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Car Story

About a year ago I bought a car similar in
characteristics to my K12RS. It’s sporty,
fairly heavy, doesn’t have tons of horsepower but does have plenty of torque. It
rarely gets left behind off the light, and
sounds a bit like a wild animal when I get
enthusiastic with the throttle. It sticks to
the road like it has asphalt magnets, and
is lots more fun to drive than my previous econo-box. It’s more suited to my
personality, though my pocketbook feels
about the same as it does about the R$.
Now that I’ve had some time to thrash
it around I have come to some conclusions
about the driving experience versus the
number of wheels on the road.
Bashing through the twisties in a car is
mostly an exercise in physics: you turn
the wheel and you either make the corner or you don’t. The only finesse is in
picking a good line and the right speed.
You’ve either got the proper equipment or
you’re in the weeds. That
and a bit of roller-coaster
sliding in the seat.
On a motorcycle it’s more
like a dance between you
and the road. You physically interact with the bike
and your surroundings in
a complex cooperation of
body and machine. Good
equipment enters into it,
but it’s far from the last
word. I know I’ve left far
more able bikes behind in
the corners because their

riders relied on hot straightaways to demonstrate their testosterone.
But to me it’s not about proving anything, but rather the flowing sensation
of flight you experience when you get it
right. It’s not sliding around in the seat as
a couple of G’s buffet you, it’s about positioning yourself on the seat to properly
balance weight, traction and speed as you
carve through the corner.
Even if you can go faster in a car with
big, fat, sticky tires, it feels faster on the
bike. The union of me and the RS as we
dance through the mountains is far more
profound. As is the edge: if you lose a
corner in the car you’ll be facing a hefty
repair bill. Miss a corner on the bike, and,
well, it’s like the difference between a Big
Jim and a chipotle.
The car is fun. And warm in the winter.
But by its nature it keeps its distance, just
as by its nature the RS and I have an intimacy that grows with each ride.
David Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Left: When the
snow falls with its
accompanying road
debris, it’s kind of nice
to have four wheels (not
to mention a heater)
to muscle through
the mountains with.
Otherwise, I’ll opt for
two wheels, thank you
very much.
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The

Progressive
Breakfast!

Story and Photos by David Wilson

Even though we moved the event to

the ridiculous depths of winter, it turned
out to be a gloriously warm, sunny day.
Perfect for riding. In the beginning of
February! Special thanks to Tim Stone
for stepping in at the last minute when
the Tynans couldn’t host the first stop.

Ron & Shauna Piedrahita
opened their huge East
Mountain home for the
second stop, and Tom &
Liza Volkmann wrapped
it all up with a gourmet
spread and an impromptu Vincent tech session.
There were no leftovers.
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Deming BBQ, November ‘05
dragging parts trying to
Story by Mark Winslow. Photos by Mark
catch us. I suggested to
St. Clair Winery.
Winslow and Rusty Gordon.
Gary that Dale would be
As many of you know, Don Cameron has
a perfect candidate for his
a Veteran’s Day Gathering each year at his GT, thereby opening the
palatial estate. Folks from throughout the door for a new K1200S.
west show up to enjoy Don’s hospitality.
We got to Deming
This year the LOE BMW R was
well represented with Big Dave,
The Big Event.
Gordy, Gary O and Mr. ST1300
meeting at Benny’s in Bosque
Mark
Farms for a 9 am departure. The
usual brisk pace was set and the
old GS was doing fine; until I
stopped, thinking I had a problem. Well, I did. It seems that
one of my oil cooler lines had
developed a
leak, probOh oh!
ably being
around 3 and checked into our various
too close to
rooms. On Grapegirl’s behalf, I made a
the exhaust
side trip to the St. Clair Winery, New
header.
Mexico’s largest.
Roadside
We finally all made it to Don’s, just in
John
Engineering
time for the dinner. The crowd was down
took over
from years past, around 125. After dinwith Gordy
ner, several door prizes were awarded and
running into T or C to fetch needed
I think we all came away with something.
patching supplies. A tube patch and three
The next morning, I headed back the
way we came, given my comEmery Pass
promised oiling situation.
Gordy, John, Gary and Dave
headed back via 191, the old
Devils Highway/666.
Most of this ride will be
repeated
on the
The Blue Vista Overlook
Non
Trinity
Route 152, draggin’
Ride from
hard parts.
April 79. Join
us and
get those
sidewalls
scrubbed
in.

hose clamps later, we were on our way,
heading for 152.
Gary and I stopped at the Emery Pass
lookout, where we met Dale on a Honda
Shadow. Dale commented that he was

Gary in the twisters.
The Legendary Shaft



L OE BM W R On the Road
March

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $20.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Michelle
Williams at
(505) 291-8396, always
ontask@yahoo.com
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check the
Message Board and the
Calendar on the web
site before any event, to
be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll
also find impromptu
rides posted there (and
you can suggest and
post your own!), and
reviews and opinions on
club activities as they
happen. Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?
All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Wednesday, March 1
Rally Committee Meeting
Come plan the greatest rally in the whole
Southwest. And eat, too! Contact Gary
Oleson for more details and to RSVP at
898-8320 or gsoleson@aol.com.
Sunday, March 5
Travelling Breakfast, Socorro
At Socorro Springs Brewery. Beer,
it’s not just for breakfast any more.
Contact David Blanc at 867-6192,
dblanc@comcast.net for details.
Saturday-Sunday, March 18-19
Conchas Lake
Start with a 9am breakfast at Sandia
BMW, ride to Santa Rosa then north to
beautiful Conchas Lake. Look out for the
tarantulas. Overnight camping is available
for those that want to make a 2 day event
out of it. Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for details and to
RSVP for the breakfast.
Sunday, April 2
Travelling Breakfast,
The Range in Bernallilo
Have you ever had a bad meal at the
Range? You won’t this time either.
Contact Eric Skold at 867-4435,
eskold2@comcast.net for details.
Wednesday, April 5
Rally Committee Meeting
Come plan the greatest rally in the whole
Southwest. And eat, too! Contact Gary
Oleson for more details at 898-8320 or
gsoleson@aol.com.
Friday-Sunday, April 7-9
Non Trinity Ride
An annual Adventure Riders event!
You won’t want to miss this one. Before

you ask the question: No, they’re
not going to the Trinity Site, silly!
Contact Mark Winslow at 291-8396,
mwinslow36@comcast.net for details.
Saturday, April 15
Business Meeting at Sandia BMW
The club’s first official meeting at
Albuquerque’s new mecca of all things
BMW. Meet at 9 am, with a ride in the
works afterwards. Be home in time to do
your taxes. Call 884-0066 for details and
to RSVP.
Sunday, April 23
Albuquerque Ride for Kids
Part of a national series of benefit fundraising rides for the Pediatric Brain Tumor
Foundation. Registration opens at Journal
Pavilion at 8 am, ride starts around 10.
For more information about the ride and
fundraising call (800) 253-6530 or go to
rideforkids.org.
Friday-Sunday, April 28-30
Ice Cream Ride (‘Tis a Rocky Road)
Anyone hungry for more ice cream? Well,
good news folks! The Crab Apple Cabins
have once again been reserved for us.
Those of you who have already tasted the
ice cream know the routine but here are
the details once more.
Cabin 3 has 1 double and 1 single bed
$40/night/cabin; Cabin 4 has 2 double and
2 single beds $60/night/cabin; Cabin 5
has 1 double bed $35/night/cabin; Cabin 6
has 1 double bed $35/night/cabin; Cabin
8 has 2 double and 2 single beds $60/
night/cabin – all cabins are nonsmoking.
Please contact the owners (Mick and Jan
Mooney) at (505) 539-2400 to reserve your
cabin. No Credit Cards.
Contact Robert Keen at 883-4813,
motorkeen@comcast.net for details.

Wednesday, May 3
Rally Committee Meeting
Come plan the greatest rally in the whole
Southwest. And eat, too! Contact Gary
Oleson for more details and to RSVP at
898-8320 or gsoleson@aol.com.
& Beyond…
Sunday, May 7
Travelling Breakfast in Santa Fe
“Track Day” in Albuquerque following.
Details to come.
Saturday, May 13
Day Ride to Nice Roads South of
Santa Rosa
Yes, there really are some nice roads
out east. This is your chance to see
them! Contact RJ Mirabal at 299-4916,
rjmirabal@yahoo.com for details.
Friday-Sunday, May 19-21
White Rim Trail, Utah
Utah is easily the most spectacular
state in the entire Southwest! See it up
close and personal. Road rides on local
routes/loops. GS ride on White Rim Trail.
Contact Jim Salas at 401-0931 for details.
Saturday, May 27
Ride Planning Meeting at Starkey’s
We’ll get together at 3pm at the old Assets
to eat and plan the rides for the rest of the
year. Contact Michael Seebeck at 271-4689,
seebeckm@bigfoot.com for details.
Sunday, June 4th
Travelling Breakfast, El Bruno’s, Cuba
And that’s just the warmup for the Chaco
Canyon ride to follow. Bring your GS
for that part. Contact Michael Seebeck
at 271-4689, seebeckm@bigfoot.com for
details.
Wednesday, June 7
Rally Committee Meeting
Come plan the greatest rally in the whole
Southwest. And eat, too! Contact Gary
Oleson for more details at 898-8320 or
gsoleson@aol.com.
Saturday, June 10th
Jemez Blast
Tired of riding slow everywhere you go?
Need a shot of twisty mountains, and
still get home in time for an early dinner?
We’ll be leaving at 9am from the Giant

station on the east end of Bernalillo.
Contact David Wilson at 232-0266,
david@wujiart.us for details.
Saturday, June 17
Panquach Rally
Details for a club ride to the rally to come.
Sunday, June 25
Grape Girl Ride, Ponderosa Winery
After Breakfast. Contact
Michelle Williams at 291-8396,
alwaysontask@yahoo.com for details.
Week of July 7
Northern half of the
Great Divide GS Ride
5-7 days. Details to come.
August
2-day Ride to Chama
This is both Road and GS.
Details to come.
National Events
Friday-Sunday, March 3-12
5th Daytona Bike Week Campout, FL
Holiday Travel Park, 2261 S Old Dixie
Highway, Bunnell, FL 32110; 386-6728122. Directions: I-95 at Old Dixie
Highway, Exit 278 (NW corner). Come
and kick off the riding season with us
under the palms. Grassy, shaded, quiet
camping. Door prizes, daily 50/50,
bike judging contest, coffee tent, Club
T-shirts and lots of your favorite vendors. Tech sessions nightly! On-site
restaurant, clean hot showers, pool, bike
trailer parking, picnic tables, ice machine.
Contact: HolidayTravelParkco-op.com
for camping rates and applicable fees.
Info: Kevin Reimer (850) 893-2118 or
J. R. “Gator” Balough (321) 725-0671,
beemergator@att.net or bcubed.org.

Some intrepid club
members just couldn’t
wait for New Year’s
Day’s Big Dog Ride
from Albuquerque
to Carrizozo, so
they jumped the gun
and headed out on a
beautiful late December
Wednesday afternoon
for their own Mini Big
Dog Ride. As usual, the
weather was perfect for
riding! Photos by TC
Hobson.

Friday-Sunday, March 17-19
Bike Super Show, Manuel Lujan
Comples Expo, Albuquerque
New Mexico’s largest indoor bike show.
The Discovery Channel’s Biker Build Off
will be filming here. Admission is $10,
kids 12 and under free. For more details
go to route66drags.org or call 363-4455.
Wednesday-Saturday, April 12-15
Texas Hill Country Rally, Kerrville, TX
Join the Texas BMW Sport Riders at
The Legendary Shaft
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President:

RJ Mirabal,
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rjmirabal@
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Vice President:

Bill Olsson,
821-8348,
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The Inn of the Hills Resort & Conference
Center. Hotel reservations are $79 per night
at (800) 292-5690. Registration Only is $10,
Registration and Dinner is $40 per person.
Go to tbmwsr.com/forms.htm to print out
the Registration and Waiver Form. Mail
the completed form and your check payable to Texas BMW Sport Riders to: Texas
BMW Sport Riders, 5825 Meandering
Road, River Oaks, TX 76114-2812
Saturday-Saturday, April 22-May 6
Saturday-Saturday, May 13-27
Saturday-Saturday, June 3-17
Moto Touring Mexico
14 nights, 15 days tours throughout
Mexico, stopping at 15 diverse locations.
Costs are $3,500 for an 1150 GS, $3,100 for
a 650 GS, and $1,400 for a passenger, and
includes lodging, breakfasts and dinners,
site fees, maps, support vehicle and more.
Contact mtm@mototouringmexico.com for
more details.
Thursday-Sunday, July 6-9
BMW RA Rally, Boise, ID
Watch here for more info, or go to
bmwra.org/rally for details.

download mail-in form.
There will be a LOE BMW R contingent
going to the rally, stay tuned for more
details.
Friday-Sunday, July 28-30
AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days,
Lexington, OH
Join 40,000 enthusiasts at Mid-Ohio Sports
Car Course. Includes exhibits of classic
motorcycles/memorabilia, all-brands swapmeet, bike shows, a full slate of American
Historic Racing Motorcycle Association
(AHRMA) racing and other features. Go to
AMADirectlink.com for details.
Saturday, August 5
100,000 Foot Colorado Pass Ride
10 different mountain passes totaling
over 100,000 feet in elevation. Ride pin,
embroidered patch, continental breakfast, catered lunch and dinner, and
special checkpoint awards along the
route. $35 pre-registration fee required.
Go to coloradobeemers.com to download mail-in form. Call Foothills BMW at
(303) 202-1400 for more info.

Thursday-Sunday, July 20-23
BMW MOA Rally, Burlington VT
Champlain Valley Exposition Center, 105
Pearl Street (Route 15), Essex Junction,
VT GPS: 44° 28’N, 73° 9’ W
Come enjoy over 130 acres of camping
space, your choice of lodging from the
thousands of local rooms nearby, over
100,000 sq ft of air conditioned indoor
vendor space, limitless outdoor vendor
space, fantastic seminars, a very unique
vintage display, large variety of on site
food vendors, 4 nights of very special
music and most importantly… great riding in any direction you point your front
wheel. Go to bmwmoa.org for more info.

Thursday-Sunday, August 17-19
8th Beartooth Rendezvous, Red
Lodge, MT
Camping along mountain stream, or
bunks in cabins. Hot showers and flush
toilets in Men’s and Women’s bath-houses. 3 catered meals. Breakfast available
on site. Microbrew concession. 2 nights
live entertainment. Rides include the
newly paved Beartooth Pass. Door
prizes. Rally pin included with registration. Preregistration $40 before 8/7;
$50 at the gate. Bunks $15 for 3 nights
(bring your own sleeping bag). Go to
treasurestate.com/btbeemers; or Bruce
Barrow at brucebarrow@bresnan.net,
(406) 248-6155.

Thursday-Sunday, July 13-16
Top o’ the Rockies Rally, Paonia, CO
62 miles SW of Carbondale, CO on
Highway 133; 27 miles E of Delta via
hwys 92 and 133. N 38.86963 W 107.59735
Registration fee of $35 ($40 after 6/30)
gives you 3 nights camping with hot
showers and bathrooms nearby. Breakfast
and dinner Saturday. Door prizes and
vendors, field events and a Beer Garden.
Great paved roads as well as dual-sport
excitement! Go to coloradobeemers.com to

Thursday-Sunday, September 7-10
Best of Colorado and NM Gypsy Ride,
Ouray, CO
Includes the Ouray region of Colorado and
our own Bavarian Mountain Weekend
rally in Sipapu! Ride will leave Foothills
BMW in Lakewood, CO on Thursday
morning at 9 am. For details go to coloradobeemers.com. No charge to join the
ride. All riders and passengers receive
a BMW M/C of Colorado club pin.
Contact Jeff Galligan (303) 888-8585,

myrealtor@hotmail.com.
Sunday, October 1
Texas Mountains Trail Heaven to Hell
Ride, Big Bend, TX
This is a one-day, 350-mile ride through
the mountains and Big Bend region. $40
registration includes breakfast, dinner and ride cap, pin and patch. Go to
heaventohellride.com or (432) 837-1070.
Friday-Monday, October 13-16
9th BMW-MX International
Convention, Queretaro, MX
The 9th International Convention of the
BMW Mexico National Moto Club. Go to
bmwqueretaro.com for more info.
SMRI Racing
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details. Races
start at 11am on these Sundays:
April 23
May 21
June 25
July 16
August 20
October 1
What News There Is
Counter Steering with RJ
by RJ Mirabal
It’s About the
Motorcycles and the
Motorcyclists!
When it’s time to renew
your LOE BMW R membership, give us all your
information…well, not
all your
information, but at least
what’s on the membership
form. You can download it
from our web site (go to the
home page, click on “Join”
and then print the form). If
for some reason you can’t do
that, just drop me a line or
give me a call and I’ll send
one to you in the mail. Mail
your form and dues to the
club mailbox and Michelle

will take care of everything from there.
Addresses sometimes change, email
changes, etc. This will help us be more
current in case we need to contact you.
Also, I have found from personal experience that information we have on long
time members could be wrong.
In other news…it was a pleasure to see
many of you at the Progressive Breakfast.
I hope to carry on as well as Robert Keen
has for the last four and half years. With
your help and advice, I will do my best.
A local representative spoke at the
Volkmann’s home, encouraging us
to make a good showing for the first
Albuquerque Ride for Kids event on
April 23. It would be great to see many
of you there so we can let the rest of New
Mexico know about the great people we
have in our club. Registration is from
8-9:45 am. Too often, the general public
thinks “Harley” when the word “motorcycles” is mentioned. Or maybe, “Honda,”
but I think it’s time they know we have
a very committed and generous group of
people who ride and love BMWs. This
should be a big event covered by the
media, and it’s our chance to be a visible
part of it. Further information can be
found at www.ride4kids.org.
Now clear your schedule, go to the ride
calendar, and show up ready to put some
pounds and miles on. Especially don’t
miss the Sandia BMW-hosted breakfast
March 18 at 9 am, before we head out to
Conchas Lake for a day ride/camp out!

Note: Classified ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running (or they’re
mine – which may run
indefinitely!).
Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes… we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
5700 Copper NE
#B34
Albuquerque, NM
87108
(505) 232-0266
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.

LOE Marketplace
2000 BMW R1100RS with ABS. Silver.
Only 7K miles. Bags, heated grips, PIAAs,
Aeroflow screen, etc. Flawless. Just serviced, new tires. Will consider Airhead
partial trade.
Call Tom Volkmann at 379-7250.

Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
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Yes, it was February. Yes, it was 50°. The only explanation is that we were having
the Progressive Breakfast, our annual midwinter bash. Always a beautiful day,
always lots of bikes, always lots of food. Check out the pictures inside.

