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News from

Smile? You’re On…

There’s a motorcycle saying: “There
are those that have gone down, and
those that are going to go down.”
True or not, in Albuquerque there’s
now a similar saying: “There are
those who have been photographed,
and those that are going to be photographed.”
From May 2005 to January 2007
about 50,000 tickets have been
issued, putting $5.2 million dollars in
Albuquerque’s bank account. That’s over
4,000 tickets a month, almost 140 each
day. That is, to put it mildly, a windfall.
It’s got the city’s accountants happily
overheating their calculators, and the
public heatedly arguing the virtues and
vices of the cameras.
The city says that accidents have
declined at intersections with the cameras, and I’ve spoken with club members
who also say that speeding and red light
running have noticeably diminished at
those intersections – at least among those
who’ve gotten a ticket.
The other side of the argument points
out an increase in rear end collisions with
panic stops at a yellow light, and the distraction of looking for cameras instead
of the traffic you’re supposed to not be
crashing into. Then there’s the whole “Big
Brother” scenario.
As one who’s already received an award
from the city, I can say for myself that
it’s obvious what the city wants from this
system: money.
The ticket you receive makes it clear
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that this is an “administrative” ticket,
no points or record of it will go on your
license, and you can easily pay in any of
four different ways (including online).
The first ticket is a minimum of $100,
increasing to a possible $500 each depending on how many tickets you’ve received
or how fast they say you were going.
I write “how fast they say you were
going” because their proof is a video
which you are supposed to be able to
access online (but which I and others
I’ve spoken to have been unable to do), a
photograph of your car in the intersection,
and another closeup of your license plate.
If you’re tagged for speeding, it is calculated by “electronic time and distance”.
What this vague term means is that it isn’t
radar or laser that clocks you, but trip
wires beneath the pavement. With other
camera systems the ticket you receive has
two pictures with a grid showing how far
you’ve traveled and how fast you must
have been going for that distance in that
time. In Albuquerque, well, you’ve just
got to trust them.
Continued on next page

Left: There’s your
warning that you’re
about to be snagged
by a red light/speeding
camera. That gives
you, oh, about 60 feet
to get on the brakes.
And at this particular
intersection, the speed
changes from 40 to 35
about ²/10 mile before the
light. Time for a visit to
Brake Masters.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Cameras Installed:
1. Coors & Paseo
2. Coors & Montaño
3. Coors & Ladera
4. Coors & Quail
5. Coors & Central
6. Jefferson & Paseo
7. Carlisle &
Montgomery
8. S an Mateo &
Montgomery
9. Carlisle & Menaul
10. San Mateo & Menaul
11. Wyoming &
Montgomery
12. Eubank &
Montgomery
13. Wyoming & Menaul
14. Juan Tabo & Lomas

The city claims that to get the same
up through the red, or drag racing across
results with police as they get from the
Montgomery, but those people don’t add
cameras, they would have to hire an
up to 50,000 tickets.
additional 144 officers manning these
I can’t believe that if an intersection is
intersections 24 hours a day. Of course,
a real problem, posting an officer there
the “results” here obviously refer to
wouldn’t more than make back their salrevenue. I’m thinking a single police car
ary through the tickets they could write.
parked at each intersection would drop
In this case, the money pouring in overthe violations to nearly zero.
rides any argument of safety or fairness.
The difference, it seems to me, is that a
And the idea of the city following me
cop will use judgement to decide if you’re with their cameras as I drive around just
a crazy speeder maliciously blowing
gives me the creeps.
through lights, or just sneaking through
Next on the gripe list: those “safety
a late yellow. I don’t condone the CSD
zones” (with their double fines) along the
(see last month’s column) gridlocking an
interstates. Don’t get me started!
intersection as they tailgate five
David Wilson, editor
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Cameras Coming:
A. Coors & 7 Bar
B. Coors & Irving
C. Coors & Dellyne
D. Coors & Iliff
E. Old Coors & Central
F. Pan American E &
Paseo
G. Pan American E &
Montgomery
H. University & Lead or
Coal
I. Wyoming & Academy
J. J uan Tabo &
Montgomery
K. Eubank & Central
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The redlight camera companies make it such an attractive deal that it’s tough to turn
down. A few years ago I worked in a small city in the southern part of our county, and
had the pretty saleslady buy my lunch while I listened to the sales pitch. They pay for
the cameras and installation up front, pay for the computer software, handle the tickets,
everything. Their projections showed the hardware and software would be repaid out of the
revenue after the first year, and thereafter it would be all income to the city except for their
administrative costs to handle the tickets. The only thing I was going to have to do was sit
in front of my computer in the mornings to review the photos and confirm to ticket or not
ticket an offender. The only problem we had with it is that we were a fairly new city with
new streets and good intersections. We didn’t have any problem areas we couldn’t fix with
concentrated patrols. So, for us, it came down to an ethics question…could we do it purely
as a revenue tool for the city? Our answer was no. Chuck Wilmot, IBMWR Message Board
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Photos by TC Hobson, Terry Tombaugh, Mark Winslow and David Wilson

a

s usual, the day dawned sunny
and not as cold as you’d expect
for February. This year, however,
the snow had created such an epidemic of
cabin fever that the roads swarmed with
hungry bikers, and it easily became the
busiest Breakfast ever.
Thanks again to Gary and Shelly Oleson,
Gary Cade and crew (who stepped in at
the last minute when snow precluded
the Tijeras stop at the
Kelly’s), and Johnny
and Janice Vaughan,
who graciously opened
their homes and let
crowds of excited bikers in. Excited because
they could finally be
back on two wheels

after a month and a half of crappy weather.
If these pictures aren’t enough, there
are more in the Rear View.

The Legendary Shaft



L OE BM W R On the Road
March

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Mark Davis
at (505) 379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check
the Message Board and
the Calendar (www.
localendar.com/public/
loebmwr) on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Sunday, March 4
Travelling Breakfast in Bernalillo
9 am at the Range Cafe, 925 Camino Del
Pueblo (on the main north-south drag) in
Bernalillo. Never had a bad meal there!
Saturday, March 10
Tour Packing Seminar
Ready to hit the open road? Meet at
4 pm at Sandia BMW and bring your
gear packed to travel. We’ll share packing strategies and offer tips for efficient
storage to get ready for all those long
summer trips.
Wednesday, March 14
Rally Planning Meeting
At rally meisters Gary and Shelly
Oleson’s house, 6 pm. Come plan the
extravaganza, and eat some dinner too!
RSVP to the Olesons at 898-8320.
Thursday-Sunday, March 29-April 1
Spring Break Ride to Big Bend
Come for all or part of this epic ride
to Texas. There’s too much to do and
see to list here, but a visit to Jim Hall’s
Racing Museum is definitely on the
docket. Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com.
March, date to come
Open House at Sandia BMW
Wondering when you’d get to see the
new F800’s, 650’s, K and R bikes? This is
your chance. Then you can ride one home
(bring your checkbook though)! Watch
the club’s message board, or contact Jim
Johnson at Sandia BMW at 884-0066,
jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com.
Sunday, April 1
Chile Test HouSwarming
The planets have aligned on three events:

the rally committee is testing a different method for making Green Chile Stew,
Kristin Ackerson has a new place at 708
La Veta Drive NE (east of San Mateo,
between Lomas and Copper), and April
Fool’s is just around the corner. They
have nothing to do with each other except
every party needs a time and place. Drop
by Kristin’s between 2–7 pm to try the
“new” chile and visit.
Wednesday, April 4
Rally Planning Meeting
At rally meisters Gary and Shelly
Oleson’s house, 6 pm. Come plan the
extravaganza, and eat some dinner too!
RSVP to the Olesons at 898-8320.
Saturday, April 7
Trinity Site Ride
It’s only open twice a year, but we’ll be
making a full day of it, with a scenic tour
of 14 South and Carrizozo thrown in for
good measure. No stealing the trinitite.
Contact Michael Seebeck at
271-4689, seebeckm@bigfoot.com.
Saturday, April 14
Business Meeting at Santa Fe BMW
Eating at 9 am, meeting at 9:30. Free food,
new bikes, tire kicking and a ride after
the meeting. Do you need to know more?
Contact Michael Seebeck at 271-4689,
seebeckm@bigfoot.com.
Sunday, April 29
Spic and Span Las Vegas Ride
Were you at Charlie’s Spic ‘N Span lunch
last year? Rave reviews have prompted
another trip, but of course we’ll need to
pass through Sipapu and Mora before
getting there. Ah, the mountains in the
spring… Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com.

& Beyond…
Friday-Sunday, May 4-6
Ice Cream Ride
Always a club favorite. Riding, eating, wine tasting (and now, beer
tasting) – does life get better than
this? Robert will be driving down to
Glenwood on May 3 and will haul stuff
for people who promise not to sneak contraband. Contact Robert Keen at 883-4813,
motorkeen@comcast.com
Saturday, May 19
Sandia Fe Ride, sponsored by
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW
A little bit of everything! Meet at Sandia
BMW at 8 am for breakfast. Following
will be a ride to Milan, Whitehorse, Cuba
and Abiquiu, with lunch provided along
the way. Then on to Espanola and Santa
Fe BMW for more food and door prizes.
Street and dirt routes will be provided.
Contact Jim Johnson at Sandia BMW at
884-0066, jim.johnson@sandiabmw.com
Saturday-Sunday, June 2-3
Canyon de Chelly Ride
Never been there? You’ll never forget it.
Been there? You know how beautiful it is.
Stay tuned for more details.
Saturday, June 9
Jemez Ride
The annual sticky tire ride strikes again!
Limber up that wrist, bucko. Contact
David Wilson at 266-4449.

Friday-Sunday, March 16-18
Bike Super Show, Albuquerque, NM
At Expo NM State Fairgrounds.
www.rt66racing.com, 363-4455.
Thursday-Sunday, March 22-April 1
Arizona Bike Week, Phoenix, AZ
www.azbikeweek.com
Sunday, April 22
Ride For Kids, Albuquerque, NM
2nd Annual Pediatric Brain Tumor
Foundation run. Join the club members
planning on attending, or go to the club’s
Message Board to donate. Meet at Journal
Pavilion. Call (800) 253-6530 or go to
rideforkids.org for more details.

Looks like a new fashion
trend that I sure hope we
see more of. Oh, what a
sexist remark!

Wednesday-Sunday,
April 25-29
Laughlin River Run,
Laughlin, NV
www.laughlinriverrun.com/
home.php
Thursday-Sunday, May 17-20
Aspencash Rally,Ruidoso, NM
www.motorcyclerally.com
Friday-Sunday, May 18-20
Roadrunner Rally, Heber, AZ
There will surely be a club contingent going to this favorite event – stay
tuned! At Camp Shadow Pines. Contact
www.azbeemers.org/rally.php
Monday-Saturday, June 4-9
Americade 25, Lake George, NY
www.tourexpo.com, (518) 798-7888

Friday-Sunday, September 7-9
The Bavarian Mountain Weekend
The best little international rally in the
Thursday-Sunday, June 7-10
whole Southwest, hosting by your very
The BMW RA Rally, Asheville NC
own club. Getting bigger and better every The location is set for the Biltmore
year. Write it in your calendar, in pen!
Estate, with a massive camping area,
on-site winery, scenic lake, two restaurants and a river. Just 10 minutes
Friday-Sunday, September 14-16
AHRMA
away is the Blue Ridge Parkway. Contact
Featuring the Sandia Classic Vintage
www.bmwra.org/rally.
Races and more motorcycle events than
you can shake a special BMW oil filter
Thursday-Sunday, June 14-17
wrench at. Details to come.
Red Rock Rendezvous, Panguitch, UT
Day rides to Zion, Bryce, Capitol Reef,
National Events
the Grand Canyon, Grand Staircase
Escalante and Cedar Breaks. Camping,
food, rides and tech sessions included.
Friday-Sunday, March 2-11
Bike Week, Daytona, FL
Contact Bob Smith at (801) 786-0806,
www.officialbikeweek.com
bobsmith93@comcast.net
The Legendary Shaft



LOE BMW R

Officers

President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
yahoo.com

Vice President:

Bill Olsson,
821-8348,
waolsson@swcp.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Mark Davis,
379-1210,
madavis@nuail.com

Activity Committee:
Michael Seebeck,
271-4689
seebeckm@
bigfoot.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
266-4449
david@wujiart.us

Newsletter Delivery /
Name Tags:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
wujiart.us

Rally Chairs:

Gary & Shelly Oleson,
898-8320
gsoleson@aol.com

Thursday-Sunday, July 12-15, 2007
BMW MOA Rally, West Bend WI
Take a few days to check out
the Wisconsin mountains (only
kidding – but they do have great cheese).
Stay tuned for more details or check out
www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally07/
Thursday-Sunday, July 19-22
Top o’ the Rockies, Paonia, CO
Join the LOE BMW R contingent at this favorite rally, details
on the club trip to come. Contact
Bruce Sanders at (303) 755-7278,
coloradobeemers@comcast.net
Thursday-Sunday, July 19-22
Fire And Ice Bike Rally, Grants, NM
www.fireandicebikerally.com, (505) 2853573, (800) 550-3573
Thursday-Sunday, July 26-29
West Fest, Sipapu, NM
The Adventure Riders Rally.
$42 per person gets Friday
and Saturday night’s meals,
camping, coffee and other
unannounced beverages. Paypal to
WestFest@comcast.net or send a check to:
PO Box 50279, Albuquerque, NM 87181.
Monday-Sunday, August 6-12
Black Hills Classic, Sturgis, SD
www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com
Wednesday-Sunday, Sept 12-16
Golden Aspen Rally, Ruidoso, NM
www.motorcyclerally.com
SMRI Track Days
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The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
March 4
April 7
June 10
July 29 (Sponsored by Sandia BMW.
Discount tickets available at NM BMW
MC dealers. Lunch, all prep work and
beginners’ instruction will be provided.
Contact Jim Johnson at Sandia BMW)
August 19
September 23
October 28
August 19

What News There Is
Counter Steering with RJ
by RJ Mirabal
After a slight change in
itinerary, the LOE
BMW R Progressive
Breakfast of 2007 got
off the ground without anyone having
an icy get-off on their
bike. We all know what the weather has
been like for Winter 2006-07, and it sure
did its thing just in time to cancel Bill
and Catherine Kelly’s second stop for the
Progressive. Unfortunately, we missed out
on their homemade breakfast burritos as
a result, but they’re willing to volunteer
for it next year providing we don’t have
a hundred year blizzard. But Gary Cade,
his sons, and I did some pinch hitting
for the second stop at the Cades under
warm, sunny skies (on this side of the
mountain). Gary and Shelly Oleson’s
stop featured lots of good coffee, pastries, and a burning log out back while
Johnny and Janice Vaughan welcomed us
to their spacious new home on a beautiful
Placitas afternoon (we had the meeting
outside!).
In the “election,” Mark Davis replaced
hard working Michelle Williams as
treasurer while Bill Olsson and I continued as president and vice-president.
Although I don’t usually bring religion
into this, thank God Dave Wilson, TC
Hobson, Gary and Shelly Oleson, Lynn
Coburn, and Michael Seebeck continue
to fill important roles in the club leadership. Gary and Shelly announced the first
rally committee meeting of 2007 which
followed three days later at their place.
Although I didn’t attend that meeting, I
understand big changes are in the works
to come up with a more effective chile
building process. I can’t wait until Labor
Day to see how this turns out!
This newsletter you are reading continues to be the best club paper in the
country under Dave’s artistic editorial
hand while our web site remains friendly
to use and responsible in it service to
members with TC as our Master of the
Web. Membership services will continue
to improve with Mark and Lynn working
together to get those newsletters, membership cards, and name tags flowing
from us to you. We have a great calendar

of activities this year under the management of Michael, so get on your apparel,
hop on your bike, and join us!
Mark, not one to let the moss gather
under his feet, stepped forward and
will spearhead our much wider involvement in the Albuquerque Ride for Kids
event (see www.ride4kids.com) this
year in April. Everyone at the meeting is determined to make sure the club
has a real presence at this year’s second
annual event. Members present passed
on a motion to donate a $1,000 to Ride
for Kids to pay for the $35 entry fee for
any members who want to sign up. Even
if we don’t use the entire thousand dollars, we will donate the balance to the
organization, anyway. So no excuses! You
can even add more of your own money to
make it an even bigger donation. See our
message board because several members
are already soliciting additional support
for the event.
Speaking of money, Michelle reported
on our very healthy balance of nearly
$17,000 (that is, before we started
spending it in the next few minutes!).
Everyone gave Michelle a big hand for
her service to the club the last three
years as treasurer.
On another money issue, the club
voted a $1,020 to sponsor Santa Fe BMW
mechanic Marc Deyer in his campaign to
field a vintage BMW in the AHRMA circuit for 2007. We will get our club name
painted on the side of his bike with the
hope he’ll be in the winner’s circle often
with a nice little promo for the club. In
theatre we say “Break a Leg,” but I’m
not sure if that’s the way you wish a
racer “good luck,” but you know what I
mean, Marc.
Michael Milgram did a great job lining up the Quarters as our venue for the
Christmas party the last couple of years
and is now working very
hard to get us lined up for
a bigger and better party
for 2007. However, this isn’t
proving to be easy, but the
club membership did express
a desire to seek new venues, so we shall see. A lot
will depend on how well
our balance turns out next
Fall. Another successful
rally might put us in for the
Prairie Star next year (no, no,

just kidding!). Stay tuned, there will be
more specifics (check the club message
board on our web site for a poll) to decide
on this matter at the next meeting.
And that’s it for now…except to alert
you to a special ride May 19th sponsored by Sandia and Santa Fe BMW.
It will feature a hosted breakfast at
Sandia, a pavement ride through the
Navajo Reservation, up and around the
Jemez Mountains, and down to Santa Fe
BMW for a free late lunch. Meanwhile
a dirt riding group will leave the breakfast at Sandia to trek across the Jemez
Mountains and back up to Santa Fe to
join the pavement riders for lunch. In
between, Jim Johnson wants to have a
BMW vehicle loaded with drinks and
snacks for both groups mid-ride. Sounds
like a good reason to ride to eat to me!
Historical Marker Contest Specifics
by RJ Mirabal
There have been some questions about
the new riding contest – here’s the deal
so far:
Take a picture of your bike sitting in
front of one of the signs. Once you have
bagged ten signs, you are eligible for a
prize, which will be given out at the
Christmas Party. We will develop higher
levels of achievement (20 signs, 30 signs,
40, etc.) that will each have some upgrade
for the prize given. We might consider
bonus points for signs that are in the far
points of the state from the entrant’s home
town. Details on the prizes will be worked
out at the next Business Meeting or
Activity Committee meeting. Pictures will
need to be submitted for verification in
early November so we can determine the
winners. The main point is to get out and
see the state and learn about interesting
historical facts along the way. Everybody
who participates will be a winner!

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
3803 Mesa Verde NE
Albuquerque, NM
87110
(505) 266-4449
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.
Note: Classified ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running (or they’re
mine – which may run
indefinitely!).

Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T he R e a r V ie w

February’s Progressive Breakfast brought the stir-crazy horde out of their blizzardinduced hibernation to crowd the streets and houses of Albuquerque (and Placitas).

