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Ringing Out the Old

December’s Christmas Party was one of
the best club events of the year. Attended
by over half the club, coming from all
over the state, it was the best way I can
think of to close the 2003 season. The
best friends, the best food, and the best
beer we’ve ever had. Many thanks go to
our esteemed president Robert Keen, who
spent many hours making sure everything was perfect. He personally tested
over 15 beers to make sure the club would
be satisﬁed with the selection (but they
were 15 very small glasses).
Riding was the topic of the night, of

course. Where we’ve been,
where we’re going and what
we’ll be doing along the way.
Winter projects were discussed, as well as prospects of
new machines in the garage
(it was Christmas, after all).
My own riding dreams for
the year were mostly met.

Though I suppose I put on about 8,000
miles between my house and the coffee
shop in Cedar Crest, I also managed to
take a few trips beyond the local borders.
Lots of mountains north and south, from
Gunnison to Alamogordo, went under
several sets of tires on the K12. I loved
every minute of it.
Lynn proved herself to be a natural
rider. On the pillion during our 2,500
mile Colorado trip, several straﬁng runs
to the Peak, and when she took the MRC
and got her own motorcycle license. She’s
been scanning the classiﬁeds ever since
– you may see her dragging her knees on
the Crest road come springtime.
2004 has enough rides
planned to keep all the
tire companies in business.
January begins the new riding contest, and don’t forget
the Progressive Breakfast.
Bring along the maps printed
in this issue, and I’ll see you
there!
David Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

The Christmas Party
is always one of the
club’s biggest events
of the year, and 2003
hosted the best one yet.
Club members old and
new, from all over New
Mexico were there.
Thanks to Duane
Smith for loaning me his
camera after the club’s
camera went to technoheaven.
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EARTH, WIND & FIRE
Story by Robert Keen
Photos by Bill Koup
and Bill Olssen (sort of)

Above: The Southwest
pioneers ready to brave
the rugged Glenwood
Trail. This time,
thankfully, all returned
uninjured.
Below: John Desko
guards the wagon train.
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Something wasn’t right – we all knew it,
talked about it and vowed that “next year
things will be different!”
So what changed?
Having experienced
the trials and tribulations of the fabled
rocky road last year,
we decided to bypass
that path in favor of
a familiar route. And,
in hopes of ﬁnding
the roads in better
condition, we scheduled the ride for early
May as opposed to
late April – hopes can be dashed on the
rocks of reality as we discovered, but
more on that later.
We had enough satisfaction with most
of the previous ride to leave well enough
alone the basic concept: a three day
event based at the Crab Apple Cabins in
Glenwood, a mixture of pavement and
dirt, and a relaxed pace as this was, after
all, not a District 37 event! Those who
returned from last year (“Nick” Nicholas,
Bill Olsson, James Stevens, Steve Mounce
and myself) made the familiar Friday ride
from Albuquerque to Bernardo (pavement) to Magdelena via Riley (dirt) to
the VLA (pavement) to Apache Creek
(dirt) and ﬁnally to Glenwood (pavement). Joining us this year were: Gary
Cade, John Desko, Bill Koup, Gary Oleson,
Bruce Hedquist and Lee Peters. In a
measure of support, Tim Stone rode the
pavement down on Friday afternoon and
retraced the route early
Saturday morning while
Bob Ostrum trailored his
F650 Dakar on Friday and
played in the dirt until it
was time to load up again
on Sunday. The bike
mix included a Yamaha
WR400, BMW F650,
R100, R1100 and 1150 GSs
and Kawasaki KLR 650s.
Varied as well was the

Friday night conversation as we gathered
at the motel for a wine tasting. It seemed
only ﬁtting and proper to examine several German wines (no French need apply!)
in the never ending quest to determine
the “best.” Some spirited discussions
ensued as we did our darndest to solve
all the world’s problems. I would say we
were successful but Gary O. might not
agree. In any case, we were a tired and
happy group as the cool Glenwood night
settled in.
Saturday was an “on your own” day
that saw people taking advantage of the
nearby Arizona 666, trail-riding in search
of Indian ruins, hiking the Catwalk,
venturing to Silver City and, my new personal favorite, motoring to Mogollon for
a slice of pie (a la mode, of course!) that
was hot out of the oven and as good as my
mom’s. The baker (lady) runs the Silver
Creek Inn and formerly operated a café
in Pie Town so you just knew it had to
be good eating. Both Garys, Steve, Bill O.
and I vowed to return for a second helping next year.
That afternoon the guys gathered back
at the motel where bike maintenance was
attended to in the shade of the giant sycamore trees that lined Whitewater Creek
on the edge of the motel. In preparation for almost any contingency, we had
brought enough tools and spare parts to
stock Motorsport. Thankfully, we had no
need for any of those goodies as our toolkits sufﬁced for the basic tightening and
adjusting. But who was it that brought the
chrome cleaner? I’ll never tell!
After cleaning our hands it was time
to work on those dusty palates again.
Another wine tasting anyone? And so it
was that any stories/lies/problems that
escaped us the night before were handled
quite easily as the evening progressed.
Another pleasant time in the company of
friendly bikers – no tattoos, knives or guns
(that were displayed to my knowledge!).
The Sunday schedule was modiﬁed
as a result of a late snowstorm which
had closed NM159 east of Mogollon.

Consequently we hurried through a 0600
good and plenty (and cheap!) breakfast and backtracked to Reserve where
we took NM435 south and east into the
Kelly Mountains. This road was paved
(once upon a time) for a good distance
as it wound its way higher until it completely lost any semblance of paving and
became Forest Road 141 that lead us to
the Negrito Fire Base and Bursum Road.
Joining us on this section was a group of
smokejumpers out for a morning run. We
had seen smoke plumes rising from the
Gila National Forest on our Friday ride
and surmised that these people would not
be unemployed for long. Turning east at
the junction of FS 142 we completed our
50 mile detour and rode to Snow Lake
for the obligatory photo op. Continuing
east on FS 152, then NM 59 we reached
Beaverhead. This stretch was made more
exciting by the unexpected twists and
turns that nearly brought some riders
up close and personal with ditches, trees
and a pickup truck. But again, the guilty
know who they are.
A sign announced that a forest ﬁre was
in progress as we wound our way out of
Beaverhead on NM 59. How bad could
it be if they didn’t close the road? There
were some smoldering stumps and further evidence of ﬁre damage for several
miles but I saw no activity on the part
of government ofﬁcials other than the
gentleman sitting in his pickup truck.
Well, if he wasn’t concerned what was I
worried about?
At the junction of NM 52 we left the
pavement and headed back north on what
turned out to be a road made more treacherous by the drought. The road surface
was a combination of powder, sand, and
gravel that reduced both visibility and
traction. I kept telling myself that this
was only a test. Fortunately, everyone
passed. However, John also passed the
turnoff to Bear Trap Canyon and we wondered when we would see him again. We
stopped at the Bear Trap Campground
and John rejoined us there. At this point
I discovered that my F650 Dakar had
shed its rear inner fender. It must have
happened when I nearly swapped ends
in a serious rut this side of Dusty. Bill’s
F650GS was also missing the same part—
apparently the weakest link was not in

the chain.
The road continued
up the west ﬂank of
Mt. Withington and
then down the north
side towards US60.
The tight mountain
section was rocky and
slow going while the
last few miles were
only a question of how
fast do you feel like
going today sir? The stiff west wind blew
the dust to the side and made for a scene
out of some Baja or Paris-Dakar documentary as the line of bikes raced towards the
pavement (I had a very good view from
the back of the pack!).
With the wind pushing us onward we
rode into Magdalena for a late lunch and
refueling of the bikes. I was impressed
that my Dakar had made the GlenwoodMagdalena trip and used only ~3 gallons
which worked out to 70mpg.
Of course BMW is known
for optimistic odometers
so maybe I only got 69.
Whatever.
Nick decided to return to
Bernardo via Riley. He was
the smart one! The rest of
us took US60 to Socorro and
then north on I25. There have
been few times in my riding experience when I would
have traded places with someone on four
wheels. This was one of those times! We
were exposed to the unrelenting ﬁerce
crosswind as the Bernardo exit (where
we could abandon the interstate in favor
of the slightly more protected valley two
lane) seemed to be hours away. Somehow
the bike stayed shiny side up as I fought
the wind to Bernardo where some fellow
riders awaited to give me aid and comfort.
My thanks to Steve for herding me down
the road.
Some people have suggested my problems with the wind stem from the micro
windshield on the 650. I think I need a
new helmet, yeah, that’s the ticket!
Anyway, safe and sound back home
and now I want to get ready for Glenwood
2004. We are going to do this until we get
it right. My thanks to one and all for making this the best Glenwood ride yet.

Above: Some of the
guys eating pie at the
ghost town of Mogollon.
The lady that runs the
place used to run the
pie place in Pie Town.
Her daughter took the
photo with Bill Olsson’s
camera.
Below: Gary Cade
on the repair trail once
again.
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Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or call Terry
Tombaugh at
(505) 821-0063.
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Breakfast!

Yearly dues are $15.
For more information
or to pay:

TUES

4

Sing Along

Join the LOE
BMW Riders

MON

Thursday, January 1
Beginning of LOE BMW R Riding Contest

This is a great plan by Gary Cade to add
a special dimension to the riding year.
Contest will end approximately the week
before the 2004 Club Christmas Party.
Call Robert Keen to get your genuine LOE
BMW R bandana.

Carrizozo
Sandia BMW

Take Central East past Tramway.
Turn Right onto Four Hills Rd.
Bear Right onto Stage Coach
Follow 2 miles (through 3 four-way stops)
Turn Right onto Conestoga
Look for 2 story on Right

Sunday, January 4
The Two Wheel Opera Meeting
Kwang Sun Stevens and all music lovers
will have a meeting at her house at 1pm.
This is an opportunity to play and sing
tunes we remember and love. At the
ﬁrst meeting we have already planned
some fun for the Progressive Breakfast.
Interested music lovers can come and
feel free to join at the sing along! Contact
Kwang Sun Stevens at 323-4238.
Sunday, January 11
Progressive Breakfast

A great way to test your electrics or
endurance for cold weather riding – or if
the weather is as warm as it has been the
past two years, one more chance to bring
out the mesh gear! The ﬁrst stop at 9am
will be coffee and goodies at the Stein‘s
(Four Hills Area); second stop, 10:30am,
for breakfast burritos down in Bosque
Farms at the Tynan’s; third stop for pastries and club meeting/election of ofﬁcers,
11:30am, at the palatial digs of our legendary John and Margaret Eﬂin.
FIRST STOP
9:00 am
Thom & Crystal Stein
1715 Conestoga SE
Albuquerque
296-1760
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SECOND STOP
Dave & Annie Tynan
1000 Camino de Chavez
Bosque Farms
869-3645
dtynan@comcast.net
The most direct route is:
Come south on I-25.
Exit I-25 at exit 215 to south Hwy 47.
Continue south thru Isleta Pueblo to
Bosque Farms.
In Bosque Farms go to the 3rd trafﬁc
light, South Loop, and turn right (west).
Travel 2 ditches (½ mile) and turn right
(north) again.
Head straight another ⅓ mile to the
house. A brown stucco on the corner with
lots of motorcycle parking.
Mapquest says it is 45 minutes and 31

miles from Stein’s. I bet it doesn’t take
you folks 45 minutes. The club will be
providing breakfast burritos, coffee and
juice with a lot of help from the Burrito
Queen, JoAnne Page.

at the Outpost Cafe in Carrizozo. Ride
will probably feature an extended visit
to beautiful downtown Claunch either
coming, going or both. Meet at 9am at the
Chevron at Tramway and Central.
Saturday, February 28
Business Meeting

We will meet at the new showroom of
Sandia BMW right here in Albuquerque.
This will be a good chance to see the
newest BMW automobiles and listen to
Robert and RJ bring us up to date on club
events, etc. Time TBA.
& Beyond…
Saturday, March 6
John Eﬂin Commemorative Ditch Jump
GS Ride

THIRD STOP
John & Margaret Ephlin
33 Inspiration Drive
Los Lunas, NM 87031
866-0811
Turn on S Bosque Loop, go 0.5 mi
Turn on Bosque Farms Blvd, go 0.3 mi
Continue on NM-47, go 4.8 mi
Turn on El Cerrp Loop, go 0.8 mi
Turn on Inspiration Dr, go 0.2 mi

See the very spot where John went airborne, crashed, tucked and rolled, and
lived to tell about it. Great dirt ride on the
Fourth of July Campground Loop Road in
the Manzanos. There’s a good chance we
will stop to eat something somewhere in
Mountainair. Call Robert Keen for details.
Saturday-Sunday, March 13-14
Old Mesilla Tour

Overnighter to Old Mesilla, the ﬁrst capital of the Old Spanish territory of New
Mexico (near Las Cruces). Motel camping will be the order of the day. Contact
information and details TBA.
Friday-Saturday, April 2-3
Ride to Trinity Atomic Bomb Test Site

LOE BMW R

Ofﬁcers

President:

Robert Keen,
883-4813
motorkeen@aol.com

Vice President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
centralpets.com

Secretary/Treasurer:
Terry Tombaugh,
821-0063,
ttombaugh1@
comcast.net

Activity Committee:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
232-0266
mrmtv@aol.com

Newsletter Delivery:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
juno.com

Rally Chairs:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
centralpets.com
David Tynan,
869-3645
david.tynan@
ae.ge.com

Ok, you’ve told yourself you’re going to
go someday since the site is only open
to the public two days a year. Well, that
someday has come. We’ll spend the night
at a motel in Socorro so we can be in line
for the opening of the gate early Saturday
morning. We may be forced to stop at the
Owl or Mannie’s in San Antonio for hamburgers afterwards. Bill Koup will be our
contact person and arrange motel accommodations.
Saturday, April 17
Saturday, February 21
Carrizozo Burger Loop

It’s been years since we’ve sampled the
generous portions and indifferent service

GS Day Ride

Dirt master Robert Keen and other ﬁlthy
guys will have something in store for those
of us who just have to get a little dirty
every once in a while. Destination TBA.

All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Saturday-Sunday, May 1-2
Sandia Classic

You saw and heard it last year or wish
you did, so it’s back with not only
Vintage Racing (AHMRA), but motocross
and a lot more. For your ﬁx of racing and
gorgeous unmufﬂed moto sounds, set this
weekend aside. LOE BMW R is planning
to have a more visible presence in the
form of some kind of chronological ride-in
and display of BMW machinery owned
and operated by our club members all the
way from /2’s to the latest K bikes and oilheads (to say nothing of the chained and
belted 650’s). Much more info to follow
from Vintage junkie, Mark Winslow.
Friday-Sunday, May 7-9

Sunday, June 27
Michelle’s Grape Ride

All club rides are for everybody, but couples are particularly encouraged to join in
after Sunday breakfast at Hurricane ‘s as
we head for the Ponderosa Winery in the
Jemez Mountains near Jemez Pueblo. Great
wine tasting will add a touch of romance
to this ride. Singles and solo riders: don ‘t
be bashful and come along, too! Michelle
Williams is the Grape Girl to contact.
National Events

Annual Ice Cream Ride

Friday-Monday, July 9-12

Robert Keen will be concocting yet another creamy delight for dirt and pavement
(don’t use the excuse you’re an exclusive
road rider to bow out of this weekend).
Glenwood will once again be the home
base for this weekend of calorie free (not!)
frolic. Ask Robert for details.

Rally in Paonia

Friday-Sunday, May 14-16
PITS Rally in Heber

Many club members attend this annual
rally in Arizona, so why not make it an
ofﬁcial club event to provide opportunities to hook up with other riders making
their way west with companions instead of
going it alone. Mark Winslow will volunteer to serve as a clearing house for who’s
going when, and if you want to link up.
Saturday, June 5
Bill’s Cabin

The scenery of the mountains west of Las
Vegas, NM, is not to be missed nor is a bowl
of Bill Koup’s homemade chile. Great little
twisty paved road with some very moderate
dirt up to his cabin will keep it interesting.
For the GS riders, a ride to a high overlook
further west is worth the detour.
Sunday, June 13
Res’ Ride

Many looked forward last year to this
ride up to Cuba and west through the
Navajo Reservation to Crownpoint/Grants,
but, alas, foul weather forced postponement. Well, it ‘s back on. Sharpen your
braking skills avoiding the ubiquitous
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goat herds that take leisurely strolls
across the highway. Gary Cade will still
be the contact guy (maybe!).

Slightly altered schedule to better match
National MOA Rally.
Thursday-Sunday, July 15-18
National MOA Rally in Spokane

There will probably be some organized
LOE BMW R effort to ride to this rally if
you want road companions. More details
TBA. Iron Butts may make these two major
BMW rallies into a July Grand Tour!
All the News that Fits
Club Stuff Update
2003 rally shirts are still available in
limited supply in the following sizes and
sleeves:
Short sleeve; small, medium, large,
extra large and 4 extra large.
Long sleeve; small. medium, large, 2
extra large and 3 extra large.
2002 rally shirts are still available in
limited supply in the following sizes and
sleeves.
Short sleeve; large, 2 extra large and 3
extra large.
Long sleeve; extra large and 2 extra
large.
Club shirts are available in limited supply in all sizes (small through 3 extra
large) and both sleeve lengths. We also
have one (1) 4 extra large short sleeve.
Please contact Robert Keen at 883-4813,
883-0769, 280-2315 or motorkeen@aol.
com before you order to make sure we
have what you want/need.

More on the K1300
Here are some links for
rumors on the upcoming K1300 supersport bike.
Remember, you heard it here
ﬁrst (or, at least, second).
http://www.rubbersidedown.co.za/index.
cfm?channel=7&storyid=70
02
http://www.calmoto.com/
newsarchive/newkbmw.html
http://www.
motorcycledaily.com/
03october03_bmw_k_2.htm
http://www.
motorbikestoday.com/news/
Articles/bmw_kseries_
04.htm
http://www.cmgonline.
com/articles/CMG03/
cmgnews/031105
http://www.cbtimports.
com/moto/newkbmw.html

Note: Classiﬁed ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running.
Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes… we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
5700 Copper NE
#B34
Albuquerque, NM
87108
Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

(505) 232-0266
mrmtv@aol.com
Computer ﬁles are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.

(505) 546-2193
(800) 626-3338

DEMING CYCLE CENTER
HONDA - YAMAHA - BMW - POLARIS
www.demingcycle.com DCC@zianet.com

MARCI J. KEELER
General Manager

DEMING, NM 88030

FOR THE WORLD AHEAD.
Scott Kuhns, General Manager
Bill Morris, Parts and Accessories Manager
Janet Kovacik, Service Manager

MOTORSPORT

®

LIFE IS ONE VICIOUS CYCLE AFTER ANOTHER.

1-800-750-9007

IN ALBUQUERQUE (505) 884-9000
ON MONTGOMERY JUST WEST OF LOUISIANA
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2905
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

T HE R E A R V IE W

Motorcycle
from the
collection
of Peter
Nettesheim.
Text from
the BMW
Motorrad
USA Mobile
Tradition
Exhibition
Catalogue.

R 71

During the onset of the war years, from 1938 to 1941, the R 71 came into prominence. With its side-valve 745cc engine
with 22bhp, it featured a larger cylinder bore which gave it an impressive torque range. The R 71 was used as both a
long-distance touring motorcycle, and a sidecar machine. In fact, it was so successful that both the Soviet Union and
China began producing nearly identical versions of it during the postwar era. The R 71 found in this exhibit shows the
original Graetzin carburetors used on several different BMW motorcycles at that time.

