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The Same Magic

My bike has been down with serious illness for about a month now, which should
leave me grumpy and despondent and
not much fun to be around. But I’ve been
reminded of a few things about motorcycling and the club in the process.
I’ve found that friends have come from
everywhere offering to help keep me on
the road. Lynn lets me ride her Yamaha
whenever I like, and Kristin Ackerson
has repeatedly shared her stable of bikes
with me. Ken Goode even offered me his
K12RS for a week-long Utah trip some of
us are planning.
Gary Oleson immediately
jumped into the mechanical
end to troubleshoot the bike,
and Mark Smith spent his
spring break on the internet
researching all the solutions
to all the possible causes of
all the leaking oil. So even
though my bike is out of commission, I have stayed on the
road and feel I am in expert
hands for repair.
To say I am overwhelmingly
grateful to them all is a vast understatement. It is a lesson in loyalty, friendship
and the quality of people I’ve found riding motorcycles wherever I’ve gone. It is
truly a rare and humbling community.
Since my 1200 cc sport(ish) bike has
been up on blocks, I’ve spent most of my
time on a 550 cruiser or a 650 single. And
my judgement of the change is: it really
doesn’t matter.

To be out in the wind, watching the
sky and the mountains, feeling the air
change and the sun overhead, riding with
a good friend – that is really what matters. It would be great to be on my own
bike, but when I look down and see the
road under the wheels or feel the flow of a
well carved corner, it doesn’t matter if the
machine has one or four cylinders, if I’m
sitting straight up or in a racer’s crouch,
it’s all the same magic.
You may not see me flying by in a red
blur any time soon, but if you do see me
on the road I’ll be wearing the same smile,
whatever machine is under me.
David Wilson, editor
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Top: Is the Ricky Racer
look out of place on an
F 650? Well, there’s no
danger of wearing out
the knee pucks. I do have
a proper cruiser outfit,
though – except I wear
a helmet. Harley riders
wave to me nevertheless.
Bottom: Kristin and
Robin Le Mare on one
of our joint adventures
bagging another Historic
Marker in our effort to
dominate this year’s
riding contest.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Copper Canyon w/Moto Discovery
by Doug Guinn
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T

he ride started in El
Paso on March 3rd,
and ended in El
Paso late afternoon
on March 11th –
about 2000 miles round trip.
If you are a loner, and do
not enjoy the company or
camaraderie of other guys
who are like minded, then
don’t sign up with Moto
Discovery. They will take you
places, ply you with Mexican
meals and drink, and allow
you to sleep in some hotels
and Cabanas that you probably wouldn’t experience
otherwise. These are better accommodations than
I expected, and with real
charm you just don’t get
in a Super 8, or even a
Holiday Inn.
The ride leader (Lalo
from Cancun), a ride host
(Murrae Haynes from
Santa Fe) and a follow
truck piloted by Bryan
Banks ( one of the nicest
people I have ever met),
turned all the unknowns and
mysteries that might give
one pause into just more fun
adventure for the ten Patrons.
The group members were
from all parts of the country
and all sorts of backgrounds.
There were retired guys like
me, an advertising executive,
a professional
photographer,
an asset portfolio manager,
pharmaceutical salesman,
a computer
chip engineer
etc. Two
father/son
teams helped
the age spread
from OB 1
(Orrin), a 68

year old on a new BMW 1200 GS and
son Levi to Robb (mid twenties) and his
father Brian. Riding abilities ranged from
Murrae who is an MSF instructor and riding coach (on a Buell no less), to a country
lawyer from Louisiana who would not
take the actual ride down the narrow,
rocky, steep single lane road to Batopilas.
He elected to ride in the truck, which was
a smart move. He had a much more enjoyable ride down with Bryan.
The excursions are what really made
the total experience. We learned how
some famous Mexican pottery is actually made. We met the artist who walked
us through each step of production and
provided a gift for the best question
asked. We visited an amazing museum
outside of Casas Grandes, dedicated to
Anasazi regional history. This museum
rivals any in the US. We stopped in
a chatted with the owner of a family
hacienda built in 1902, one of 6 throughout Chihuahua owned by her ancestor.
He owned 20,000,000 acres before the
Mexican Revolution. The hacienda is
being restored.
Even with the wide range of riding
experience and ability of our riders,
everyone had a proclaimed wonderful
time and a real life adventure that you
just can’t get sitting in front on the TV.
• Total out of pocket cash needed in
Mexico = $ 200 to $300, including some
gifts purchased at Divisideros (top of the
Canyon where the Train goes by).
• Total change in elevation: above Creel
8800 ft. to Batopilas at the bottom approximately 1500 ft. Creel is about the same
elevation as Santa Fe.
• Total quantity of tequila consumed –
ask Murrae!
• Total calories consumed = more than
calories burned, even though by the end
of some days it felt like I had been working out at the gym for several hours.
Moto Discovery is very organized, and
strives to give everyone great memories
for what I believe is a great value. I plan
on riding with them again, since they
now travel to many parts of the world,
including Turkey, China, Central and
South America.

Kristin’s HouSwarming
Photos by Marina Ackerson and David Wilson

why they’re standing next to some
bikes when there’s
food inside to be
eaten.
Left below:
Kristin and Eric
square off over a
fine point of proper
chile preparation.
Right top: Tim
and Lynn smiling.
They must have already
eaten.
Right center: Alison and
Marina smiling. Ditto.
Below: Gary and Terry
checking out the bikes in

Last month found the club massing at
Kristin Ackerson’s new digs for a test of the
new chile recipe for the Sipapu rally. As
you can see, the typical massive turnout
followed the food, with predictable results.
Left top: Gene, Tom and Pete wonder

the garage instead of eating. They’re
such gearheads!
Above: Frank, Gary and Pete moving
chile-ward.
Left bottom: Rally meister Gary giving Kristin his official opinion of the
new chile recipe.
Right bottom: Crystal and TC demonstrate the cameraderie that must precede
massive food intake.
Check it out yourself at the rally in
September. And don’t forget to come
help prepare it on Labor day at Gary and
Shelly’s house.
The Legendary Shaft



L OE BM W R On the Road
May

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Wednesday, May 2
Rally Planning Meeting
At rally meisters Gary and Shelly Oleson’s
house, 6 pm. Come plan the extravaganza,
and eat some dinner too! RSVP to the
Olesons at 898-8320.

ing, this looks like an 8 am departure to
insure a 2 pm arrival (including a stop for
lunch) in Chinle or some other appropriate landing point.
Once our luggage is deposited, there
can be some afternoon exploring, nighttime dining out (remember our club credo:
“Eat to Ride, Ride to Eat!”), a good night’s
Friday-Sunday, May 4-6
Ice Cream Ride
sleep, and then return by some interesting
Riding, eating, wine tasting (and now,
and scenic routes to home by late afterbeer tasting) – does life get better than
noon. Since I’ve never been to this area, I
this? Robert will be driving down to
need the advice of our more seasoned club
Glenwood on May 3 and will haul stuff
travelers on good places to stay, fun routes
for people who promise not to sneak confor pavement riders, dirt riders, how much
traband. Contact Robert Keen at 883-4813, time it really takes to ride around the area,
motorkeen@comcast.com
photo opportunities, etc.
Please contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916,
Saturday, May 19
rjmirabal@yahoo.com, ASAP so I can
Sandia Fe Ride, sponsored by
firm up the details to be posted on our
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW
club message board as well as for the
A little bit of everything! Meet at Sandia
June Shaft.
BMW at 8 am for breakfast. Following
will be a ride to Milan, Whitehorse, Cuba Saturday, June 23
and Abiquiu, with lunch provided along
Jemez Ride (New Date)
the way. Then on to Espanola and Santa
The annual sticky tire ride strikes
Fe BMW for more food and door prizes.
again! Limber up that wrist, bucko.
Street and dirt routes will be provided.
Contact David Wilson at 266-4449,
Contact Jim Johnson at Sandia BMW at
david@wujiart.us.
884-0066, jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
& Beyond…
Saturday-Sunday, June 2-3
Canyon de Chelly Adventure
Friday-Sunday, September 7-9
by RJ Mirabal
The Bavarian Mountain Weekend
Mark your calendars for June 2-3 because The best little international rally in the
that’s when the club will be planning a
whole Southwest, hosted by your very
weekend ride to the jaw-dropping gorown club. Getting bigger and better every
geous scenery in and around Arizona’s
year. Write it in your calendar, in pen!
Canyon del Chelly (pronounced “shay,”
not “chilly” – as in “When in the hell
Friday-Sunday, September 14-16
is this New Mexico weather going to
AHRMA
quit being chelly?”). At this point, I
Featuring the Sandia Classic Vintage
have not had a chance to research the
Races and more motorcycle events than
best routes (pavement and dirt), motels,
you can shake a special BMW oil filter
campgrounds, etc., but tentatively speakwrench at. Details to come.

National Events
Thursday-Sunday,
May 17-20
Aspencash
Rally,Ruidoso, NM
www.motorcyclerally.com
Friday-Sunday, May 18-20
Roadrunner Rally,
Heber, AZ
A club contingent will be
going to this favorite event
– check out the Message Board
for the latest itinerary. At
Camp Shadow Pines. Contact
www.azbeemers.org/rally.php
Monday-Saturday,
June 4-9
Americade 25, Lake
George, NY
www.tourexpo.com,
(518) 798-7888
Thursday-Sunday,
June 7-10
The BMW RA Rally,
Asheville NC
The location is set for the Biltmore
Estate, with a massive camping area,
on-site winery, scenic lake, two restaurants and a river. Just 10 minutes
away is the Blue Ridge Parkway. Contact
www.bmwra.org/rally.
Thursday-Sunday, June 14-17
Red Rock Rendezvous, Panguitch, UT
Day rides to Zion, Bryce, Capitol Reef, the
Grand Canyon, Grand Staircase Escalante
and Cedar Breaks. Camping,
food, rides and tech sessions
included. Contact Bob
Smith at (801) 786-0806,
bobsmith93@comcast.net
Thursday-Sunday,
July 12-15, 2007
BMW MOA Rally, West
Bend WI
Take a few days to check out
the Wisconsin mountains (only
kidding – but they do have great cheese).
Stay tuned for more details or check out
www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally07/
Thursday-Sunday, July 19-22
Top o’ the Rockies, Paonia, CO

Join the LOE BMW R contingent at this favorite rally, details
on the club trip to come. Contact
Bruce Sanders at (303) 755-7278,
coloradobeemers@comcast.net
Thursday-Sunday, July 19-22
Fire And Ice Bike Rally, Grants, NM
www.fireandicebikerally.com, (505) 2853573, (800) 550-3573
Thursday-Sunday, July 26-29
West Fest, Sipapu, NM
The Adventure Riders Rally.
$42 per person gets Friday
and Saturday night’s
meals, camping, coffee
and other unannounced
beverages. Paypal to
WestFest@comcast.net or
send a check to: PO Box 50279,
Albuquerque, NM 87181.

Last month’s Business
Meeting at Sandia BMW
was also a successful
breakfast meeting,
with burritos and more
provided by the dealer.
Everybody checked out
the new bikes in the
showroom, and Jim
Johnson held a tech
session for track day
preparation. The rest
of the day was an Open
House for Sandia, with
lunch and more tech
sessions on the menu.
Photos by Lynn Coburn
and David Wilson.

Monday-Sunday, August 6-12
Black Hills Classic, Sturgis, SD
www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com
Wednesday-Sunday, Sept 12-16
Golden Aspen Rally, Ruidoso, NM
www.motorcyclerally.com
The Legendary Shaft



LOE BMW R

Officers

President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
yahoo.com

Vice President /
Activity Committee:

Bill Olsson,
821-8348,
waolsson@swcp.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Mark Davis,
379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
266-4449
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
juno.com

Rally Chairs:

Gary & Shelly Oleson,
898-8320
gsoleson@aol.com

SMRI Track Days
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
June 10
July 29 (Sponsored by Sandia BMW.
Discount tickets available at both New
Mexico BMW motorcycle dealers. Lunch,
all prep work and beginners’ instruction will be provided. Contact Jim
Johnson at Sandia BMW at 884-0066,
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com)
August 19
September 23
October 28
Race Days:
May 6
June 24
July 15
August 4-5 (SW Vintage Cup Series)
September 7
Southwest Vintage Cup Series:
July 14-15 SMRI, NM
August 4-5 SMRI, NM
November 3-4 Phoenix, AZ
AHRMA National Road Race Series:
September 15-16 Sandia Classics, NM
October 20-21 Barber Vintage Festival,
Birmingham, AL
What News There Is
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Counter Steering with RJ
by RJ Mirabal
The Christmas Party of
2007 will be with
a view. A majority
of members at the
business meeting on
April 14th decided to
try something different
by having the Christmas Party, probably the single largest gathering of club
members, at Santiago’s Mexican (not New
Mexican) restaurant next to the Tram on
December 8th. In a break from tradition,
we will have our festivities from 2:30-4:30
pm because the restaurant will be open
only to us until their regular opening time
at 5:00. This will allow us to have to place
to ourselves with plenty of room. The club

will issue each person a voucher for $20
so they can order whatever they choose
from the entire menu (featuring traditional
Mexican dishes as well as steaks and seafood) including drinks. If the 2007 is as
successful as we believe it will be, the
voucher might even be increased, time and
our budget will tell.
Plans were made for the club’s larger
presence at the Ride for Kids on April
22nd which added up to sizable contributions of several individuals – along with a
$1,000 contribution from the club. It was
a great event which will become an April
tradition for the club.
Announcements were made concerning
the Ice Cream and May 19th (co-sponsored by Sandia and Santa Fe BMW) rides.
Check the club calendar for details and
don’t miss this events providing some
more our unusual New Mexico weather
doesn’t spoil our plans! Beer tasting at
the Ice Cream ride will be conducted by
Meister Robert Keen at the famous Crab
Tree Cabins in Glenwood – don’t miss
it! The May 19th ride will feature pavement and dirt portions – take your choice
(maybe the “dirt” portion will be “mud”!).
The “May Traveling Breakfast” is actually April 29th for a return to a favorite
from last year, Charlie’s Spic and Span
Café in Las Vegas. Weather permitting
(I’ve been saying that a lot lately) we’ll
wind our way up the High Road to Taos
and back down to Las Vegas.
After two years service as Activity
Director, Michael Seebeck wants to ride
more so he has turned over responsibilities to our very own vice president,
Bill Olsson. In fact, Michael was off in
Colorado on a cross country ride while
we were meeting at Sandia BMW’s Open
House. Bill announced a meeting of those
wanting to help plan the second half of
the year at Benningan’s, April 28th, 3 pm.
At the time of the meeting, Mark Davis,
treasurer, announced a balance of $16,412
of club funds. He has been working hard
getting membership rolls up to date and
a current membership card in everyone’s
hands. If you’re lacking a membership
card or a name tag if you’re a new member, contact Mark.
And speaking of logos, Gary Oleson
announced the Rally Committee has completed work on the rally logo, t-shirts,
mugs, and pins. Next meeting is May 2nd,
6 pm at Gary and Shelly’s. If you haven’t

been involved, now’s the time. The new
method of building the chile at the rally
site was successfully tested at Kristin’s
home on April 1st, so the details are now
being worked out to do on the Friday of
the rally. Don’t despair, Gary and Shelly
still have plenty of things that need to be
done on our annual Labor Day get-together at their place, it’s just won’t involve the
major chile building.
After the meeting Mark passed out
some neat little stickers suitable for decorating your windshields to declare your
membership with the LOE BMW R club
logo. Everyone adjured to take part in
the Sandia Open House with Mark Davis
winning the first door prize drawing.
Some stayed for a track day seminar and
a big barbeque lunch.
Rule of the Road: “Leave No One
Behind”
by Mark Davis
Last season I came upon two young men
standing by their bikes on a tight corner
of south 14. I waved and they waved
back, but neither of them looked very
happy, so I turned around at my earliest
opportunity. I am glad I did, as one of
them had laid his bike down. The bike
was in bad shape, but he was wearing
full gear and a full face helmet and was
not injured (a side note for the value of
proper safety equipment). He’d be sore,
nothing broken but his spirit.
I got off my bike and continued to talk
to them. The next comment they made
was “Thank you for stopping.” They had
been there for half an hour and I was the
first person to stop. I almost hadn’t and
now I felt guilty – I had broken down
at the same corner. The rear pulley of
my V-Twin had come apart and there I
sat, watching as other motorcycles, law
enforcement officers, and a slew of vehicles passed me by. I was there
for almost an hour before the
first person stopped. A nice
woman asked if I wanted to
make a call, or needed a lift.
Remembering my misfortune
as I passed those two is what
made me turn around.
In this case, they had a cell
phone and were waiting for a
lift. But we may not always be
so lucky. Perhaps there is no
cell signal in the area, maybe

the injuries are more severe, maybe we just
run out of gas. No matter what the reason,
we need to offer assistance to a fellow rider
in distress. We may not make it to our destination as planned, but the next time we
are standing on the side of the road, hopefully we will be lucky enough that a fellow
rider will stop and offer us assistance.
As this year’s riding season gets into
full swing, a valuable lesson that we
should all remember: leave no one behind.
And don’t hesitate to stop even if you’re
in a four wheeled vehicle. You are a motorcyclist whether or not you are riding.
Welcome New Members
Please welcome Bill Brandt, Rolf Carlson,
Dennes Goswick, Jon Helm, Cloyd
Hinkle, Mark McNellis, Susan McRee,
Gary Rivord, Craig Hanson, Marcel
Hesch, and Terry & Merry Maxton
of Albuquerque; Marc Beyer, Walter
Irish and Chris Graeser of Santa Fe;
Derek VanWart and Chuck Arasim of
Rio Rancho; Stephen Feher and Carter
& Susan Cherry of Placitas; Dane &
Zelda Hult of San Antonio; Rob & Julie
Mitchell of Farmington; Dan Spanovich of
Corrales; Torsten Rohde of Chochiti Lake;
Mike Kenny of Chamberino; and Marina
Ackerson of Highland, Michigan. It’s
great to have you with us!

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
3803 Mesa Verde NE
Albuquerque, NM
87110
(505) 266-4449
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
Note: Classified ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running (or they’re
mine – which may run
indefinitely!).

LOE Marketplace
Air Head People: Parts for your R90
or R90S. Final Drive with Brake 32/10
ratio;dual disk master cylinder (new);
single disk master cylinder (used but
good); fiberglass seat cowl; brake lines,
brake caliper, head gaskets (new); and
some other stuff. Interested? I will make
you a deal.
Contact Doug Guinn at 259-6629,
jguinn50@comcast.net

Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he R e a r V ie w

April’s Ride for Kids® was a resounding success. In addition to the $1,000 donated by the club, over $7,600 was donated by
individual members (including $2,735 by Tom and Donna Mitchell, $1,940 by Mark Davis and $900 by Karry Davis), and
the event brought in $66,432. In addition, Tom Mitchell won the Grand Prize Honda motorcycle! Way to go LOE BMW R,
way to go Albuquerque! Photos by Mark Davis and David Wilson

