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Group Riding

I’ve been hanging out with a lot of bikers lately. Last month I reported on the
Utah ride I made with seven other club
members, and the group that headed to
Arizona, where we met up with 300 new
friends on BMWs.

In June I continued the trend by
taking an MSF Experienced Rider
Course attended by six enthusiastic
motorcyclists interested in improving their riding skills. Apart from
learning some new techniques and
(hopefully) getting rid of some
bad habits, the day was a lot of
fun. My favorite exercises were the
ever-smaller figure 8’s and the high
speed swerves – I enjoy anything
with peg scraping potential.
Later in the month I led one of my two
annual rides: the Jemez loop. Imagine
my surprise when I arrived in Bernalillo
to find 14 riders where only one or two

had shown up previously! It seems I’m
not the only one who’s decided to quit
working 24/7 and do some serious riding this year. We were all rewarded by
a perfect day and a most excellent trip
through the mountains – the best place
to be when the temperature approached
triple digits at lower elevations. You can
read more about that ride in this
issue. And mark your calendar for
next year’s ride.
Living in New Mexico, belonging
to a thriving bike club, it’s easy to
forget the good fortune we enjoy.
In New York even hard core riders were pretty much off the road
for two or three months a year,
and there was no BMW club at all
where I lived.
I find great encouragement
meeting and travelling with such

enthusiastic and dedicated riders. It
makes me want to be better at what I do.
Most of all, it makes me want to get out
and ride.
David Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Top: Our intrepid ERC
crew after a morning
of tearing up the Range.
Check out the club’s
Message Board or
contact the NMMSP
at (877) 667-8880,
www.nm-msp.org for
upcoming classes.
Bottom: Our group
for the Jemez ride pretty
much took over the gas
station in Bernalillo.
And, of course,
dominated the roads
wherever we went.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Canyon de Chelly
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by Susie McRee
First of all, I would like
to thank Rafa for promising to go with me on this
trip, even if no one else
went – I really appreciated that. My friends Brian
and Tracy went with me,
along with Cuba Mike. I
felt bad for this being the
first group ride ever for
Mike, since he wound up
with two relatively new
riders and me representing the club. That
meant he missed out on lots of biking
stories, as we had few to tell. Tracy was
a real trooper, riding on the back of the
sport bike.
The day started out for those leaving
Albuquerque at 7:30 am, then we hooked
up with Mike. Since he had been over
most of the roads, I asked if he would
mind leading. He graciously agreed, so
not only was this his first group ride,
but he also wound up leading! He did an
excellent job, pointing
out things I never would
have noticed.
We noted that in
Crownpoint the only
food is a deli in a grocery
store. We enjoyed the
Hubbel Trading Post. We
rolled into Chinle at about
4 pm, noting that they
had a very large correctional facility for youth.
It made me go hmmm!
When we checked in at
the Thunderbird Lodge,
they said that they had
problems with someone
messing with bikes, so
they volunteered to store
them in a garage if we
were back by 10 pm. We
decided we had time to
take in the South Rim,
making most of the stops
and short hikes, then ate
at the Holiday Inn. We
got back at 9:45. I could’ve sworn the

gravel getting to the garage was 6 inches
thick, since it was night and we didn’t
know we would be riding on gravel.
We started Sunday out by walking to
a hogan for coffee, picked up the bikes,
then rode to the junction for breakfast.
We hit the North Rim, stopping at most of
the points and short hikes. We eventually
hit 134 (absolutely beautiful), ate at El
Rancho in Gallup, stopped in Grants for
ice cream at the Dairy Queen, then rolled
into Albuquerque shortly before 9 pm.
We had two very full days, logging
about 630 miles. Some of the firsts for me
were: this was the longest trip I have been
on; I rode to another state; and I rode the
freeway at night. On Friday I had just ridden 2000 miles on my bike this season (I

have never ridden more than 1000 in any
given season), and am now approaching
3000. I wonder how many miles I’ll have
at the end of the season?
There was rain all around us coming
home, but we didn’t feel a drop, and the
wind was with us. Since the windshield
on my R1200R is quite short, I got hit by
some Texas size bugs.
If you haven’t been to Canyon de
Chelly, I highly recommend it – it is gorgeous. I plan to go back for a three-day

Ride the Jemez!
by David Wilson, photos by
Marcelo Vasquez and David
Wilson
This year’s Jemez ride was
greeted, as usual, by stellar weather: hot in the
lowlands, perfect in the
mountains, and no wind
anywhere. Fourteen people
showed up for what turned out to be a
relaxed ride on traffic-free roads, capped
with a great lunch at La Choza in
Santa Fe. Four of the riders actually
made the morning trip down from
Santa Fe to Bernalillo!

jeep ride. Some things
to keep in mind: no
alcoholic beverages are
sold on the reservation, and there are a lot
of animals on the road
(I saw six sheep, a dog
in the middle of the
road dragging the post
he was chained to, several cows, and a pack
of dogs).

The Jemez loop is always
a fun ride, but the amazing

turnout this year was one for
the record books.

New Mexico BMW Track Day
by Jim Johnson, Sandia BMW
Sandia and Santa Fe BMW are sponsoring
the July track day coming up. There will
be discounted track day passes available
for the July 29 SMRI track day.
If you’ve done a track day you know
what fun it is. If this will be your first
you’re in for a treat.
You will need a one piece suit or a two
piece that zips across the back of the
waist. Leather, cordura or similar abrasion

resistant material is OK.
Any BMW in sound condition with
reasonably fresh tires and brakes should
be good to go. I’ve seen everything from
R60/5’s to K1200LT’s on track days.
There is training available for beginners included in the price of the pass.
This is a safe, fun way to explore the
abilities of you and your bike in a nonthreatening environment.
Call Jim Johnson 350-1025, jim.
johnson@sandiabmw.com for information.
The Legendary Shaft



L OE BM W R On the Road
June

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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July is Rally Month!
The club takes a break from formalized
rides so you can get out an put on some
serious miles at all the rallies going on
in the area. Check the National Events
calendar as well as the BMW MOA magazine and web site, and your collection of
motorcycle magazines.
Wednesday, July 11
Rally Committee Meeting
At rally meisters Gary and Shelly Oleson’s
house, 6 pm. Come plan the extravaganza,
and eat some dinner too! RSVP to the
Olesons at 898-8320.
Wednesday, August 1
Rally Committee Meeting
At rally meisters Gary and Shelly Oleson’s
house, 6 pm. Come plan the extravaganza,
and eat some dinner too! RSVP to the
Olesons at 898-8320.
Saturday, August 4
Club Birthday Party in the Monzanos
At the Oak Flats Campground off of South
14 just past Tijeras Canyon. Festivities
include tons of food, brats and burgers,
and the ever-popular
post-repast business
meeting. It all start at 10
am. Contact RJ Mirabal
at 299-4916, rjmirabal@
yahoo.com.
Saturday-Sunday,
August 18-19
Road to Nowhere
Ride
Find out where the
Road to Nowhere is
along with classic
Northern New Mexico
favorite rides. If you
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haven’t done the “High Road,” Cimarron
Canyon, Red River, or the road from Tres
Piedras to Tierra Amarilla at all or it’s
been a long time – then this is the summer ride for you. And, no, this isn’t a hell
bent for leather day long endurance ride.
It’s a two day, more relaxed ride with
an overnight stay in Taos. We’ll plan on
meeting about 7:45 am, August 18th, at
the Chevron at Tramway and East Central,
leaving Albuquerque about 8 am. From
there we’ll head for Santa Fe and beyond
via North 14 with stops along the way for
northern LOE BMW R members who sign
up for the ride. See the article in the News
section for more details. You must contact
RJ at 299-4916, rjmirabal@yahoo.com so
he can plan for the ride and accommodations. Details updated on the club web
site Message Board.
& Beyond…
Friday-Sunday, September 7-9
The Bavarian Mountain Weekend
The best little international rally in the
whole Southwest, hosted by your very
own club. Getting bigger and better every
year. Write it in your calendar, in
pen!
Friday-Sunday, September 14-16
AHRMA
Featuring the Sandia Classic Vintage
Races and more motorcycle events
than you can shake a special BMW
oil filter wrench at. Details to come.
Date TBD, October
Leaf Ride
When the leaves peak, we ride.
Wherever, whenever. Contact
David Wilson at 266-4449,
david@wujiart.us

Saturday, October 6
Trinity Site Ride Redux
Details to come.
Saturday or Sunday, October 13 or 14
Roswell/Pine Lodge Road Redux
Details to come. Contact RJ Mirabal at
299-4916, rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
Saturday or Sunday,
October 27 or 28
Quemado/Pie Town Loop
Details to come.
Saturday, November 3
Business Meeting
At Santa Fe BMW. Details to come.
Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916, rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
Saturday, November 3
Business Meeting
At Santa Fe BMW. Details to come.
Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
November
Bird Ride to the Bosque del Apache
During the Festival of the Cranes
Weekend. Details to come.
Saturday, December 8
Christmas Party
At Sandiago’s at the bottom of the
Sandia Tram. Details to come. Contact
RJ Mirabal at 299-4916, rjmirabal@
yahoo.com.
January/February
Progressive Breakfast
On Super Bowl Sunday. We’ll eat at the
Milgram’s, the Kelly’s and at Brooklyn
Pete’s. Details to come. Contact RJ
Mirabal at 299-4916, rjmirabal@
yahoo.com.
National Events
Thursday-Sunday, July 12-15, 2007
BMW MOA Rally, West Bend WI
Take a few days to check out
the Wisconsin mountains (only
kidding – but they do have great cheese).
Stay tuned for more details or check out
www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally07/
Thursday-Sunday, July 19-22
Top o’ the Rockies, Paonia, CO

Join the LOE BMW R contingent
at this favorite rally, details on
the club trip to come. Contact
Bruce Sanders at (303) 755-7278,
coloradobeemers@comcast.net
Thursday-Sunday, July 19-22
Fire And Ice Bike Rally,
Grants, NM
www.fireandicebikerally.com,
(505) 285-3573, (800) 550-3573
Thursday-Sunday, July 26-29
West Fest, Sipapu, NM
The Adventure Riders Rally.
$42 per person gets Friday
and Saturday night’s meals,
What’s the worst that could happen?
camping, coffee and other
unannounced beverages. Paypal to
WestFest@comcast.net or send a check to:
PO Box 50279, Albuquerque, NM 87181.

AIM HIGH

Monday-Sunday, August 6-12
Black Hills Classic, Sturgis, SD
www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com
Wednesday-Sunday, Sept 12-16
Golden Aspen Rally, Ruidoso, NM
www.motorcyclerally.com
Tuesday, January 1
Big Dog Ride
Meeting place TBA since the Hurricane’s
at Eastdale is gone!
SMRI Track Days
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
July 29 (Sponsored by Sandia BMW.
Discount tickets available at both New
Mexico BMW motorcycle dealers. Lunch,
all prep work and beginners’ instruction will be provided. Contact Jim
Johnson at Sandia BMW at 884-0066,
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com)
August 19
September 23
October 28
Race Days:
July 15
August 4-5 (SW Vintage Cup Series)
September 7
The Legendary Shaft



Southwest
Vintage Cup
Series:
July 14-15
SMRI, NM
August 4-5
SMRI, NM
November 3-4
Phoenix, AZ

A dv e n t u r e
is taking inappropriate equipment to out-of-the-way places.

Festival, Birmingham, AL
LOE BMW R

Officers

President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
yahoo.com

Vice President /
Activity Committee:

Bill Olsson,
821-8348,
waolsson@swcp.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Mark Davis,
379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
266-4449
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
juno.com

Rally Chairs:

Gary & Shelly Oleson,
898-8320
gsoleson@aol.com
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AHRMA
National Road
Race Series:
September
15-16 Sandia
Classics, NM
October 20-21
Barber Vintage

What News There Is
Counter Steering with RJ
by RJ Mirabal
It’s deep into traditional
vacation time for
most people, but
many of the volunteers of the club
are quite busy with
club events and there
are plenty to choose from. Of course,
there are rallies everywhere throughout
the summer, so plenty of touring urges
can be satisfied. The most important
rally to us is our very own Sipapu 23
in September and though many of you
maybe haven’t given it much thought,
it’s been on the minds of Gary and Shelly
Oleson along with those of us on the
Rally Committee for quite some time.
Now it is time for more of you to get
into the old rally mood because the main
item for the August 4th business meeting
will be sign-ups for volunteers to work
the rally. Not that you couldn’t volunteer
right now or wait until the morning you
arrive at the rally, but August 4th would
be a good time to commit to help make
our rally continue to be the success it has
always been (Gary and Shelly can rest a
lot easier if we have a good slate of helpers by then, too). Besides, it’s fun!
This year, the big chile cookout will
take place at the rally, so a large contingent of volunteers to “build the chile”
will be needed Friday, September 7th, the
first day of the rally at Sipapu. The tra-

ditional Labor Day get-together will still
take place to prepare rally materials, precook some of the chile ingredients, and to
pick up your rally t-shirts and other items
early before the big rush.
Don’t forget to register to attend the
rally ASAP. The form is on the club web
site and includes pre-rally ordering of
t-shirts and mugs. Every year our rally
logos are award winners. This year is no
exception and, ladies, we are now offering a women’s cut t-shirt designed to fit
the female form in a more flattering way
than the traditional “square” cut of typical t-shirts (being a typical guy, I had
never given this any thought until Kristin
proposed this innovation at an early
Rally Committee meeting). I predict our
rally may pioneer a new standard in rally
shirts by offering these for Sipapu 23.
The other really important item of business on Saturday, August 4th will be the
picnic lunch that is our traditional way to
mark the Club Birthday. Note that this is
a Saturday, not a Sunday this year. There
will some interesting fare on the menu
this year because our head chef will be
Marcello Vasquez, probably the club’s
most discerning connoisseur of food
and libations. I’m sure Steven and Wally
Mounce may have suggestions concerning
appropriate cooking/rain gear.
Another item of importance is finalizing the 2008 Progressive Breakfast. Right
now we have the Kelly’s in Edgewood for
the second breakfast burrito stop (and no
#%@* snow or ice – we hope!), and Pete’s
for the third dessert, treats, and meeting
stop in Rio Rancho. We need a first stop
(the coffee, juice, donuts, and bagels wakerupper stop), let me know if you want to be
the host to a great hungry bunch of riders
on an early February morning.
Between now and then, there are roads
to ride, rallies to attend, and if you have
an idea for the club to consider, bring it
to the Club Birthday Party and business
meeting next month.
The Road to Nowhere Ride
August 18-19, 2007
by RJ Mirabal
Actually, “The Road to Nowhere” is only
about one hour of riding out of about
12 total hours on the road covering 600
miles for this ride. That’s a long ways to
go “nowhere”! SR 555 covers about 30
paved miles due west from Raton and

is used mostly by trucks traveling to
lunch around 12:30. Uh, lunch will be
and from the York Canyon Coal Mine
an adventure because we will experiand the Vermejo Park Ranch (private) in
ment with a different spot from the one
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. It’s an
Eric of Las Vegas, John E., and I tried last
interesting sweeper road (though a bit
month (Wonder why? Ask John about his
potholed) along some mountain ponds,
“green chile cheeseburger”). After that, we
forest, and open meadows affording some
will take 555 (“The Road to Nowhere”)
nice views of the snow capped peaks of
out thirty miles and back then head
southern Colorado before you reach the
Southwest on US 64 through the scenic
end of the road.
sweepers of Cimarron Canyon to Eagles
The rest of the ride, before and after the
Nest. After a break, we’ll get on SR 38 to
Nowhere Road will be classic Northern
Red River and Questa, then mosey south
New Mexico featuring the main elements
to Taos arriving around 6 pm to spend
of some of the best rides in that part of the the night. Motel accommodations will be
state. If you haven’t done the “High Road,” announced soon – after I make a scouting
Cimarron Canyon, Red River, or the road
trip to Taos to check out some members’
from Tres Piedras to Tierra Amarilla at all
recommendations. I’m hoping for a motoror it’s been a long time – then this is the
cycle friendly place where we can enjoy
summer ride for you. And, no, this isn’t a
a quiet evening outside having a few
hell bent for leather day long endurance
refreshments and reliving the day’s ride.
ride. It’s a two day, more relaxed ride to
In the morning after breakfast, we hope
just get out of hot Albuquerque and see
to leave by 9 am on US 64 across the Rio
some great scenery and ride some fun
Grande Gorge Bridge for Tres Piedras to
roads. Of course, the “quicker” riders are
Tierra Amarilla on one of the premier ridwelcome, they’ll just have to wait at key
ing roads of Northern New Mexico. This
crossroads for the rest of us to catch up (or
is the one place in New Mexico where
get seated for lunch earlier!).
you feel like you’re on a prime Colorado
My hope is that we can involve some
mountain road. We’ll then turn south on
of our northern LOE BMW R members
US 84 to Espanola for lunch (I’m sure some
by having some potential link up points
of you know of a good place for lunch – so,
along the way. Already some Taos memlet me know) and then on to Santa Fe by
bers are planning to join us along the way about 2 pm and Albuquerque by 3 pm or
Saturday morning.
thereabouts. Quite a trip to Nowhere!
Anyway, we’ll plan on meeting about
Please check the club message board
7:45 am, August 18th, at the Chevron
and/or contact me for details and updates.
at Tramway and East Central, leaving
Northern members, please let me know
Albuquerque about 8 am. From there we’ll where you want to link up with the main
head for Santa Fe via North 14 with a
group. Do we dare hope the weather will
stop to meet up with members from that
cooperate? I will be checking the weather
part of the state which can be arranged
the week prior. I will alert the motel in
(around 9 am, perhaps, at the north parkTaos of our plans, but you must make
ing lot of the Outlet Center near Cerillos
your own reservations, so check with me
Road and I-25?). Then we will head out on or the message board for the latest on
SR 599 and US 285 to Pojoaque (where we
the motel name, location, and available
will meet our fellow Taos members around accommodations.
9:30-9:45 along with any
other northern LOE BMW R
members who want to join us)
Sales, Service, Parts
and onto SR 503, the start of
BMW Riders Wear
the “High Road to Taos” continuing as far as Vadito.
2578 Camino Entrada
Then we will sweep east
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
on SR 518 past Sipapu (we’ll
(505) 474-0066
be back three weeks later for
1-888-774-0066
Sipapu 23!) through Mora
to La Cueva, north on 442
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
to Ocate, east on 120 to I-25,
www.santafebmw.com
and then north to Raton for

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
3803 Mesa Verde NE
Albuquerque, NM
87110
(505) 266-4449
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
Note: Classified ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running (or they’re
mine – which may run
indefinitely!).
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he R e a r V ie w

James Stevens and Michael Seebeck recently completed (sort of) their TransAmerica Trail ride. Lots of dirt, lots of mud, lots of
flood. Don’t try this on your RT. Photos by Michael Seebeck.

