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I Sing the Body Electric 
I f o l l o w  t h e  b a u h a u s  d e s i g n  p h i l o s o p h y :  f o r m  s h o u l d 

follow function. I appreciate it when the beauty of a design flows from its purpose, each 
piece working together with all the others creating a whole that just makes sense.

I know there are many in the club that engage 
with this on a mechanical level. They look at 
an engine or transmission and are lifted into 
the aesthetic ethers by the logic and beauty 
of the shape and machining of the parts and 
systems. To me, though I can appreciate the 

skill and quality of the mechanical aspects, 
it tends to be an intellectual exercise, since I 
can barely tell the difference between a brake 
piston and an engine piston.

The aesthetic design of the overall 
motorcycle, however, is something I can 

certainly appreciate. Though I pretend I’m 
not really swayed by the way something looks 
(rather than the quality of its construction or 
how well it works), I have to admit that if I 
don’t think a bike is good looking I wouldn’t 
want to own it. And if it’s really beautiful 
but full of flaws in execution, I would still be 
inclined to choose it.
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Which brings me to this 
month’s superficial subject: 
why are the next wave of 
vehicles, the ones that will 
eventually replace everything 
we ride and drive now, so ugly?

I’m not particularly talking 
about all the hybrid electric 
vehicles, which tend to be the 

same old ones that have been around for years, just with a bunch of batteries stuck into them. I 
mean the trendsetters of the future, the dedicated electric vehicles like the BMW i3 or the Nissan 
Leaf, or motorcycles like the Zero.

I would expect the future would look more – futuristic. Instead it seems to just be a bit goofy. 
The boxy, blobby shapes of the cars, or motorcycles with huge square “engines” (or batteries, 
I guess) don’t exactly inspire me to rush into the electric future with my eyes raised to what 
glories are to come. They actually make me wonder who or how they’re trying to excite. Socially 
conscious family types with deep pockets, I suppose, because none of them are cheap.

Sure, there are some beautiful electric cars. The BMW i8 springs to mind (though that’s really 
a hybrid), or the Teslas, but for any of those you need to be much closer to being a 1%-er than I 
will ever be. Motorcycle-wise there’s hardly anything to choose from, and if you do spring for a 
Zero you also have to spring for a bunch of extra batteries to haul around, because they only go 
about 20 miles each. The cars aren’t a whole lot better, I actually had a Leaf and it’s range was 80 

miles if you planned how many 
hills you were going up and 
down very carefully.

I was brought up believing 
that we were all going to be 
zipping around in electric air 
cars like the Jetsons, looking 
cool and being environmentally 
aware. Instead we get a bunch 
of Pacers (remember them?) that barely get you to work and back, then take 12 hours to recharge. 

And they’re still not cheap, so some of that exorbitant price must be spent on body design. 
So how about something that looks like you spent $40,000 (and up) on it, not an ecobox with 
batteries? And the Zero, are you really going to head off into the wilderness on a bike that’s 
going to poop out after 20 miles? So why not make it look cool, so at least you can make a trendy 
statement on your morning commute? The best they’ve got is the streetfighter look, which is 
okay, but how many K1200R’s did they ever really sell?

I have to say the Leaf was a nice car to drive, but every time I walked up to it I thought, “What 
a goofy looking car! What were they thinking?” On the flip side, every time I see a Tesla I think, 
“Why didn’t I become a stockbroker?” But then, I’d probably go for the Ferrari instead.

I would love to dive into the electric trend, but I’m afraid it’s still just too ugly to love, and I can’t 
drive an idea. I wonder how much that electric S1000RR I saw on the internet is…

David Wilson, editor
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S everal LOE BMW R members, and a few “hanger-ons” spent  three days in the summertime 
weather at Big Bend National Park. It took 8 hours down and back, so we were out of town 
five days. We had 4 BMWs, 3 KLRs, 2 KTMs, and 1 Triumph. This trip in the past has been 
Dual Sport, but this year we decided to stay on the pavement. That did not stop Steve 

from bringing his KLR. 
If you have not been on one of our Big Bend winter trips you are missing a great time. Our 

Base Camp was in Study Butte at the intersection of Texas Highways 118 and 170 at the Big 
Bend Resort Motel and Camp Grounds. Calling this place a resort is a stretch. At one end of the 
parking lot is a gas station / restaurant / convenient store all in the same building. But just across 
highway 118 is a great Mexican cafe. At sunset we gathered in the gravel parking lot next to the 
bikes and indulged in adult beverages and motorcycle lore.

The first day was west on highway 170: the “River Road” to Presidio. We had lunch at a 
great  Mexican cafe with an anti-wall demonstration going on just down the street. We all had 
motorcycle hats so we fit in alright. 

The next day was our international tour. We planned to cross the border and have lunch in 
Boquillas, Mexico. Everyone checked their passports, and left other items that might get us 
arrested on the bikes. We had the luxury suites on the ferry across the Rio Grande.      

Transportation from the ferry to downtown Boquillas was in an upscale black SUV, but we had 
other choices, such as what looked like thoroughbred horse, or happy friendly burros. I was not 
allowed to take a photo. The driver thought someone in the US might recognize the SUV!

Lunch was at Jose Falcon’s where the real 
Mexican food was, well, Mexican, and the 
cerveza was, well, Mexican. After lunch we 
toured downtown for some shopping.

Day three we rode all the paved roads in 
the park. The best road was to Santa Elena 
Canyon. If you have not been on this road, 
then put it on your Bucket List. 

Several guys missed the Dual Sport part of 
this trip, so maybe next year we do DS Bikes. 

Yes, next year…

FE ATU RE STORY
B IG B E N D

BIG BEND . . . A little summer in the middle of winter!

by Jon Helm, Activities Czar
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 1-2
WEST 38 MOTO OFF-ROAD CLASS
GS off-road training classes in Colorado. Call 
Chris Bronstorp at Santa Fe BMW or visit 
their website at west38moto.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
SANDIA BMW COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
The Range Cafe, 925 Camino Del Pueblo, 
Bernalillo, NM 87004. Munching begins at 
9 am. See you there. Check the Message 
Board for up-to-the-minute news.

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
SMRI TRACK CLINIC
9-10 am, hosted by Scott Cloniger and Sandia 
BMW, learn the ins and outs of track days at 
Sandia Raceway. RSVP by March 4.

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
SANTA FE BMW ARAI SEMINAR
by Mo Friedlander, Santa Fe BMW
At 11 AM, right after our Wheels and Coffee 
event. There is a posting on our Facebook 
page (Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles) with all 
the details, but the most important ones are: 
15% off MSRP this day only, custom fitting, 
and … food! Also, although we probably 
won’t turn anyone away it is officially by 
reservation only. If anyone is interested in 
attending, they should call the dealership at 
505-395-5900, and speak to either me or 
Chris Bronstorp.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15
SANDIA BMW COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 16
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Be sure to check the Message Board for up-
to-the-minute news on when and where.

SUNDAY, APRIL 30
SMRI TRACK DAY
Starts at 7 am, hosted by Sandia BMW. 
Always the best track lunch of the year! The 
fastest fun you can have on two wheels. 
Tickets available at Sandia Speedway or 
racesandia.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 6
SANDIA BMW COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 5-7
THE ICE CREAM RIDE
by Jon Helm, Activities Czar
Why do we call this weekend ride Ice Cream? 
Well don’t ask me I have only been a member 
of LOE BMW R for 8 years.

A while back there was discussion of 
pulling back on the Saturday party at the Ice 
Cream Ride, but some have re-thought that 
and so we’ll do the complimentary Pulled 
Pork Dinner on Saturday night after all. So, 
please RSVP by the end of March to Rod 
(president@loebmwr.org) if you are planning 
on doing the Ice Cream Ride and want to 
be in on the dinner. Right now, it looks like 
we’ll also have club provided beer available 
Saturday, but it’s still BYOB at other times. 
Housing is available at Los Olmos – nice 
cabins on the site of the Saturday dinner 
(575-539-2224) – the Whitewater (575-
539-2581), the Lariat Motel (575-539-2321, 
after hours call 539-2566), and the Double T 
Homestead (575-539-2812). 

Street bikes usually take I-25 south to 152 
then over Emory Pass, Silver City to 180 to 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR A P R I L 
S M T W T F S
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

Glenwood. Or I-25 to 60 through Datil on 12 
to 180. There will be groups leaving Friday, 
so watch the forum for details. We may 
also have some dirt road riders coming to 
Glenwood this year.

Some members get there on Thursday, but 
technically the gathering extends from the 
5th to the 7th. The great roads of southwest 
New Mexico, and the Devils Hiway are the 
reason to go! For details watch the Forum 
and the Shaft. 

SUNDAY, MAY 7
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for up-to-the-
minute news on the when and the where.

SATURDAY, MAY 20
SANDIA BMW COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 10-11
3RD ANNUAL RIDE & CAMP AT  
RIO GRANDE DEL NORTE
by Sandy & Amy Ballard, S: 505-340-6010 
sballard999@gmail.com, A: 505-449-7818 
amyballard542@yahoo.com
We have reserved the group campsite at La 
Junta Campground, which is right out on 
the point overlooking the junction of the Rio 
Grande and Red Rivers (the view is stunning!). 

This is a self supported trip, so bring 

everything you need in the way camping gear, 
food, liquid refreshments, etc. There is water 
and firewood available at the campground, 
so don’t worry about that. The club is picking 
up the tab for the group campsite, which 
includes camping and the Day Use fee for 15 
vehicles. 

We figure that most folks will self-organize 
into groups to ride to the campground. If you 
are looking to ride up in a group, respond 
to the post on the Message Board and self-
organization will spontaneously materialize.

If you are planning to come, please let us 
know so we have some idea of how many 
folks may show up. But if you decide to come 
at the last minute, no problem, just show up, 
there is plenty of room.

To find the campground, go north a couple 

of miles from the town of Questa, NM and 
turn left toward the Monument when you see 
the sign. Once in the park, keep going south 
until you can go south no more and you will 
be at the campground.

Here is a link to more information about 
the Monument: https://www.blm.gov/nm/
st/en/prog/recreation/taos/wild_rivers_
rec_area.html

We look forward to seeing you out there!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY
At Oak Flats, our traditional spot. Check the 
Message Board for up-to-the-minute news.

(Continued from page 4)
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NATIONAL EVENTS

MONDAY-FRIDAY, APRIL 24-28
TEXAS HILL COUNTRY  
I-BMW RALLY, TX
by Jerry Finley, www.pirateslair.net
At the River Inn Resort, approx 7 miles 
west of Hunt, Texas, 800-841-0501 or 
830-238-4226. 

For further details check the official thread 
at I-BMW.com. And don’t forget, Pirates Lair 
will be offering your choice of either Pirates 
Lair Plundering hats, Pirates Lair tees, or $25 
gift cards to anyone who achieves a “velocity 
award” while in transit to or from or at the 
rally itself.

SATURDAY, MAY 13
AMA NATIONALS FLAT TRACK 
RACES, PHOENIX AZ
by Ken Monier
Leaving around 6-7 am on Friday, May 12 
for a fun route (mostly back roads): getting 
off at Grants (from I-40) and taking all back 
roads into Phoenix. Arrive in Phoenix by 7-8 
pm, Hotel two nights near the track for and 
races and events most of the day Saturday. 
Getting there would go 53W to 191S to 60W 
to 260W/S to 87S thru Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forest and then Tonto National 
Forest into the east side of Phoenix. The total 
route is about 800 miles round trip from 
Albuquerque. 

If enough of us go, we can upgrade our 
tickets and get a table with pit passes. These 
will be the best flat track racers in the country, 

it’s a great classic form of bike racing. If you 
have never seen a dirt flat track race you are 
missing out. 

The race has a $99/night special at 
the Hilton about 4 miles away from track 
(normally about $200/night, it also has a golf 
course), which is where the racers and crews 
are staying. Motel 6 is the cheapest motel in 
the area at $69/night, others range from that 
to $129/night. There’s plenty of dining around 
the track, and events starting on Sat urday at 
about 11:30 am with music and mingling with 
the crew and racers in the Pits. The races 
start at about 2:30 pm. Tickets range from 
$35-$105 (VIP).

If interested: Please go to the link at the 
Message Board http://loebmwr.org/forum/
viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4967 or feel free to 
call 505-263-8837.

Here’s link for more information, and to 
buy tickets: http://www.arizonamile.com/

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 18-21
BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY  
I-BMW RALLY, VA
by Jerry Finley, www.pirateslair.net
Where: Wattstull Inn, just north of Buchanan, 
Virginia 

Call 540-254-1551 for reservations. 
Mention i-bmw group. Specify room type: 
single, double, king. Rooms are $70 per night 
plus tax. Alternate Lodging (info only) : Super 
8, Bedford or Days Inn, Bedford or Peaks of 
Otter Lodge.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 29-JULY 2
BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY  
I-BMW RALLY, VA
by Jerry Finley, www.pirateslair.net
Where: The Colonial House Inn and Motel in 
Weston VT on Rt 100 

Call (802) 824-6286 ask for Jeff or Kim 
and say you’re with the I-BMW group. There 
are 14 rooms of different bed and bath 
arrangements – book early! 

Cancelation policy is two weeks notice. 
There can be a barbecue if we give notice, 
Jeff does a mean pulled pork barbecue. Or if 
there is interest he will come up with a dinner 
menu but the restaurant isn’t normally open 
for dinner.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 28-30
DEALS GAP I-BMW RALLY, NC
by Jerry Finley, www.pirateslair.net
Where: Tapoco Lodge, near Robbinsville, NC

Reservations: Direct 800-849-2258
The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville), site 

of our first 9 or so DGR’s, will again host the 
2017 event. Hopefully without any hurricanes 
spoiling the fun. The newly renovated, upscale 
Tapoco has reserved all their cabins for our 
motley group. Woohoo!! All cabins range 
from $129-229 a night. Be sure to mention 
i-bmw group when booking. Amber and I will 
be there. Neither of us will be wearing panties. 
They are taking reservations now!

Alternate Lodging in Robbinsville: Microtel 
Motel or Fontana Village Resort. Closest 
BMW dealer: Eurosport of Asheville, NC

Cancellation Policy: In the event of 
cancellation 30 days prior to the event, 
guest will be charged for one night. If the 
cancellation is outside of the 30 days, there 
will be no charge. This policy will be strictly 
enforced in 2017 and is nonnegotiable. Savvy?

SMRI RACE/TRACK 
SCHEDULE

NEW RACERS SCHOOL
May 19-21
June 16-18
August 18-20

TRACK DAYS
April 30 sponsored by Sandia BMW
May 20 sponsored by Moto Authority
June 17
July 23 sponsored by Team R&S
August 19 sponsored by Bobby J’s 

Yamaha
September 16 sponsored by PJ’s 

Motorcycles
October 21

RACE DAYS
May 21
June 18
July 15-16
August 20
September 17
October 22

Contact 
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028, 
or http://www.smri-racing.org

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR
(Continued from page 5)
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

PRESIDENT 
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org 

VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Loch Page
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal 
Communications@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

RALLY CHAIR
Rick Larson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

TREASURER 
Jan S.
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

SECRETARY 
Amy Ballard 
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Sandy Ballard
Member1@LOEBMWR.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@LOEBMWR.org

PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@LOEBMWR.org

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable 
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be 
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more 
information or to pay:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095

www.loebmwr.org

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to:

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures.

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.ocdcustomcycles.com
http://www.loebmwr.org
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MY FAVORITE MESSAGE BOARD 
FORUM TIP
by Terry Rowley, webmaster
One item I use all the time on the forum is the 
‘View unread posts’ link (circled in red) near 
the top left of the MB Forum screen.

Why do I love this feature? Because it 
takes me to a list of only the posts I have not 
yet read … I don’t have to muddle through 
each screen of the different forums to find 
the specific posts I have yet to read. 

When you click the ‘View unread posts’ 
link and it will show you a listing of posts that 
you can click on and read. Once you read a 
post, hit the ‘back’ button on your browser 
and it will take you back to that same list so 

you can choose a different post link to open 
and read.

 If you haven’t been keeping up with 
reading the MB posts, or if this is your first 
time on the MB Forum, clicking the ‘View 
unread posts’ link might result in 100’s of links, 
an overwhelming amount of information to 
process at one sitting.

If you are willing to forego reading all those 
posts and want to start anew, you can click the 
‘Mark forums read’ link (circled in red) on the 
top right side of the MB Forum screen. That 
will mark all posts as ‘read’ so that the next 
time you login to the MB Forum and click the 
‘View unread posts’ link you’ll see only those 
items posted since you last visited the forum. 
Any posts that have been read previously will 
not show up on the list.
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R75/5 RESTORATION
by Dave Hartman
I was aiming for what I call an updated 
restoration, meaning that I was not going 
for a factory restoration. I wanted to give it 
a bit of modernization while still adhering to 
the unmistakable look of an R75/5. The bike 
has 74.5K miles on it but it is still solid as a 
rock. Dirty and tired, yes, but I could find little 

wrong with it besides needing a top end and 
front fork seals. This was a Carlsbad bike that 
I purchased along with 2 others, a ‘77 R75/7 
and an ‘80 R65. The main deviations from 
factory include eurobars, airbox elimination, 
paint, turn/brake signals and aftermarket 
seat. The seat pan I had to form before sending 
off to an upholsterer. The seat was inspired by 
a Corbin Gunfighter, and overall inspiration 

for the profile I was looking for came from 
Colorado Norton Works, a restoration shop 
that turns out incredibly beautiful Nortons.The 
brightwork consists of ceramic 
coating of the headers, powder 
coating (fake chrome) on the 
front engine cover and valve 
covers. The engine block and 
wheel hubs were soda blasted. 

The fender/tank 
painting was done 
by Rick Farrier 
(505-200-1681). 
He does a careful 
and thoughtful job 
and has a good eye 
for color and design. 
Tom Volkmann has 
helped with tuning 
and generous 
telephone coaching. 
Everything except 
engine and tranny 

were removed, cleaned and polished. This is 
my second restoration after a 1979 Triumph 
Bonneville.
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