas assist rear spring/
shock (factory rebuilt this
year), new BMW gel battery.
Needs a new clutch. Engine
and rest of bike in good
shape. $2,300.
Contact Grant Pierson at
(505) 286-1863.
2005 BMW K1200S, blue,
30k miles. Barbacks, low seat,
ESA, tank protectors, Remus
Powercone, heated grips,
wired for radar detector, Pilot
Road 2’s. 0-60 in less than 3
seconds, top speed 185 mph,
all at 50 mpg! Perfect for a
smaller rider who likes to go
far and fast! $10,500.
Contact Kristin
Ackerson at 265-9202,
kristinackerson@shaw.ca

Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

Computer files are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
Note: Classified ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running (or they’re
mine – which may run
indefinitely!).

The Legendary Shaft



PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
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Dawn’s has become the
biker event hangout. In
November PJ’s Triumph
and Ducati put on a demo ride event for their Hypermotards. It was a brisk ride up the
Crest road aboard a truly fun bike, attended by many of the BMW faithful (you won’t
see many Ducatisti wearing those day-glo green outfits). Photos by Kristin Ackerson

