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Keith’s Corner

When Everything Was New

T

he sun is just creeping over the horizon, and the bike is
nearly packed. I snap the saddlebags closed and give the hotel room one last look. I zip the
jacket, click the helmet shut and climb aboard. The K75 fires up and settles quickly into

its vacuum cleaner from space hum. That’s
how it will sound for the next twelve or
fourteen hours as it scrolls through several
states and the better part of a thousand miles.
My body will get tired a lot faster than the
motorcycle will, but my enthusiasm for this

every morning, and came to understand the
anticipation of those who meet it every day. It
is beautiful, refreshing, and for me more rare
than snow in Albuquerque.
I started my journey in New York City as
the culmination of my first five years and
two motorcycles of riding, all with the single
purpose of riding cross country. I hadn’t

new adventure will carry me across most of
the country before stopping to rest.
I have always been a night person, and
greeting the dawn is such a rare thing that I
can remember pretty much every time I’ve
seen it. On that trip over 35 years ago I saw it
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Behind all the clutter on my
desk at work sits the photo of
my K75 just outside of Eagle’s
Nest, from my first trip to New
Mexico. I’ve had that picture
sitting next to me for over 25
years, just a reminder of why I
love New Mexico, and why I love
to ride.

exactly mapped out my route, but rather collected maps of all the states I might pass through so
I could get a general idea of where I might head each day. It was more about going in a direction
and avoiding highways than plotting a course. Back then I was young, energetic, and without a
“real” job to return to. I had weeks wide open to me, the only destination a pit stop in Montana to
visit my family and take a few days’ break from the saddle.
My only goal was experience, and that’s what I set out to do. Speed, riding skill, or being a
better rider were unimportant. I just wanted the road rolling beneath me, big horizons on every
side, whatever weather I found along the way coursing around me. In the eastern states I woke to
fog that rose as the atmosphere warmed, lifted the blanket of moist cool to reveal the landscape
that had been hidden by the night before and the morning mist. It was wondrous.
As the dawn turned to day and the bike hummed down the small roads I pointed it toward, the
sun warmed and turned to steamy heat that encouraged me to abandon most of my gear. I was
still a pretty new rider, young and reckless, so I never really considered riding so far so fast with
no jacket (and eventually no helmet) was dangerous. On the contrary, it was revelatory to feel
all the day’s changes on my skin: the air and the bugs on my face, the screaming wind in my ears
(until I made the next revelatory discovery of ear plugs).
Rain wasn’t a nuisance, but a break from the late summer heat. As I rode more west and the
air got drier, rain became a cleansing wash that cleaned off the bugs and cooled me down, until I
once again dried out. The cool and the heat were just two faces of all the new sensations of long
days on the bike. It was all overwhelmingly sensate.
When I got to Montana and stopped in at my relatives’ house, and they barely knew who I

was. My face was caked with bugs from the day’s helmetless travel through eastern Montana
(they have much bigger, fatter bugs up there than we do in New Mexico). After an immediate
shower I once again became a recognizeable member of my family. It took a while to un-rat the
motorcycle as well, the headlight had some trouble making it through the mat of bugs coating
the front of the bike.
I made the obligatory visit, dreaming all the while of mounting back up and again heading out
on the blue highways. The experience of two wheeled flight was completely addictive. I planned
out vast roundabout detours that turned the 2000 mile return trip to 3000 miles. On the trip out
I’d overcome the butt burn shoulder ache hump and found I could stay on the road from sunup
until after sundown. So I did, day after day, pushing my “vacation” to it’s furthest limit, arriving
home late on the day before I was to return back to work.
But still, as I headed back into Manhatten, my head was the humming with the memory of the
K bike, the wind on my face, the buzz of the tires on the pavement, the sky stretching forever in
every direction, and the keen sense of merging with it all. I became part of the whole thing, and
I never wanted it to end. I craved the road, the longer the trip the better. I immediately started
planning the next year’s trip, longer and more convoluted. I wanted more of the far away places,
the clean dry sparseness of the west, the dirt and the endless flat horizons.
The next trip was to New Mexico, another 2000 mile route that became 5000 miles. To the
place that a few years later would be my ultimate, ideal wmotorcycling home. Alone with the
humming motor, the wind and the dry air, that was all I needed.
David Wilson, editor
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The Birthday Party!

Remember way back when the days were sunny, warm and dry? The trees green? The roads
curvy and beckoning? Well, that was way back in August, the season of riding and … the club
Birthday Party. There were wonderful roads leading into the woods, and when you arrived there
were friends and food and all the best things the club is about.
We’re getting close to thirty years now, which is reason enough to celebrate. As if reason
were needed to ride a motorcycle and eat lots of food. We’re on a first name basis with the
Park Service for the Oak Flats picnic area on South 14, we’ve been celebrating there for a long
time. I remember occasions in the distant past where parties like these (including the blowout
Christmas Party) were held at club members’ houses, but the enthusiastic crowds of riders and
eaters have long since outnumbered the capacity of even the extravagantly roomy homes we
used to frequent.
The Birthday Party is one of those events that brings members from all over the state.
It’s one of our legendary events, the kind that makes the small entry fee to LOE BMW R

so much more than worthwhile. The picnic
embodies the spirit and friendship of our
group, everybody pitching in with food and
assistance to make sure all are included and
having a great time.
Of course, it helps that it happens during
August in New Mexico, the prime time to
ride on some of the best riding roads of the
American Southwest.
The picnic shows why we are one of the
premier BMW clubs in the country. We work
together, make sure everybody is part of the
story, and that we all are part of our success.
December 2015
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

LO E B MW R N E WS

DECEMBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

If things look iffy, check out the Message
Board for the latest breaking news.
SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 19

VICTORY UNVEILS PROJECT
156-BASED PRODUCTION ENGINE
IN CONCEPT BIKE

THE CHRISTMAS
PARTY

The Bavarian Mountain
Weekend, the Progressive
Breakfast
and
the
Christmas Party. Those
are the big three club
events, so don’t miss this
last blowout of the year.
Trombino’s on Academy
NE is back by popular
demand. Doors open at 11
am with a buffet spread
and cash bar. More info will follow once the
menu is set. It was a great venue last year,
with the entire restaurant to ourselves. Please
RSVP.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Don’t fret about getting saddle sore this
Sunday because we’ll meet at Rutilio’s in
Belen: 455 Main St. at 8am.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Grandma’s on South Broadway at 11:30 am.
We know they have great food, and it is close
enough that weather shouldn’t be a big factor.
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by Evans Brasfield, motorcycles.com
When Victory Motorcycles announced in
mid-October that it would reveal a new
motorcycle at EICMA 2015, riders who
follow Victory and its parent company,
Polaris, knew that the bike would most likely
be the production result of the company’s
Project 156 Pikes Peak racing effort from
this past summer. Well, they/we were right
– and wrong. While the new engine displayed
by Victory today is the production version
of the Project 156 effort that will power a
future 1200cc class motorcycle and “deliver
the strongest power and performance in its
class,” the bike is said to be just a concept.
Still, the question remains: Exactly how far
along is this concept?
What Victory will let us know about the
engine is that the basic architecture of the
engine is the same as the one use in Project
156, utilizing the same crankcase, v-angle,
rotating bottom-end, transmission and clutch
set-up. Victory will also kindly informed us
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
December 2015
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

Motorcycles General Manager Rod Krois.
“This engine platform, which uses designs
from other Polaris products having sold over
200,000 engines, will deliver on the promise
of modern American muscle that is in the
DNA of every current and future product we
sell. Victory will continue to aggressively plot
a new course for itself and where an American

(Continued from page 4)
that it uses DOHC (with presumably four
valves per cylinder) and is liquid-cooled,
but we have eyes and already know this.
Although Victory hadn’t previously stated
it, common assumption was that the engine
is a repurposed and updated Indian Scout
engine, and Victory has finally confirmed that
the engine is derived from within the Polaris
family:
“Project 156 is a purpose built racer that
took our engine design to one of the most
challenging races on the planet – it was a
proving ground like no other that set the
bar very high for our team,” says Victory

motorcycle brand can go.”
Still, there still might be some surprises
hidden away that we’ll learn from the
manufacturer in the upcoming months
timeframe that Victory has said it will release
more information. Without even looking
at the calendar, we know that would put
it around Daytona Bike Week season, and
December 2015
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Victory has publicly stated “this new engine
will power a new model to be released in
2016.” Perhaps we should start booking our
plane tickets, now.
The concept motorcycle itself was built
by Switzerland-based builder Urs Erbacher
who is well-known and respected within the
Euro custom motorcycle community and is a
multi-time drag racing champion. While the
choice of a European builder might seem odd
for an American motorcycle manufacturer,
Victory had a plan behind the selection. “We
knew any production version of the Project
156 race motor would be a great centerpiece
in any American bike, but we wanted to see
a European take on the design for EICMA. So,
we sought out Urs Erbacher to see his vision,”
explains Gary Gray, Director Motorcycle
Product. “In the end I think we have a concept
bike that both American and European
consumers can get excited about.”

The bike itself, dubbed the “Victory
Ignition Concept,” is an aggressive piece
of machinery that reflects Erbaeher’s drag
racing background and was built at his shop,
Fat Attack Custom Bikes AG. The lines
swoop rearward from the flat bar through
the solo seat to a curvaceous abbreviated
fender. Naturally, the engine is the jewel in
this setting with a sexy, hand-built exhaust
embracing the V-Twin’s cylinders.
MO Man on the Ground at EICMA (also
known as E-i-C) Duke did some snooping
around the Ignition Concept and says, “Note
the frame, a cast aluminum piece, which is
something no custom builder can do, certainly
not in the three weeks Urs had to work on it.
So, the die is cast, pun intended!” A close look
at the frame also shows a family resemblance
to how the Indian Scout’s radiator shroud
integrates with the frame at its connection to
the steering head, but it does not look to be

the same unit. So, where did this frame come
from? No other Victory has one like it. Hmm…
While inverted forks have been on Victorys
ranging from the company’s first muscle bike,
the Hammer, to the entire current baggers line,
none have been as beefy or purposeful-looking
as those on the Ignition Concept. Duke has
also informed us that Victory representatives
hinted that the production version would not
include the sexy Brembo brakes. The wheels
and the Metzeler Racetec tires look the part
on this in-your-face machine.
We will be looking forward to Victory’s
further announcements about the upcoming
model based on the Victory Ignition Concept
and the new engine. Until then, we can only
consider these photos – and not so patiently
wait.

Owners are asked to hand their helmet in at
an authorised BMW dealership. Regardless of
the age of the helmet, the relevant model can
be exchanged for another BMW Motorrad
helmet or another BMW Motorrad product
of equal value.
The helmets in question can be identified
by the eight-digit number to be found on the
label on the chin strap. Only helmets with the
ID 059241/P are affected.
No other BMW Motorrad helmets (e.g.
“System helmet”, “Race” and “Enduro”) are
affected by this campaign.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to
Kenneth M. and Robert B. We look forward to
seeing you at some of our club shindigs, and
in some far-off places riding your motorcycles.
December 2015

The Legendary Shaft

�

BMW SPORT HELMET RECALL:
THERE IS NO SAFETY RISK
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIRS
Gary Cade, RJ Mirabal
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

December 2015

The Legendary Shaft

�

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W

From the motorcycle world, the varieties of
rides are astounding. However, most of us
live a few levels lower than the multi-owners
of motorcycles, the Jay Leno-types, reside. In
other words, we “mere mortals” can’t afford
to own hundreds of rides.
We have to be more discriminating in
our bike choice, simply because we can’t
afford the mistake of purchasing the wrong
bike. We read, ride, evaluate, investigate and
even guess what bike will be the ultimate
motorcycle for us.
Our favorite BMW store helps make
the choice somewhat easier, with demo
rides, brochures and videos to explain the
uniqueness of each bike. The funny part is

we’re always BMW riders first and foremost,
right? We make our choice and are convinced
this is the BMW for us, forever.
But, are we sure? Never a twinge of jealousy
over your buddy’s GTL, RT, GS or GSA?
Surely you’ve read the ultimate Top 10
list, with “Thou shall not covet thy neighbors
wife” being one. However it didn’t say a word
about his or her BMW. Now I don’t know
about you, but I rarely ride anywhere that I
don’t see another bike I’d love to have. I must
admit, however, my lust does have its limits. I
haven’t been tempted by any form of cruiser.
My DNA is geared to the bikes which stretch
your arms with performance, exceptional
lean angle, sky high RPM numbers and Arrest
Me Now! speed capabilities. Sorry cruiser
boys, I’ll watch you in the mirrors for the few
seconds you remain in sight, and then smile
as you fade into the distance.
When experiencing desire, the myriad of
other bikes would tempt anyone who still
has a heartbeat. Our desire to ride the best
is always challenged. Want an example? The
GS has been the adventure bike, but time
marches on. For the past several decades,
the GS had no peers. Now suddenly the ”T”
word rears its head: technology happens. We
air cooled riders were always smug in the
thought there was a no superior off road ride
than our beloved Gs or GSA’s.
Until we heard rumors of a replacement
for our steed of choice: the air cooled GS with
a water cooled GS and GSA Adventure bikes.
Surely the rumors were just that. A John
Deer Tractor has water pumped thoughout
its engine, but surely the rumors were false.

KEITH’S CORNER
THE PERFECT BIKE

by Keith Ingram

We held our breath, hoping against hope that
the traditional air cooled GS and GSA would
remain unmolested.
But change happens. The water cooled GS
appeared. The Benedict Arnold of adventure
bikes. We scorned it, placed hexes on its
future, we laughed and last of all, we rode it.
On the return trip, we searched for negatives
and were in great pain. For, for … we loved the
bike! We weren’t just impressed – oh no, we
were blown away by the new water cooled
GS performance, handling and quickness.
A new form of bike lust was created. Not
content to have but one target of change with
the water cooled GS, we drew our battle lines.
What would the Bavarian boys do next? They
created an even more heretic inspired nontraditionalism by taking our beloved RT’s and
making them water cooled as well! Now the
earth really shook. The problem was made
even more disturbing when we rode either
the water cooled GS or RT. How can I say
this? When we rode the new bikes, it was like
discovering, after all these years, our parents
were right.
Our BMW bike still remained sacred, for
the GTL and GS still had the cylinders sticking
out sideways, the way God intended.
But what could we say? The GT and GTL
were so new. We didn’t know if we should
protest and avoid it, or carefully inspect and
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sit atop it. Fighting our fear, sitting on the bike,
we hit the starter button, quaked in our boots
and s-l-o-w-l-y engaged the clutch lever. As
if the bike were attached to an aircraft carrier,
the clutch became a launch device. In nanoseconds, we were almost flying. No words
were proper.
We realized we had just reached the Zenith,
the Pinnacle, the Ultimate of quick, speedy,
comfortable, delicious sounding motorcycle
in the GT and GTL. But problems still existed.
If you were riding your GTL with GS riding
friends, you may pity the adventure set. The
beautiful, smooth tarmac carried you into a
symphony of curves, until … the road ended
and became a rugged, sandy, rock strewn
stream crossing. Just as quickly your GTL’s
thrill and road killing ability is neutered.
Of course the lust starts over again, for
the GTL just isn’t designed as an adventure
bike. The only way to control this unending
bike lust is to have one of each BMW.
I’m certain the local BMW store will
heartily agree with me.
Isn’t the feeling of always wanting more
and different types of motorcycle adventures
wonderful? The alternative is to sit home,
take no risks, receive zero thrills and slowly
rust into oblivion.
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