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Riding Season

September is one of the
busiest months of the year,
motorcycle-wise. Notably for
us, it’s when Sipapu happens,
and this one was the best yet.
Over 450 people registered
for the rally, and an untold
number stopped in just for a
day. The weather was perfect,
better than we’ve seen in a
long time, with warm sunny days and
nights that were cool but not cold. The
club’s volunteers kept the gears turning smoothly so that the event went off
without a hitch, and our rally meisters
Gary and Shelly Oleson worked tirelessly
all weekend (including Gary’s stint with
the band on Friday night) to make sure
everybody had a good time. And all the
reports I’ve heard said that it was the
best rally we’ve ever had.
The other big event for us was the
Sandia Classic AHRMA races, which
featured every kind of motorcycle racing
you could think of (my personal favorite
were the sidecars), on every generation
of machine you can imagine. I heard that
a Vincent even took to the track. There
were everything from modern Japanese
hyper-racers to 40 year old twins, and
the pits were open to everyone so you
could get up close and personal with the
machines, and talk to the people who
wrenched and rode them. It was loud, it
smelled like two stroke and racing gas,
and it was a blast. In addition to the high
speed action, there was also the bike

show (once again
hosted by our club), a
swap meet, motorcycle racing celebrities,
stunt riding and
plenty of colorful
characters hanging
around. It was as
good as it gets for
motorcycle
action
in New
Mexico.
Then,
of course,
there is
the season:
the next
couple of
months are
the cream
of the
Southwest
climate.
The air will have that brisk edge to it, but
the days will be sunny and warm. The
leaves up north are already changing (I’m
told the best time to get out and see them
is right now), and until November you’ll be
able to follow the colors as autumn heads
down the state.
So make your Taos and Chama plans
for this weekend, next will be the Sangre
de Cristos, then the Monzanos, and on to
Ruidoso and the Gila in late October and
early November. Right now is the best
season to be on two wheels, and experience the magic of New Mexico.
David Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Top: Gary Oleson and
I at Sipapu. Gary and
Shelly’s hard work gave
us the best rally our club
has ever had.
Bottom: Me with the
mighty Motobecane (or
Mobylette) at the Sandia
Classic. Riding one of
these while living in
Bermuda inspired me to
get my first bike when
I returned stateside.
(There were also one or
two faster bikes at the
AHRMA races.)

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Sipapu 2007
There was electricity, coffee, live music
and cool dry camping. There was no rain,
no midnight bell ringing, and no crashes.
There were door prizes for nearly half
the registrants (over 450 – with those who
stopped in for a night without registering
the total was well over
500). The beer never ran
out, and there was enough
leftover chile and barbecue (thanks to Don
Cameron) for the
entire weekend.
This year’s
Bavarian Mountain
Weekend was
remarkable in every
way. It was warm,
the roads were clean and freshly
paved (mostly), and the crowd that
arrived from all four corners of the
states were treated to an ideal New
Mexico early Fall weekend.
If you were there you’ll
be carrying memories of a
nearly perfect rally, and these
pictures will bring them all
back. If you weren’t, here’s
some of what you missed,
and can experience at next
September’s
event.
Thanks to Gary
and Shelly Oleson,
whose hard work
made this the
club’s best rally
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Photos by Kristin
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Monzingo, Richard Swim,
Marcelo Vasquez and
David Wilson

yet, and to all the
volunteers who
made the coffee,
kept everything

organized, and cleaned
up afterwards. It’s the
sense of community that
makes us one of the best
motorcycle clubs in the
country,
and it’s
the teamwork that
makes the
Bavarian
Mountain
Weekend
one of
the best
rallies in
America.

The Legendary Shaft

3

L OE BM W R On the Road
October

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Saturday, October 6
Trinity Site Ride Redux
This is still an orphan ride needing someone to adopt it as contact person and ride
leader. It’s easy! Just contact RJ immediately at 299-4916, rjmirabal@yahoo.com
for assistance and details. Check the club
message board for updates…I hope!
Saturday – Sunday, October 12–14
Return to Canyon de Chelly
This ride will begin by meeting at the
Cracker Barrel restaurant at 5200 San
Antonio Dr NE here in Albuquerque at
8 am for breakfast. Then the group will
leave for Canyon de Chelly. There will
be a two night stay at the Thunderbird
Lodge. Call (928) 674-5841 for reservations. On Saturday, you can have the
choice of taking the all day or half day
jeep tour of Canyon De Chelly…no need
to reserve the jeep tours since there will
be plenty of room for all who want to go.
Sunday, everyone will head on back to
Albuquerque or wherever home is by way
of Gallup, NM and I-40.
For more information, contact Nick at
(505) 228-9023, email: msnicho@sandia.
gov or mssnicho@comcast.net
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Saturday, November 17
Bird Ride to the Bosque del Apache
During the Festival of the Cranes
Weekend. Details to come.
& Beyond…
Saturday, December 8
Christmas Party
At Sandiago’s at the bottom of the
Sandia Tram. Details to come. Contact
RJ Mirabal at 299-4916, rjmirabal@
yahoo.com.
January/February
Progressive Breakfast
On Super Bowl Sunday. Details to come.
Contact RJ Mirabal if you want to volunteer for one of the stops at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
National Events
Tuesday, January 1
Big Dog Ride
Meeting place TBA since the Hurricane’s
at Eastdale is gone!
SMRI Track Days

Saturday or Sunday,
October 27 or 28
Quemado/Pie Town Loop
Another orphan needing someone hungry
for pie and a great day ride to lead this
one also. Contact RJ ASAP to volunteer.
Check the web site for latest information.

The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.

Saturday, November 3
Business Meeting
At Santa Fe BMW. Details to come.
Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com.

Race Days (Southwest Vintage Cup Series):
November 3-4 Phoenix, AZ

October 28

AHRMA National Road Race Series:
October 20-21 Barber Vintage Festival,
Birmingham, AL

What News There Is
Counter Steering with RJ
by RJ Mirabal
Ok, so what are you doing
sitting here reading
this article when it’s
near perfect weather
for riding? Although
virtually all of us ride
year ‘round in New
Mexico, this is the time of year we all
long for when we can gear up the way we
like and be comfortable. It’s good to go
without opening vents, wearing thinner
(less protective) mesh, jeans, cooling vests,
or, on the other hand, putting on liners or
outers (I’m an outer person), plugging in,
donning heavier gloves, searching for the
heated grips switch…
Nope, fall in the Land of Enchantment
is hard to beat for riding or even for
opening up the garage and digging in
for some maintenance or installing those
upgrade goodies we bought at one rally
or another this past summer. So I won’t
keep you long. We don’t have a business
meeting until November 3rd at Santa Fe
BMW, so nothing to alert members about
yet. But we do have some orphan rides in
October that need contact/ride leaders.
Saturday, October 6th is the second
time of the year the Trinity Site is open
for public viewing. This spring was not
exactly pleasant weather, so this one is a
must if you missed April’s opportunity.
All we need is someone who is planning
on going anyway and would like to help
being the contact person for those who
want to join in for a nice day ride down
south on some of our favorite south central New Mexico roads. Please let me
know ASAP.
We already have a planned ride on a
return to Canyon de Chelly for October 1214 with Nick. The ride will begin on the
12th by meeting at the Cracker Barrel restaurant at 5200 San Antonio Dr NE here
in Albuquerque at 8 am for breakfast.
After breakfast the group will leave for
Canyon De Chelly by way of Farmington,
NM, and Mexico Water, AZ, then on to
Chinle, AZ. There will be a two night stay
at the Thunderbird Lodge. Call (928) 6745841 for reservations.
On Saturday, you can have the choice
of taking the all day or half day jeep tour
of Canyon De Chelly. There is no need

to reserve the jeep tours since there will
be plenty of room for all who want to go.
Sunday, everyone will head on back to
Albuquerque or wherever home is by way
of Gallup, NM and I-40.
For more information on the Canyon
de Chelly ride, contact Nick at 2289023 or email msnicho@sandia.gov or
mssnicho@comcast.net
There was a ride to Roswell on that
same weekend but since it’s an orphan,
too, we’ll save it for another time.
Finally, we need a home for the
Quemado/Pie Town Loop on
either Saturday, October 27th
or Sunday the 28th, which, of
course, must feature a stop for pie
in Pie Town. To pass it up would
be sacrilegious! Loch, it’s calling
to you! Or anyone else who can’t
miss a great day ride and pie.
Please contact me if you want
to help with any of these orphans
rides. I’ll assist you in whatever
way I can with start times, routes, posting on the message board, etc.
Well, there’s some dirt somewhere that
I soon need to pack down a bit because,
as you know, the weather is nice out in
the country as well as on the roads.

The last thing you want
to see when making a
squidly run up to the
Crest is a long line of
police bikes from all over
the state. But there they
were, in town for a police
safety event. Luckily
they were parked by the
time I came across them.
Think they went 25 mph
all the way up that hill?

From Mike Kenney in Las Cruces
We hope to meet you northern New
Mexico folks some time. I’m a new member and really want to do some northern
rides up your way sometime. Anyone
in the Las Cruces area can email me
at m_knny@yahoo.com. About three
years ago I picked up a 1981 R100 and of
course have really enjoyed both riding
and “restoring” the bike. Being an old
Volkswagen owner for many years , I’ve
always enjoyed German vehicles. One of
my pictures is from Emory Pass, one is
from Lake Valley near Hillsboro, and the
other was taken on a ride from Roswell
to Santa Fe with a bud who just bought a
new Sportster 1200.
The Legendary Shaft
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The Sandia Classic
Photos by Kristin Ackerson and
David Wilson
The biggest motorcycle racing event
in New Mexico blasted off last
month, the Sandia Classic AHRMA
races held at Sandia Motor
Speedway. There was dirt, street,
combinations of the two, sidecars,
stunt riding and famous racers
from back in the day. If you wanted
to see a Vincent on the track, or
the most modern crotch rockets, it
was all there. LOE BMW R hosted
the bike show, and our own Mark
Winslow was integral to the weekend’s success. Sandia BMW hosted
a Sunday breakfast at the
shop with free entry tickets
for all – and door prizes!
There were thrills and
spills, and enough adrenaline for everybody.

LOE BMW R

Officers

President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
yahoo.com

Vice President /
Activity Committee:

Bill Olsson,
821-8348,
waolsson@swcp.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Mark Davis,
379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
juno.com

Rally Chairs:

Gary & Shelly Oleson,
898-8320
gsoleson@aol.com
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Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
5700 Copper NE
#B34
Albuquerque, NM
87108
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

Computer files are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
Note: Classified ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running (or they’re
mine – which may run
indefinitely!).
The Legendary Shaft
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he R e a r V ie w

September is one of the biggest riding months of the year here in New Mexico. We’ve got our own Bavarian Mountain Weekend,
one of the best rallies in the country. There’s also the Sandia Classic, professional racing right in Albuquerque, as well as the
Golden Aspen AMA national rally in Ruidoso. It’s also the beginning of the Southwest’s best riding of the year!

