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Flying Low

achieve a flow that eliminates the separation of rider and machine, and creates a
sort of organic union that seems to fly low
above the pavement rather than just stick
to the road.
Any true
biker will
understand:
it’s not
something
that can be
explained,
but if
you’ve felt
it you know
exactly what
I’m talking

Last month I waxed poetic on the virtues
of not riding my own bike. This month
I update my opinion to include the fantastic experience of all that motorcycling
is, dialed in with the thrill of a machine
tuned specifically for you.
Gary Oleson reduced the Great Red
Whale down to its skeleton and rebuilt it
into a monster sport touring machine that
has already proved its mettle in a series of
trips over the last several weeks totalling
over 4,000 miles.
Inside you can share the trip to Utah
and Arizona, but in addition are the more
local Jemez, Edgewood and Red River
loops. The bike has seen vast stretches of
the Southwest at triple digits (did I just
say that?) and cruising on Central Avenue.
It has been through sleet, hail and prodigious amounts of rain, as well as twisties
that left beaded rubber at the edges of the
tires. All in the last month.
And through it all it’s been a supremely
comfortable and confident mount, at 140
fully loaded or stripped down and shaving the pegs. It’s power and control are
a bit over my current skills – giving me
room to improve – but are polite enough
to allow most of my mistakes without so
about.
much as a shudder.
You can
Gary’s mechanical genius certainly
ride any
marks the bike as solid and capable, but
machine, but
there are also the years of slowly tweakyour very
ing the ergonomics and controls, and the
own can be
growing familiarity of my relationship
an act of love.
with the bike. We have grown together
David
into a unit that, under the best conditions, Wilson, editor
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Top: Ken Goode ponders
the universal question of
motorcycledom: how are
we going to put this thing
back together?
Center: Near Tierra
Amarilla at the
beginning of the Utah
trip. The bike was clean
way back then.
Bottom: Kristin
Ackerson and I at the
VLA near the end of the
Arizona trip. And what
a long strange one it was.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

What I did on my Spring Break.

Stories by David Wilson.
Photos by Kristin Ackerson, John Schmidt, Robin Le Mare and David Wilson

Utah!
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If there
was ever
a list of
perfect
motorcycle trips, this one would be
right at the top of the list. Five days of
warm sun, no wind, mind-expanding
scenery, idyllic roads and a fantastic
bunch of people made this a trip to
remember
forever.
For me
the trip
began with
a roundabout
route to
Farmington
that included the
High Road
to Taos,
Tierra Amarilla, Chama, Pagosa Springs
and Durango. My riding partner, Kristin,
had never experienced many of those
roads, so it was like the first rush of being
on a motorcycle all over again. Tempered,
of course, by the fact that I could barely
keep up with her in her enthusiasm.
We grouped up in Farmington and
left at first light for Torrey, Utah, which
would be the base of operations for a
couple of days of spectacular riding that
included Bryce Canyon, Cedar Breaks,
Escalante Grand Staircase, and assorted
twisty roads and massive canyon vistas
scattered throughout that part of the
state. Nights were spent retelling (by
that I mean embellishing) the events of
the day,
lubricated
by some
memorable
dinners
and some
alcoholic
encouragement.
The next
destination was
Ridgeway,
Colorado,
just north
of Ouray.
Snow cov-

ered mountains
lined the ride
there, though we
stayed on roads
low enough to
provide perfect
motorcycling
weather, and the
promise of the Million Dollar Highway
the next day.
And that was a great promise: the road

was as clean, fast and empty as I’ve
ever seen it. The mountains were as
spectacular as you could imagine, and
the riding buddies as competent and
fast as you could hope.
Thanks to Gary Oleson, Tim Stone,
John Schmidt, David Hudson, John
Gillis, Kristin Ackerson, and Mike
Gragg for a trip that I’m sure will
only get better (and faster) with time.

Arizona!

The Roadrunner Rally in Heber followed
hot on the heels of the Utah trip – a day
later, in fact. Our morning group had time
to share breakfast before breaking into
smaller units. Mark Smith returned home

with bike trouble. Ed Quarles couldn’t
resist the lure of light speed and left
Brooklyn Pete, Robin Le Mare, Kristin
Ackerson and I as what turned out to be
the “slow” group. But still scenic, checking out the VLA before heading down to
Reserve and the long way through Alpine

to Springerville and eventually Heber.
About 300 ralliers met us there, all
enthusiastic for the coming weekend.
Unfortunately, the rain (and hail, snow,
etc) that we encountered on the ride to
Heber settled in for the weekend as well.
Still, on Saturday we
threaded the rain needle
and had a warm, sunny
ride down legendary
Route 191 (or better
known as the more legendary Route 666). We
met the weather on the
return trip, which fortunately didn’t dampen the
rally’s members.
Johnny Cash, Elvis and
some rather round belly
dancers kept us entertained
until the rain and the cold
really moved in. But as they
say, if there was no hardship
you’d never remember it.
And this will certainly be a
rally to be remembered.
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L OE BM W R On the Road
June

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Saturday-Sunday, June 2-3
Canyon de Chelly Adventure
by RJ Mirabal
Mark your calendars for June 2-3 because
that’s when the club will be planning a
weekend ride to the jaw-dropping gorgeous scenery in and around Arizona’s
Canyon del Chelly (pronounced “shay,” not
“chilly” – as in “When in the hell is this
New Mexico weather going to quit being
chelly?”). At this point, I have not had a
chance to research the best routes (pavement and dirt), motels, campgrounds, etc.,
but tentatively speaking, this looks like
an 8 am departure to insure a 2 pm arrival
(including a stop for lunch) in Chinle or
some other appropriate landing point.
Once our luggage is deposited, there
can be some afternoon exploring, nighttime dining out (remember our club credo:
“Eat to Ride, Ride to Eat!”), a good night’s
sleep, and then return by some interesting
and scenic routes to home by late afternoon. Since I’ve never been to this area, I
need the advice of our more seasoned club
travelers on good places to stay, fun routes
for pavement riders, dirt riders, how much
time it really takes to ride around the area,
photo opportunities, etc.
Please contact RJ
Mirabal at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
Wednesday, June 6
Rally Committee
Meeting
At rally meisters Gary
and Shelly Oleson’s
house, 6 pm. Come plan
the extravaganza, and
eat some dinner too!
RSVP to the Olesons at
898-8320.

Saturday, June 23
Jemez Ride (New Date)
The annual sticky tire ride strikes
again! Limber up that wrist, bucko.
Contact David Wilson at 266-4449,
david@wujiart.us.
July is Rally Month!
The club takes a break from formalized
rides so you can get out an put on some
serious miles at all the rallies going on in
the area. Check the National Events calendar as well as MOA and your collection of
motorcycle magazines.
Wednesday, July 11
Rally Committee Meeting
At rally meisters Gary and Shelly Oleson’s
house, 6 pm. Come plan the extravaganza,
and eat some dinner too! RSVP to the
Olesons at 898-8320.
& Beyond…
Saturday, August 4
Club Birthday Party in the Monzanos
Same time, same place! Contact RJ Mirabal
at 299-4916, rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
Saturday-Sunday, August 18-19
Road to Nowhere Ride
Taos and Tierra Amarilla with a
motel stay in Taos. Nowhere is a
deadend road west of Raton (sound
enticing?). Contact RJ Mirabal at 2994916, rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
Friday-Sunday, September 7-9
The Bavarian Mountain Weekend
The best little international rally in
the whole Southwest, hosted by your
very own club. Getting bigger and
better every year. Write it in your
calendar, in pen!

Friday-Sunday, September 14-16
AHRMA
Featuring the Sandia Classic Vintage
Races and more motorcycle events than
you can shake a special BMW oil filter
wrench at. Details to come.
Date TBD, October
Leaf Ride
When the leaves peak, we ride. Wherever,
whenever. Contact David Wilson at 2664449, david@wujiart.us
Saturday, October 6
Trinity Site Ride Redux
Details to come.
Saturday or Sunday, October 13 or 14
Roswell/Pine Lodge Road Redux
Details to come. Contact RJ Mirabal at
299-4916, rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
Saturday or Sunday,
October 27 or 28
Quemado/Pie Town Loop
Details to come.
Saturday, November 3
Business Meeting
At Santa Fe BMW. Details to come.
Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916, rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
Saturday, November 3
Business Meeting
At Santa Fe BMW. Details to come.
Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
November
Bird Ride to the Bosque del Apache
During the Festival of the Cranes
Weekend. Details to come.
Saturday, December 8
Christmas Party
At Sandiago’s at the bottom of the
Sandia Tram. Details to come. Contact
RJ Mirabal at 299-4916, rjmirabal@
yahoo.com.
January/February
Progressive Breakfast
On Super Bowl Sunday. We’ll eat at the
Milgram’s, the Kelly’s and at Brooklyn
Pete’s. Details to come. Contact RJ
Mirabal at 299-4916, rjmirabal@
yahoo.com.

National Events
Monday-Saturday, June 4-9
Americade 25, Lake George,
NY
www.tourexpo.com,
(518) 798-7888
Thursday-Sunday, June 7-10
The BMW RA Rally,
Asheville NC
The location is set for the
Biltmore Estate, with a massive
camping area, on-site winery,
scenic lake, two restaurants and a river.
Just 10 minutes away is the Blue Ridge
Parkway. Contact www.bmwra.org/rally.
Thursday-Sunday, June 14-17
Red Rock Rendezvous, Panguitch, UT
Day rides to Zion, Bryce, Capitol Reef,
the Grand Canyon, Grand Staircase
Escalante and Cedar Breaks. Camping,
food, rides and tech sessions included.
Contact Bob Smith at (801) 786-0806,
bobsmith93@comcast.net
Thursday-Sunday, July 12-15,
2007
BMW MOA Rally, West Bend WI
Take a few days to check out the
Wisconsin mountains (only kidding –
but they do have great cheese). Stay
tuned for more details or check out
www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally07/
Thursday-Sunday, July 19-22
Top o’ the Rockies, Paonia, CO
Join the LOE BMW R contingent at this favorite rally, details
on the club trip to come. Contact
Bruce Sanders at (303) 755-7278,
coloradobeemers@comcast.net

Mark Beyer of Santa Fe
BMW displays his track
bike and pit crew, ready
for a full season of high
speed airhead action!

Thursday-Sunday, July 19-22
Fire And Ice Bike Rally, Grants, NM
www.fireandicebikerally.com, (505) 2853573, (800) 550-3573
Thursday-Sunday, July 26-29
West Fest, Sipapu, NM
The Adventure Riders Rally. $42 per
person gets Friday and Saturday night’s
meals, camping, coffee and other
unannounced beverages. Paypal to
WestFest@comcast.net or send a check to:
PO Box 50279, Albuquerque, NM 87181.
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Monday-Sunday,
August 6-12
Black Hills Classic,
Sturgis, SD
www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com
WednesdaySunday, Sept
12-16
Golden Aspen
Rally, Ruidoso, NM
www.motorcyclerally.com
Tuesday, January 1
Big Dog Ride
Meeting place TBA since the
Hurricane’s at Eastdale is gone!
SMRI Track Days

Above: Sandia
Fe ride photos
by Terry
Tombaugh.
Below: the
Crab Apple
Cabins, home of the Ice
Cream Ride.
See RJ’s column for
more details on these
spectacular rides.

The Sandia Motorcycle
Roadracing Inc is New
Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit
www.smri-racing.org or
call 281-5216 for details.
June 10
July 29 (Sponsored by Sandia BMW.
Discount tickets available at both New
Mexico BMW motorcycle dealers. Lunch,
all prep work and beginners’ instruction will be provided. Contact Jim
Johnson at Sandia BMW at 884-0066,
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com)
August 19
September 23
October 28
Race Days:
May 6
June 24
July 15
August 4-5 (SW Vintage Cup Series)
September 7
Southwest Vintage Cup Series:
July 14-15 SMRI, NM
August 4-5 SMRI, NM
November 3-4 Phoenix, AZ
AHRMA National Road Race Series:
September 15-16 Sandia Classics, NM
October 20-21 Barber Vintage Festival,
Birmingham, AL
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What News There Is
Counter Steering with RJ
by RJ Mirabal
With summer (?) almost here
(maybe), a lot of
LOE BMW R motorcycles and riders are
hitting the roads with
rallies, week-long rides,
and day rides putting a
gleam in their eyes. This month, I thought
I would just report on a couple of recent
rides and one coming up. Nothing on
the more boring club business side that I
can think of, and if you do start getting
bored in the middle of the week, post an
impromptu ride idea on the club message
board and there may be more than one of
us who are ready to join you.
Ice Cream Ride, directed by Robert Keen,
former “President for Life”
After all these years, I just left the stack
of papers to be graded on my desk and
hit the road with Gary Cade a little before
2 pm from Los Lunas. Yeah, there was
wind, but it was great to be out for nice
long ride, take some pictures of Historical
Markers, and be greeted by a friendly
bunch with cold beers and pizza waiting
at the picturesque Crab Tree Cabins. The
huge crab tree that dominated the central
patio between the cabins provided an
inviting stage for beer tasting, huge lying
contests, and a one man satirical show
with “Saint” Nick’s crusty commentary
on the notable events of the weekend (I
won’t tell, Dave and John!).
Everyone had great rides on dirt and
tarmac. For experienced hands and newbies – it was a pleasant time and a chance
to sharpen riding and social skills. The
Cinco de Mayo party at the Blue Front
was a unique small town New Mexico
experience, but the highlight was beer
tasting under Robert’s expert direction
(some really good and some truly weird
beers). And I do want to note that Steve
Mounce also served as host for the beers
and goodies.
I may not be back until retirement is for
real, but it is definitely an experience to
look forward to. Who cares about the NM
weather? It just keeps things interesting.
The roads and scenery I shared with Pete
and Dave were great, and Robert’s well
honed performance as host and the com-

radeship was the best! This is a club event
everyone has to do at least once – then
you’ll be hooked.
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW Ride
On May 19th it was my pleasure to share
the ride with a great bunch of folks,
including John E., Terry, Richard, Tina,
Cloyd, Reina, (I hope I spelled those
last two name correctly!), “Saint” Nick,
Jim, Tom, new member Ken (really, he
handed me his form and $20 that morning out in the Sandia parking lot!), and
“Sprocket” John. We started the ride with
a tasty breakfast of waffles and all the
fixings – just to be sure our bikes had a
little stabilizing weight, you know. And
then every time we stopped there was
someone from Sandia or Santa Fe BMW
with a table full of food!
The weather was almost totally cooperative (a few sprinkles and a bit of extra
cool in the Jemez was all we had for the
ride while I caught several big raindrops
through Tijeras Canyon and in front of my
garage on the return home) and the classic New Mexico scenery and roads were
in top form. We saw city, llano (plains),
Sonoran desert, mountain highlands, riverside bosques, small Northern NM towns,
and Santa Fe traffic! What a ride!
The dirt guys had a great time going
through the Jemez foothills, along the river,
and up La Bajada Hill and arrived about
an hour ahead of us. James, John, Michael,
and Al enjoyed that part of the ride.
Jim Johnson and crew from Sandia
made sure our “tanks” were always full of
good food, and a nice spread of mid-afternoon goodies awaited us at Santa Fe. They
were so busy selling bikes in Santa Fe, I
didn’t have a chance to introduce myself
and thank them for their hospitality.
Canyon de Chelly Ride
Now, coming up the first
weekend in June on the 2nd
and 3rd is a ride to Canyon
de Chelly. A few people who
have been in the area make
the following recommendations: stay at the Thunderbird
Lodge (right near the
entrance to Canyon de Chelly)
and take the Jeep tours of
the Canyon. So, if you want
to get a room for the night of
June 2nd (only rooms with

two beds are currently available), you
need to act quickly to get a reservation
at 928-674-5841. A room for two people,
two beds is $101 plus tax per night, and
for one person it is $97 plus tax.
The Jeep tours (recommended by
Gordy) are $40.95 for a half day and
$66.95 for a full day. Those can be
arranged when you get there, no reservations are necessary. Of course, you can
also tour on your own around the area
on the paved roads or, if you are game,
the dirt tracks. It’s a gorgeous area and,
at this writing, the weather is promising to be in the upper 70’s, lower 80,s
with sunny skies and upper 40’s at night.
Check your weather service before leaving just to make sure!
I wish I could make this ride, but personal priorities prevent this, but soon, I
will make the trek just to confirm the
beauty in Marina’s and Gordy’s pictures
of this place. Contact me if you have any
questions and check the “Rides” portion
of the message board for updates, meeting
sites and departure times, and just to see
who else is going.
Meanwhile, check out the club calendar for our rides as well as a summer full
of rallies all over the region and the big
national rallies. It’s time to wear out some
tires and burn overpriced gasoline!

LOE BMW R

Officers

President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
yahoo.com

Vice President /
Activity Committee:

Bill Olsson,
821-8348,
waolsson@swcp.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Mark Davis,
379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
266-4449
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
juno.com

Rally Chairs:

Gary & Shelly Oleson,
898-8320
gsoleson@aol.com

LOE Marketplace
Air Head People: Parts for your R90
or R90S. Final Drive with Brake 32/10
ratio;dual disk master cylinder (new);
single disk master cylinder (used but
good); fiberglass seat cowl; brake lines,
brake caliper, head gaskets (new); and
some other stuff. Interested? I will make
you a deal.
Contact Doug Guinn at 259-6629,
jguinn50@comcast.net

Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he R e a r V ie w

The Ice Cream Ride to Glenwood was a mellow beer-tasting event, hosted as usual by the esteemed Robert Keen. Good friends,
great weather, fabulous roads, schöne bier – what more can you ask for? Photos by Susie McRee and Ralph Nevis.

