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We’re In The Zone

A

h, september, the beginning of the most enchanted
season in the Land of Enchantment. The days settle to warm, not hot, the nights to cool,
not cold. The winds die down. Leaves change. It is perfect, just perfect.

I love riding in New Mexico. Everywhere I go is
astounding beauty, vast views to rest my eyes
when they’re not glued to the roller coaster
twisty mountain road. The colors are so pure,
undiluted by weather or humidity found in
so many other places. On our “hundred mile

get somewhere fast, there’s no more lovely
place to do it. And if point and shoot gets too
monotonous, almost any exit will still provide
a route to your destination, but it will surely be
circuitous and may involve some dirt, too. Not
to mention taking you past some wonderful
scenery you (and perhaps few people) have
ever seen.

days” the details of the furthest mountains
are as sharp as the end of the street, it seems
as if you can see forever.
Even interstate blasts are ringed with the
endless plains and staggering mountains
that make up our landscape. If you want to
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August’s Birthday Party
brought out the old and
the new. The huge crowd
included lots of first-time
club members who wanted
to check out our celebratory
style. Also many of the old
(old, old) timers – myself
included – who know better
than to miss one of the best
eatin’ and ridin’ events of the
year. Here a picture of the 3
Daves getting ready to chow
down.

And then there’s the 4
Daves at the Bavarian
Mountain Weekend. Stay
tuned next month for all
the coverage of this year’s
fabulous culminating club
event. It was one of the best
weekends (weather- and
rally-wise) in years!

New Mexico is still a wild place in many respects. There are few states any more where you
can truly get out and away from people, be the only one on the trail or the road, not see another
for many miles or hours. If you’re a motorcyclist in it for the immersive experience, being part of
the landscape, this is the place for you. It can be as big as the eastern plains, flat to all horizons,
straining your eyes to see where the land meets the sky. Or as intimate as a switchback mountain
where you can barely see 100 feet down the road where the next corner disappears into mystery.
For most parts of the state, you can experience it all in an afternoon ride.
As I sit at the desk where I seem to spend most of my life, staring at the computer screen, my
mind often wanders to sights and sensations from the past. Like cresting the mountains toward
Tierra Amarilla, where the twisties up lead to even tighter twisties down, but the view suddenly
opens and you can practically see the curvature of the earth. I always stop at the rest area on top
to savor the horizon and feel the cool mountain wind before heading down the other side. Not
only is it a nice break from the corner carving exertion just past and to come, but letting the view
settle inside me helps to keep my attention on the curves where it needs to be, and not drifting
to the mesmerizing scenery popping through the trees on the downhill spin.
Or heading back to the rally in Sipapu from Angel Fire to Taos: the hairpins up to the entrance
of the mountains, heading to the thin air of some of the highest roads in the state. Powering up
the hill and feeling the tires chew on the pavement through the corners, easily blasting past any
four-wheelers that can’t touch the bike’s power uphill or agility in the corners, and finally settling
down into easy curves descending the gradual road from cool wilderness through farmland and
summer houses and finally back to civilization at Taos, the end of the road.
I remember many, many years ago, on my first trip to New Mexico, riding through the mountains

at night toward Chama (not something I’d probably do with the intervening years of wisdom
regarding New Mexico wildlife at night). The sky was so black and the stars so sharp that I had
to stop half way up a mountain just to gape at the sky. I was paranoid the bike would choose that
moment to flake out so I kept it running, but I stood next to that little sewing machine for a long
time wondering at a night darker than anything I could imagine back home in New York, full of so
many stars I couldn’t remember ever experiencing before. It was as close as I’ve come to a truly
religious moment.
There are a lot of riders that choose riding as their religion, not in the “worshipping the deity”
sense but in the “experiencing something greater than yourself” variety. Immersed in the vast
intimacy of nature and the road, or the off-road, meets a deep inner need for many. That’s
certainly why I started riding. And New Mexico’s Enchantment, which is a real thing, becomes as
much a part of the blood as the chile here does. I’ve met very few people who have come here
to hit the big time and become rich, but innumerable people who are so captivated by the place
it becomes irresistable. In my first experience here all those years ago, I knew that this was the
place that I finally fit into.
It was the place I’d been looking for, and by the end of that week I knew it was where I wanted
to root the rest of my life. It’s been a tumultuous trip since then, but I’ve never regretted it. When
life gets too crazy, I can just gear up and get out into the landscape, and a couple of hours later
my mind and body have settled into the beauty of the landscape, the air and the sky, and things
seem right again.
Perfect, just perfect.
David Wilson, editor
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by Jan Sands with help from Amy & Sandy Ballard
Well, maybe it’s Sandy’s Angels. Amy and Sandy Ballard invited me to ride with them after the
annual Glenwood Ice Cream Ride. The goal was to knock off a bunch of the Ride Challenge sites
by taking a Grand Tour of New Mexico. I invited my friend, Denise to join us as she’s always ready
to ride. Sometimes gas stops took a while as Sandy would get questions about riding with three
ladies all on their own bikes. What a concept! He referred to the trip as his “Harem Ride” a couple
of times, but we beat him up and he stopped.
On Sunday we left Glenwood and rode to the Santa Rita mine, City of Rocks State Park and
Rock Hound State Park. We continued on to Alamogordo to get a photo at White Sands National
Monument. Our goal each day was “Don’t violate Happy Hour!” We rode up to Cloudcroft in
quite cool temps. Gorgeous country with views of many mountain homes in the area. As we
descended into the valley towards Artesia, the winds increased. Turning south toward Carlsbad,
the wind whipped us back and forth. By 12:30 pm we were exhausted from battling the strong
winds. Jan called her cousin to come pick us up and drive us into Carlsbad for a late lunch and a
run to the grocery store to restock wine and beer. The wind never let up so we canceled our plans
to ride to Carlsbad Caverns.
The next morning was somewhat calm so we turned north to the Three Rivers Petroglyph Site
and Valley of the Fires Recreation Area. It was at Valley of the Fires that “Sandy’s Angels” made
their debut. We continued northeast to Vaughn. We ate at Penny’s Diner for both dinner and
breakfast the next morning. At the gas station on Wednesday morning, we talked to two guys
who were riding from Texas, who also mentioned the high winds. From Vaughn, we headed to

the Blue Hole in Santa Rosa and watched two young people jump into the 61-degree water after
much hesitation. It was cold, but not too bad as they decided to jump a second time. Ah, youth!
Checking the weather forecast, we wanted to beat rain in Clayton so we high-tailed it there in
spite of more strong winds. Along the way we passed through a beautiful canyon bordering the
Sabinosa Wilderness. We arrived about 3:30 in Clayton and unloaded the bikes for our night’s
stay at the historic Eklund Hotel. Just as we settled in, the skies opened and we watched a huge
downpour with thunder and lightning. Afterwards, a beautiful rainbow graced the sky.
Thursday morning we rode out to Clayton Lake State Park, snapped the obligatory photo
and checked out the dinosaur tracks (very cool!). We continued to Capulin Volcano National
Monument and rode up to the top where we enjoyed the stunning views and stretching our legs
on the hike around the crater rim. A highlight was riding small ranch roads to Raton. We made
our way to Cimarron and enjoyed riding through Eagle Nest, Red River (where we saw Dall sheep
next to the road), and Questa. Continuing north, we rode to the Rio Grande del Norte National
Monument, set up our tents and took a short walk to the river overlook. After a delicious camp
dinner by Amy and Sandy, we made S’mores over the campfire.
Friday morning, Denise took off for Colorado and the three of us headed back to Albuquerque.
My mileage was 1,828 miles, Denise had more with her round-trip miles from Colorado. Thanks
to Amy and Sandy for a most wonderful adventure around New Mexico where we captured 11
Riding Challenge sites; more than half the number needed to win a coveted 2016 Riding Challenge
T-shirt. There’s nothing like a week touring our beautiful state to remind us how lucky we are to
live here.
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ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

We return to Los Lunas for September. Rutilio’s
Restaurant will be expecting us at 8:30 am.
They are at 2350 Main St NE, Los Lunas,
NM 87031. This is at the “Triangle” where

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9-11

THE BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND RALLY

AN

L

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

Highway 47 and Highway 6 meet on the east
side of the river, across from Albertson’s. See
you there!

One of the finest BMW and all-brand
motorcycle rallies in the West. The Rally is
held at the Sipapu Ski & Summer Resort in
the northern New Mexico mountains of the
Carson National Forest, which offers beautiful
views and awesome roads for riding!
We are planning lots of scheduled events,
incliding a special German dinner Saturday
night.
The Sipapu Ski and Summer Resort is
located about 25 miles southeast of Taos on
NM 518. Our rally officially begins on Friday
morning and ends first thing Sunday.
Rally attendees who volunteer to work a
shift will be given the option of staying in the
dorm rooms on the third floor of the lodge,
details at a later date.
We invite anyone interested to do some
off road riding too, there are lots of dual sport
areas available to check out.
Your rally registration fee entitles you to:
Free coffee, tea, and hot chocolate
available in the lodge.
Superb on-site camping.
Door prizes along with grand prizes
awarded Saturday night.
Onsite Vendors.
Green Chili Friday night snack.
German cuisine prepared by authentic
German chef for Saturday night dinner.
Musical entertainment.
Bonfire on Saturday night (maybe even
Friday night)!
Tech sessions.
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Also available on site at Sipapu:
A café and grill featuring tasty sandwiches
and New Mexican cooking.
A convenience store selling gasoline,
beverages, and a limited food selection.
Other restaurants and stores are located in
the nearby towns of Taos, Mora, and Penasco.
If lodging is full at Sipapu, check out Taos
lodging and the Sagebrush Inn.
There are lots of reasons for attending, but
perhaps the best reason of all is the people.
Begin planning for a great weekend with your
kind of people: motorcyclists!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

At The Cafe Fine. Jon had a suggestion from a
member, and he’s all about suggestions from
Club Members on our Lunch Rendezvous.
Jon said, “We were just there in June!” and his
reply was “The Food is soooo gooood and the
ride is soooo gooood .” So go north on 285 just
about N mile north of the I-25 intersection
near El Dorado, east of Santa Fe.
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
September 2016
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

SMRI RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

NATIONAL EVENTS

2016 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
September 24 sponsored by Team R&Sw
October 15 sponsored by Desert Desmo and
Speedin’ Motorsports

THURSDAY-SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6-8

2016 RACE DAYS
September 25
October 16
Contact smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY

Where: Tapoco Lodge
Nearest town: Robbinsville, NC
Reservations: Direct 800.849.2258
The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville) site of our
first 9 or so DGR’s and last year’s rainfest will
again host the 2016 event. Hopefully without
any hurricanes spoiling the fun. The newly
renovated, upscale Tapoco has reserved 20
cabins for our motley group and this year with
cheaper rates. Woohoo! All cabins for 2016
range from $159-219 a night and many will
have new hot tubs for 2016. Be sure to mention
i-BMW group when booking…and don’t forget…
Pirates Lair will be offering your choice of either

Pirates Lair tees or $25 gift cards to anyone
who achieves a “velocity award” while in transit
to or from DGR 2016 If we don’t reward bad
behavior, who else will?? Arrrrrrg.
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19-22

2016 MEXICAN RALLY

from Axel White
One of the big BMW Motoclubs is holding
a joint city rally in Hermosillo for two days
and then two days in Guaymas/San Carlos.
See www.motorradfederacionmexico.com.
They held some great rallies last year in the
Chiapas area and Copper Canyon. Entry is
Pesos 3600 or about USD 200. Right now
the info on the site is in Spanish but I am
sure that English will follow later. Pesos can
easily be sent to the Banorte via your bank
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through a bank transfer. Use Google translate
if you need to. Accommodations are for your
account. There are lots of hotels in both
places. This is not a camping rally. I have
been to a number of these before and they
are a blast. Lots of great food and booze since
they are well sponsored by the big companies
in Mexico.
The good thing about the Sonoran location
is that no paperwork for the bikes is required.
You get a free tourist card at the border since
you will only be in country for seven days. The
only thing you will want to buy is Mexican
bike insurance for the days that you are in
Mexico. I suggest Sanborns.
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MOTORCYCLE CONSUMER NEWS

by Amy Ballard
Publication: Motorcycle Consumer News
Date: Published monthly since 1991
Publisher: Lumina Media
Editor: David Hilgendorf
Focus: Technical information for riders
Why to Read: No advertisements, in-depth
motorcycle reviews, highly technical.
Why not to Read: Currently finding its way
through a publishing transition.
Access: By subscription for home and online
delivery; $44 for 12 issues
I was initially introduced to MCN as a new
motorcycle rider by a friend who would
pass along issues after she read them. It
was different: with its large format, nonglossy presentation, packed with technical
information and no advertisements; it
appealed to my academic desire for serious
content. What I had seen on offer at the

MOA GETAWAYS

grocery store in terms of moto mags didn’t
hold any attraction, so I was pleased to find
a publication of substance. Its stock in trade
is thorough bike comparisons. The staff
members ride and analyze them in detail,
offering individual component and overall
ratings. They also publish an annual summary
of ratings that is fascinating reading.
Other highlights include regular articles on
“Motorcycling Legends”: racers, builders, or
others who have made a name for themselves
in cycling (sometimes even a woman appears
in there!); articles focusing on building riding
skills; reviews of equipment; and letters to
the editor, always with engaging and nonsuperficial responses. Less successful, in
my opinion, are the “Mental Motorcycling”
section, which I find to be too tangential
to actual riding. Also, the “Contact Patch”
section by longtime contributor Fred Rau can
sometimes feel like an overly opinionated
rant, rather than a reasoned discussion of
issues.
So after years of depending on my friend’s
largesse, I finally took the plunge and began
my own subscription about 3 months ago.
Literally the first issue I received was sort of
a mini-me version of the issues I had been
getting. Turns out, my subscription coincided
exactly with a change of publishers, and
the introduction of major changes to the
magazine (for a synopsis of frustrations with
the transition, just search the web). However,
the July issue begins with a letter from the
editor addressing some of these concerns, so
at least they are aware of the situation, and
attempting to assuage reader concerns. I am
keeping my subscription and looking forward
to the evolution.

from Kent Christensen
This fall, the MOA Getaways will support
Motorcycle Relief Project in their effort
to assimilate returning veterans and their
struggles to find normalcy. At each of the
MOA Getaways in Coeur d’ALene, Idaho, St.
George, Utah, Colorado Springs, Colorado,
Black River Falls, Wisconsin, and Marble Falls,
Texas, the MOA will sponsor silent auctions
on Saturday night to benefit Motorcycle
Relief Project. Money raised from the silent
auctions will pay the tuition of returning US
military personnel to participate in Relief
Rides with program sessions that are nothing
short of life changing.
You can help by attending an MOA
Getaway. The MOA’s vendor partners will
have many valuable items up for grabs and
all the proceeds from the auction will be
donated to Motorcycle Relief Project. That’s
not all. The MOA will also designate 5% of
the registration fees from each Getaway to
Motorcycle Relief Project.
MOA members will still have a chance to
win free door prizes. Silent auction items will
be above and beyond any prizes or incentives
already announced, including a chance to
win a free BMW MOA life membership and a
Beach’s Alpine Sampler Tour.
Support our veterans and have some fun
riding with MOA members in the process. Put
an MOA Getaway on your calendar and join the
fun. Fall locations include Colorado Springs,
Coeur d’Alene, Black River Falls, St. George
and Marble Falls. Registration is available for
each location at www.bmwmoa.org under
the “events” tab.

by Keith Ingram
Just wanted to tell of my pleasure while dealing
with the people at Sandia. I have a GTL and
a GSA and while they were purchased from
others, all my service and part needs are met
rather skillfully and quickly at Sandia.
I must thank Drew and Gino in service as
well as Gary in Parts and Brett with sales. I
really don’t remember meeting a motorcycle
or auto sales and service facility with so much
knowledge and friendly personal service as I
receive from the people at Sandia.
I feel I should add John Jordan to this list,
though he’s now a few miles northeast of us
in Michigan, he was the first person I met
at Sandia and set the tone for exceptional,
personal (and friendly) service. Besides, you
gotta love a service manager who converts
his GS into a Supermoto bike. You know this
guy “walks the walk!” I should add Sales
Manager Brett and I have literally almost
swapped paint while atop two BMW’s during
a huge fun and super competitive track day at
Sandia Motorsports Park.
Each of these guys should be teaching a
Masters or Ph.D. program of how to please
and keep a customer with a motorcycle and/or
automotive dealership. Now I must add and be
honest that I have been less than pleased with
a number of quality issues with both my BMW
bikes, however because of the excellent service
and sales leadership of the above mentioned
names, I will continue to ride BMW’s.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to
Hal B, Craig P and Carl from Medicine Wheel
Consultants. We look forward to seeing you
at some of our club shindigs, and in some faroff places riding your motorcycles.
September 2016

The Legendary Shaft

�

A LETTER TO SANDIA BMW
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
David Hudson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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www.ocdcustomcycles.com
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TH E R E AR VI E W
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY!

words and pictures by David Wilson
It was the best of times, it was the wurst of times. The August
Birthday Party, traditionally one of the club’s high points of

the year, hit a new high with a huge crowd and lots of new
members coming out to see what we are all about. And to eat
lots of brats, burgers, and several tables full of delicious food
made by our club’s own culinary experts.
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It was a perfect New Mexico day, and you couldn’t beat the
location. Coming or going, the whole day just asked for more
riding and eating than could possibly fit. Why, that’s just the
right amount!

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 8

