February 2005

News from

Ride & Snow

I was going to write about the surprisingly great riding weather we’ve been having
despite being in the February depths of
winter. But as I sit writing this I look out
the window and see the snow falling, so
my optimism is a bit tempered. Hoping to
get out for the “battery charger” weekend
ride to the coffee shop, I was thwarted by
the snow on the front of the mountains,
the clouds on the back, and what that
promised in between.
But instead of sharing my cabin fever
with you (which makes me hard to be
around until the beginning of March),
I decided to reminisce about January’s
Progressive Breakfast, which was everything we always hope it will be.
The Guinns, Gordons and Blancs were
perfect hosts, opening up their beautiful
homes to the horde of bikers that tramped
up their doorsteps. Food was everywhere,
most of it eaten rather than dropped on
the ﬂoor, gallons of coffee consumed, also
mostly kept off the ﬂoor (though I must
confess I can’t take three steps without
spilling my coffee – it’s got something to
do with that “walking and chewing gum”
thing) and enthusiasm was in the air.
The weather was, as always, that rare
January day perfect for riding. A little
chilly in the morning, so you have to
bring luggage to stow the electrics when
the temperature climbs near 60 in the
afternoon. The destinations were far
enough apart for a little honorary riding
(and digesting, to make room for the next
stop), but close enough that the focus was
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always on the “ride to eat” dictum, which
is an overriding rule for the LOE BMW
R. In fact, I think it’s in the club bylaws
somewhere.
A record crowd made an appearance,
and to my knowledge there were no
breakdowns, tipovers, or slides in the
dirt, not counting Ed Quarles’s front
wheel powerslide in the Blanc’s gravel
driveway. Another ﬁrst!
I don’t know about you, but I’m glad
to have something to think about while
watching the snow fall and sinking into
that lethargic grumbling that will annoy
everybody in my vicinity until spring
ﬁnally arrives.
I’ve got sticky new rubber ready for
the new season, nothing is leaking out of
my bike for a change, and it’s even clean!
All I need now is clear sky, dry road, and
temperatures above freezing.
See you then!
David Wilson, editor

Left: The club
camera hard at work
documenting January’s
excellent Progressive
Breakfast ride – or,
more accurately, eatfest.
Thanks to all who showed
up, and who also took
pictures to share with
the rest of you. Check
them out starting on the
next page. And thanks to
Jim Salas for this shot.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

Breakfast!
TIME FOR

Story by David Wilson,
photos by David Wilson,
Mark Winslow and Jim
Salas

2 The Legendary Shaft

T

he Progressive Breakfast is many
things: it’s the ﬁrst ride of the
season, it’s one of the most popular
club events of the year, and it’s
the premier Ride to Eat event for
New Mexico motorcycling. And
it always has perfect
weather, even though it’s
in January!
This year’s
event was no
exception, the
cold morning
giving way to a
sunny afternoon with
temperatures approaching 60 – pretty nice
even for New Mexico. A record
turnout at the chilly ﬁrst stop
showed how ready we are to get
out riding.
The amazing hosts Doug &
Kathryn Guinn, Rusty & Debby
Gordon and Dave & Lori
Blanc opened their homes
to over 60 hungry bikers,
and despite the riders’
best efforts nobody fell
down on the Blanc’s
gravel driveway.
Gallons of coffee and
dozens of breakfast
burritos, not to mention piles of sweets disappeared
in a heartbeat. Need to keep
the metabolism up in that cold
weather, you know.
It was, as usual, great fun
with just
enough riding
to digest the
last stop’s meal
before arriving
at the next. Nobody left
hungry. And isn’t that
what motorcycling is
really all about, eating?
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L OE BM W R On the Road
FEBRUARY

SUNDAY

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $15.
For more information
or to pay:
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Sunday, February 6
Travelling Breakfast No. 1:
Henrietta’s in Los Lunas

tion, the group will go to the south end of
Eubank to practice on the various and difﬁcult terrain. Leave Twisters around 9am.

www.nmbmwmc.org

Wednesday, February 9

Sunday, March 6

Rally Committee Meeting

Travelling Breakfast:
The Range, Bernallilo

Come be a part of the greatest rally in
the Great Southwest. We’ll meet at 6pm
at the Zea Restaurant, 4800 Montgomery
at San Mateo. They have a room that is
separate from the main eating area that
should serve our purpose. If we don’t like
the place we can keep looking. You can
contact Kwan-sun Stevens at 323-4238,
kwangsun@comcast.net for details.
Friday, February 11
The Watermelon Mountain Jug Band

If you can ﬁnd tickets to the Ralph
Stanley concert at Popejoy on the UNM
campus, you can see the Watermelon
Mountain Jug Band make their triumphant return to Popejoy by opening for
the bluegrass legend at 8pm.
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FRI

1

The ﬁrst of our planned monthly
Travelling Breakfasts. John Ephlin is
point man. Meet in Los Lunas at 9am.
We also have a ride to Ceboyetta planned
after breakfast, so dress accordingly. For
those in Albuquerque who want to ride
down together, we’ll meet at the Phillips
66 on Gibson just east of I-25 at 8:15.

or call Michelle
Williams at
(505) 291-8396.

THURS

Wednesday, March 2
Rally Committee Meeting

Planning for rally. Covers logo design,
shirts, pins, entertainment, vendors, etc.
All Welcome. We’ll meet at 6pm. You can
contact Kwan-sun Stevens at 323-4238,
kwangsun@comcast.net for details.

Point man Eric Scold. Meet at The Range
at 8:30am. After breakfast will be a ride
through the Jemez.
Saturday, March 26-27
Silver City to Mexico Border:
GS Great Divide Ride

Ride the Great Divide from Mexico to
Canada. The ride is divided into 4 sections. This is the ﬁrst section. The group
will ride from Albuquerque to Silver City.
From there the ride will head south to
the border. Contact James Stevens at 3234238, JmsStvns@comcast.net for more
information.
& Beyond…

Saturday, February 12

Sunday, April 3

The Watermelon Mountain Jug Band

10am-11am
Travelling Breakfast: Moriarty

Then the very next night Gary Oleson
and the world famous jug band will be
playing at Borders Books and Cafe, 5901
Wyoming NE in Albuquerque at 7pm.
Bring your kazoos!
Sunday, February 27
GS Practice Event

Meet at breakfast. After mass consump-

John Anderson point man. Site TBD.
10am in Moriarty. Afterwards we’ll ride
to Ft. Union.
Saturday, April 9
Business Meeting

Regular club business meeting at 4pm.
Location TBD.

Friday, April 15-17
Mokee Dugway Run (2nd Biannual)

Three days of scenic byways with 2
nights at In Mexican Hat, Utah.
Suggested route:
Day 1: Crownpoint, Canyon De Chelly,.
Monument Valley;
Day 2: Valley of the Gods, Muley Pt.,
Mokee Dugway, Goosenecks,., the ferry
at Halls Crossing, Hite, Glen Canyon,
Natural Bridges Nat. Mont Fry Canyon,
Comb Ridge;
Day 3: Four Corners; Shiprock, San
Juan River Valley.
And there’s much more, so bring lots
of ﬁlm for this spring time ride. A fantastic ﬁgure 8 route of about 1000 miles.
Stay an extra day for Moab and the
White Rim Trail. Contact James Stevens
at 323-4238, JmsStvns@comcast.net for
more information.
Directions and mileage:
Bluff to Big-I: 290
Mokee Dugway Loop: 270
Scenic Route There: 450
Saturday, April 23
Annual John Ephlin Aire: GS ride

Follow the dirt road to the 4th of July
Campground in the Manzanos. Crashing
is discouraged, but John will be on hand
to provide advice on the proper way to do
it if necessary. Details to follow.
Friday-Sunday, May 13-15
Ice Cream Ride: Pavement and GS Ride

This ride has quickly become a club
favorite! We will spend two nights in
Glenwood. Saturday will be a free day,
then we’ll return on Sunday.
There will be two groups: pavement
and GS. One will take pavement to
Socorro, turn west towards Magdalena,
the VLA, Datil and Pie Town, eventually
heading south to Glenwood. Great roads
and views along the whole route.
The GS group will turn off the pavement at Bernardo for a dirt ride to
Magdalena. A short bit of pavement goes
past the VLA on the way to Datil. From
there the group turns south, getting
back on dirt and heading to Mogellon
and Glenwood.
The ride from Datil to Glenwood is also
the second leg of the Great Divide ride
from Mexico to Canada. The Great Divide
ride is divided into four sections. Riders
can join any part of the ride.

Staye tuned: more
details to come.
Sunday, June 5
Travelling Breakfast:
Santa Fe

Marcelo Vasquez will
be the point man.
Location TBD.
Saturday, June 11
Grants to Cuba: GS
Great Divide Ride

Ride the Great Divide
from Mexico to
Canada. The ride is divided into 4 sections. This is the third section. Riders can
join any part of the ride.
The group will ride from Albuquerque
to Grants. From there the ride heads to
Cuba on dirt. Contact James Stevens at
323-4238, JmsStvns@comcast.net for
more information.

Yes, chickens.

What News There Is
Dues Reminder
by Michelle Williams
I know that many of you may think I’m
a tyrant for hounding you about your
dues (some have nicknamed me the Nazi
Treasurer)! I want to get the year off to a
good start with everyone current. Please
check the label on your copy of the Shaft
and note the expiration date for your
membership. If you read the Shaft online,
drop me an email at alwaysontask@yahoo.
com and I will let you know when your
membership expires. In order to keep
the membership list accurate, we will be
dropping those folks who are more than
three months past due from the membership list in February. The plan is to
change the password for the electronic
version of the Shaft in February. In order
for you to keep receiving Dave Wilson’s
journalistic masterpiece either electronically or via snail mail, your membership
will need to be current. I’ll try to remind
those of you with memberships expiring
later in the year either via email or postcard; however, many memberships expire
in January. Hope you are off to a great
riding New Year!
Speaking of New Passwords
The LOE BMW R web site will require
a new password after February 15. The
The Legendary Shaft
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LOE BMW R

Ofﬁcers

President:

Robert Keen,
883-4813
motorkeen@aol.com

Vice President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
centralpets.com

Secretary/Treasurer:
Michelle Williams,
291-8396,
alwaysontask@
yahoo.com

Activity Committee:
Michael Seebeck,
271-4689
seebeckm@
bigfoot.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
232-0266
david@wujiart.us

user name will remain loebmwr and the
new password will be k12gt. Don’t tell
anybody.
Another Gentle Reminder
The Shaft relies on you, our esteemed
members, to keep us all current on what’s
coming up and what’s already happened.
That means let me know what rides
you’re planning, and send me stories of
where you’ve been. We are as good as
you all make us. And note my new email
address: david@wujiart.us for any electronic communication.
No’Neil’s
For those of you not at the cutting edge
of Albuquerque cuisine, I’m afraid I’ve
got some bad news: both locations of
O’Neil’s are closing. That means that our
regular stomping grounds for club meetings will be no more. This month’s Rally

Speed Trap Alert
Let me gripe for a moment.
Now that the police has the larger
budget they requested, they are apparently planning to invest the extra money.
Mainly they’re investing it in a new deluge of speed traps on I-25 and I-40 all
over Albuquerque. In the last two weeks
the patrols which used to keep the trafﬁc
at its normal hectic pace have ballooned
into gangs of police tagging cars all over
the city.
Now I’m sure that these speeders are
crazy, out of control, unrepentant lawbreakers, but I kind of wish they’d spend
some of that money catching the people
who murdered nine people within a mile
of my apartment, or one of the six cars
that run the red light near my ofﬁce on
the way in to work every morning. I’d
even settle for stopping some of those
third-lane cruisers. I suppose those aren’t

Newsletter Delivery:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
wujiart.us

Rally Chair:

Kwan-sun Stevens,
323-4238
kwangsun@
comcast.net

Committee will be at the Zea Restaurant
(see the calendar), but the whole situation
is up in the air. If you’ve got 2¢ to put
in contact our culinary President Robert
Keen or Rally Meeting Mistress Kwansun to offer your opinion. If we don’t
have a place to ride to for food, the club
is doomed.
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The Art of Sipapu
Kwan-sun Stevens, master of all things
Sipapu has been busy working up these
ideas for this year’s Bavarian Mountain
Weekend logo. To offer your opinion
on her work or to give her your own
outstanding design input contact her or
make it to one of the monthly Committee
Meetings listed here in the Shaft.
You could be on the fast track to the
Guggenheim’s next motorcycle exhibit!

as dangerous as somebody rampaging
down the highway at 70 mph.
But in the real world I know the true
name of what they’re doing: revenue
enhancement. They’re taking my taxes
and using it to take even more of my
money. But I don’t want to just dump on
the cops, I’m sure they have encouragement in their new blitz. I’m still paying on
the $600 my insurance company tacked
on in surcharges for my last $60 ticket.
Two Wheels to Adventure
Over the past few months, we have been
reviewing all the letters from people
requesting a copy of the best out-of-print
classic motorcycle book ever written, Two
Wheels to Adventure by Danny Liska.
The author rode his motorcycle – a
BMW R60 – from Alaska to Argentina.

He was the ﬁrst person to complete the
bags with
locks,
overland route, riding over 95,000 miles
highway
between the Arctic Circle and the tip of
pegs
South America, and the northernmost
and tall
point in Scandinavia to the southern tip
“laminar
of Africa. For this feat, he’s included in
the Guinness Book of Motorcycle Facts
lip” wind
and Feats as a champion rider along the
screen.
Pan-American Highway.
The bike
This book has 755 pages of pure
is great for cruising or off road riding, for
adventure like few have ever known!
a man or woman rider. I have taken the
Rather than just an adventure story, this
bike for 1000 mile trips as well as around
755-page hardback is crammed with illus- town. There is a 3 year/36,000 mile wartrations, maps and information.
ranty on the bike. The total value new
This second edition hardcover book
with this equipment is $11,419. Asking
features more than eight hundred photo$6900. Photo above.
graphs and illustrations as well as the same
Call Jeffrey Hills at (505) 758-0817
extraordinary high quality
printing to exactly match the
ﬁrst edition released in 1989.
Sales, Service, Parts
Now you have the opporBMW Riders Wear
tunity to get Two Wheels to
Adventure by Danny Liska at
2578 Camino Entrada
a reasonable price. Available
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
in English or Spanish lan(505) 474-0066
guage versions. Dos Ruedas a
1-888-774-0066
la Aventura is not a translation; it was written by the
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
multilingual author, who tells
his story in his own candid
www.santafebmw.com
way – in Spanish. Please specify when ordering.
To place your orders fax
(407) 464-0927 or email
(505) 546-2193
dajali2004@yahoo.com. The
(800) 626-3338
special club price per book
is $49.95 (retail $59.95) plus
$5.75 shipping. Ask for a
DEMING CYCLE CENTER
discount shipping rate when
HONDA - YAMAHA - BMW - POLARIS
buying more than one book
www.demingcycle.com DCC@zianet.com
going to the same address.
Cashiers check, money order
or go to www.paypal.com to
MARCI J. KEELER
pay by credit card.
General Manager
DEMING, NM 88030
Offered by Regina Liska,
P.O. Box 292, Apopka, FL
32704-0292
LOE Marketplace
2003 F650GS BMW. Black
with ABS, excellent condition,
well maintained. 4952 miles.
Comes with heated grips,
Hyperlights, Throttlemeister,
PIAA lights, socket adapter,
crash bars, top case with lock,
2 hard expandable saddle

Note: Classiﬁed ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running (or they’re
mine – which may run
indeﬁnitely!).
Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes… we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
5700 Copper NE
#B34
Albuquerque, NM
87108
(505) 232-0266
david@wujiart.us
Computer ﬁles are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.

FOR THE WORLD AHEAD.
Scott Kuhns, General Manager
Bill Morris, Parts and Accessories Manager
Janet Kovacik, Service Manager

MOTORSPORT

®

LIFE IS ONE VICIOUS CYCLE AFTER ANOTHER.

1-800-750-9007

IN ALBUQUERQUE (505) 884-9000
ON MONTGOMERY JUST WEST OF LOUISIANA
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2905
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T HE R A C I N G V IE W

Motorcycle
from the
collection of
Sebastian
Gutsch. Text
from the BMW
Motorrad
USA Mobile
Tradition
Exhibition
Catalogue.

R 5 SS

In the spring of 1936, BMW unveiled an all-new production racer, the R 5 SS, for “Super Sport.” A limited-series
machine, the 494cc, 28 horsepower R 5 SS was only offered to a few chosen riders and competitors. It had no lights
or mufﬂers, and its valve timing and carburetor settings were altered for increased performance. (Its all new engine
design featured valve operation by double camshafts driven by a timing chain.) Combined with a lightweight frame
and revolutionary telescopic fork, the R 5 SS enjoyed excellent handling. Today the R 5 SS ranks among the world’s
most coveted BMW production racers.

