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Be Careful with What You Can’t See

T

h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h e w i n dy s e a s o n i s u p o n u s , w i t h a ll t h e d u s t a n d
pollen hazing our southwestern vistas and kicking up everybody’s allergies so that they
feel like they finally got that flu they avoided all winter.

I started thinking about that invisible aspect
of riding that is so integral to the experience.
“So what is so compelling about the wind and
the human animal?” I wondered. I see some
very weird dynamics going on here.
Wind has a profound effect on people.

and the more wind there is the less control
there seems to be.
I’ve also observed that it’s not just me that
experiences this. Drivers on windy days seem
extra aggressive, or extra inattentive. It’s like
the spring wind blows the brains out of their
heads, or we’re having a season-long full
moon. I’ve had a lot more miscommunication

For myself, when the wind whips up I get a
kind of crazy anxiety inside of me. It’s like my
inner ear gets mixed up or something, and
my physical and emotional balance becomes
precarious, along with good judgement. I get
the feeling that things aren’t quite in control,
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Left to right: What you see on the road (maybe, it’s even less visible than it appears). Shine a little
light on it, and voilá, you’re busted!

THINGS AREN’T
QUITE IN CONTROL,
AND THE MORE
WIND THERE
IS THE LESS
CONTROL THERE
SEEMS TO BE

MORE INVISIBLE TROUBLE

on heavy wind days, the brain scrambling makes it
harder to put coherent sentences together. Well okay,
coherent sentences are always a problem for me, but
in the spring it becomes even more difficult. When the
wind dies down, so does the erratic driving (a bit), and I
can once again understand and be understood.
Many of us use the motorcycle to find a peace of mind
we don’t have in everyday life. Getting out on the road is
exciting and calming at the same time. For many it’s a
kind of meditation, even though on a bike there is pretty
much nothing but wind. So why doesn’t riding make
people crazy all the time? On many bikes the entire trip
is like a constant, controlled hurricane. When I’m on the
road the air is usually zipping past at about 70 mph, and
I’m thinking a headwind should multiply the effect. But
even without a helmet and ear protection to dull the roar the riding experience is seldom agitating
in itself.
So what is it about the wind that gets inside people, even when they’re inside their vehicles
and homes, to make such craziness? I don’t have an answer, other than to recognize the hazard
and make accomodations for it. At least being aware will help make riding safer, knowing that if
the wind is blasting the ride will be rougher and others on the road are apt to be disoriented. So
as they used to say on Hill Street Blues (and here I date myself): “Be careful out there.”

In my day job as a graphic designer, my work has gravitated more and more to vehicle graphics.
And the office’s bread and butter these days is the innumerable fleets of New Mexico official
vehicles. So I can tell you more than you want to know about what the Commander of the La
Huerta Fire Department drives around in, and the State Police Crime Scene Unit that seems to
be on the news all the time is the creation of yours truly.
A new trend I’ve seen more and more of is what they are calling “Ghost” or “Stealth” graphics.
Basically, it is printing on black reflective material so that when it is applied to a police car it is
invisible until light shines on it. The example above is fairly typical of the wagon more and more
departments are jumping onto, though there have been plenty that are even more subtle than
this, and are virtually invisible until seen in just the right light.
I suspect this is a gray area between “marked” and “unmarked” vehicles, which fits the
requirement that most vehicles are labeled while still providing the surprise element of an
unmarked car. I remember APD getting in trouble a while back using totally unmarked impounded
cars, so this is the current workaround. So far they are mostly the same cars commonly used as
official units: Taurus Interceptor and Charger models, and they are mostly black. But not all of
them. The best advice is to keep an eye out for those models in black, vehicles with spotlights or
extra antennae on the roof, or government plates.
I’ve also seen some “minimalist” graphics, not really shields or official labeling but more
abstract shapes suggesting the officiality of the vehicle. The verdict still seems to be out on
whether that idea will fly. So, as I said, “Be careful out there.”
David Wilson, editor
April 2014
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SOMETHING WICKER
THIS WAY COMES

At Dawn’s one Sunday near the
end of February Eurobiker spotted
an unusual addition to the classic
bikes (like this old Indian) on display.
Steve helped model the most wicker
one of all. Careful on the corners
with those tires!

1
6

B R E A K FA ST AT T H E

5 Our food, while good, did take a while to get to us. We later
learned that the gas grill went out mid stream.
6 
No matter, it all ends up here anyway....
7 Our wait staff of Jessie, Mia and Alie did a great job, despite the delay.
8 
There were plenty of “customized” bikes on display. Hanging from the rafters was a Kawasaki
KZ650 cafe.
9 
And this wrench bobber special. You can tell its a late 70’s Suzuki GS 850 or 1000 from the
round valve cover ends.
There were lots of cool Petroliana items as well. I’d give the Shade tree a try, if you’re in the
neighborhood.

Shade Tree

by Eurobiker
1 Well, despite the moist weather, we had a good turnout of 17.
2 Ample parking was available, right on Rt. 66.
3 A wide variety of beverages were at hand, but we kept ours to coffee and water.
4 
And while I’ve put peanuts in my coke as a kid, I never heard of adding onions to it. Anyone
else? Dan swears its the bomb!
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

APRIL
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SATURDAY, APRIL 5

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

We’ll be showing off our newly remodeled
showroom and unveiling several of BMW’s
new models for 2014. We will also have BMW
Motorrad Ambassador Nate Kern on hand to
give a technical presentation on the S1000RR
and HP4 Superbikes.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
TUESDAY, APRIL 1

RALLY COMMITTEE MEETING

The great club event continues its planning.
Volunteer to be a part of what supports our
club. We eat at 6 pm, the meeting starts at
6:30. At Susie’s. Contact Rally Chair Gary C for
info and map if needed at rally@loebmwr.org

SANDIA BMW OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, APRIL 6

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Just outside Santa Fe at Cafe Fina, where I-25
passes over highway 285. If you want to join
up at Dawn’s and head north as a group, be
there at 7am. They are expecting us between
8:30 and 9. We will take 14 north thru Madrid
then toward Galisteo and on to highway 285.
SUNDAY, APRIL 6

SANDIA BMW TRACK DAY

At NAPA Speedway
at the top of 9 Mile
Hill. High speed
starts at 7:30 am.
We have tickets
on sale now at
the Sandia BMW
Parts counter. Nate Kern will be our special
host with some more, not to miss, technical
information.
SATURDAY, APRIL 26

SPRING BUSINESS CLUB MEETING

We have all sorts of important things to
discuss and share with members, but you
won’t know what they are unless you come!
Plan on being there with Eric and his crew
at Sandia BMW as our hosts for breakfast
goodies and … coffee! If the meeting’s not
exciting, you can drool over new and used

bikes and BMW swag! See you there for the
meeting starting at 9:30 am.
SUNDAY, APRIL 27
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Let’s do a Dirt Road Ride to celebrate Jon’s
twentieth anniversary of his 32nd birthday!
We will meet at the gas station at the
Jemez Visitor Center on Highway 4 at 10 am,
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JON’S DIRTY BIRTHDAY RIDE

THE WATERMELON
MOUNTAIN JUG BAND
The world famous band features our
own Gary Oleson playing one string for
all it’s worth!
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APRIL 27

O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4–7 pm
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MOTHER’S DAY AT
O’NIELL’S PUB
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MAY 11

Nob Hill, 4310 Central SE, 4–7 pm

O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4–7 pm
AUGUST 31

O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4–7 pm
SEPTEMBER 20

3RD ANNUAL SANDIA SCOOT
10K AND 5K RUN (sponsored by
Ability Connection New Mexico)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
April 2014
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Barnett BMW Motorcycles of El Paso
8229 BURNHAM RD
EL PASO, TX 79907-1524
915-592-6599

6001 Pan American Freeway NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

so you can go to Millie’s for breakfast and still
make the Dirty Ride.
We will go north on 4 to 485 heading for
the Gilman Tunnels and 20 miles of dirt road
on 376 to 126 east, which is paved. At the Y
intersection of 126 and 4 is a restaurant for
lunch, if it is open. If it is not open there is
a small convenience store for snacks. Then
north on 4 to the Valles Caldera, where we will
stop and see the elk, not the cows. Backtrack
a few miles on 4 and we will turn left on dirt
road 136 for about 20 miles. 136 becomes
paved 290 which runs by the Ponderosa
Winery where we can stop for a small taste.
Then back to 4, and ride home.
Jon’s Dirty Birthday Ride looks like about
90 miles from the Jemez Center and back to
the Jemez Center. With about 40 miles of

Dirt Roads, that will be okay on a big GS-type
bike. Jon will have maps at the start, and if
more than 6 Riders show up we will break
down into smaller groups, but will meet at
each of the stops. There is no gas along this
ride, and only one store so bring water and
snacks.
Happy Birthday to Jon!

breakfast and lunch will be served, and a new
motorcycle will be given away, in addition to
other door prizes. Plus, you get to ride through
red lights escorted by the police! There is no
fee to ride, but a minimum $40 donation
per bike is encouraged. For information and
registration call 800-253-6530 or go to
rideforkids.org

SUNDAY, APRIL 27

SUNDAY, MAY 4

RIDE FOR KIDS

Registration for this annual event goes from
8-9:30 am at the Mesa del Sol Soccer Fields/
Hard Rock Cafe Pavilion (formerly the Journal
Pavilion). The parade ride starts at 10 sharp.
This charity ride raises funds and awareness
for the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation,
and has raised over $73 million to date. Light

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check out the Message Board for the time
and place, or stay tuned for the next issue…
FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MAY 9-10

THE FIRST MILK SHAKE RIDE

OK, so what do you have when ice cream
melts? Milk Shake! First, I think the entire club

Continued on next page
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owes Robert K and his assistant, Steve M a big
“Thank you!” for hosting the Ice Cream Ride for
all those years. Some of our best memories
of club rides and camaraderie were made on
an Ice Cream Ride. However, the weather and
weekend in Glenwood is still a great time to
have a nice, laid-back time with fellow riders
and enthusiasts.
Same place, same time, but different motel.
Make room reservations at the Whitewater
Motel (call: 575-539-2581. You have to call to
make reservation; however, see info at: http://
whitewatermotel.com/) or Los Olmos Guest
Ranch, http://www.thelosolmosranch.com
(or call 575.539.2213). A variety of cabins
(beds for two people) are available starting
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at $60 per night. The Los Olmos has a guest
kitchen, covered porch for gathering and a
fire pit which will make it the focal point of
the evenings, etc. in place of the Crab Tree.
See you there!
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 15-18

OVERLAND EXPO, FLAGSTAFF, AZ

from Susie
I have negotiated a 15% discount for club
members, contact roseann@overlandexpo.
com mention the LOE BMW R discount. You
can also get a 15% discount if you sign up
for two day passes. You can tent for free, or
submit your name for a RV spot. We have a
group that has requested spots together, so
you can request that also.
They have courses for dual sport bikes also.
I’ll be going up on Friday with my RV if
anyone would like me to take items for them.
OverlandExpo.com, Facebook/OverlandExpo,
Twitter@overlandexpo

NATIONAL EVENTS
APRIL 5-14

I-BMW TEXAS HILL COUNTRY
GATHERING

Pre-Rally in Terlingua, April 5-8. Rooms at
the El Dorado Motel, 432-371-2111.
Hill Country Rally in Hunt, April 8-11.
Rooms at the River Inn Resort, approximately
7 miles west of Hunt, 800-841-0501.
Post-Rally MotoGP in Austin, April 11-14.
For further details check the official thread
at I-BMW.com … and don’t forget … Pirates
Lair will be offering your choice of either
Pirates Lair Plundering hats, Pirates Lair tees,
or $25 gift cards to anyone who achieves a
“velocity award” while in transit to or from or
at the rally itself.

LO E B MW R N E WS

MAY 1-4

I-BMW.COM BLUE RIDGE
PARKWAY RALLY

At the Wattstull Inn, just north of Buchanan,
Virginia. Call Wattstull Inn for reservations at
540-254-1551 and mention the i-bmw group.
Specify room type: single, double or king.
Rooms are $70 per night plus tax.
MAY 29–JUNE 1

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY

Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL
The next BMW Riders Association rally will
be held at the moto fantasy land
Barber Motorsports Park, outside of
Birmingham, Alabama: vintage museum,
racetrack, landscaped and glorious outdoor
art gallery. The BMW Riders Association
2014 National Rally will be held at a moto
destination like none other. Grand scale riding,
great weather, good food and drink, grassy and
comfortable camping, luxury rooms available
close by, Barber is the perfect rally site.
This would be a great club ride. We need a
couple of volunteers to coordinate this. Come on,
riders, let’s do it!
Chances are good Keith Code’s California
Superbike School might be at Barber the same
weekend as our rally. Check the RA website
and in the pages of OTL for details. Sign up
and pay for the school separately, as the RA
has no affiliation with CSS.
Your rally admission includes unlimited
access to the Barber Vintage Museum
along with behind the scene tours of the
museum, and exclusive parade laps on
the track, on your bike. Road maestro Ian
Schmeisser is returning as our GS event
coordinator. Mark your calendars for what
will be a momentous rally. Also, like the
RA on Facebook at “2014 BMW RA Barber
Rally.” Visit their web site: http://bmwra.org/
rally/2014-bmw-ra-national-rally

This may be as close as you’ll ever get to a
“Tron” ride. Photo from Lotus Motorcycles.

‘TRON’ DESIGNER CREATES
LOTUS MOTORCYCLE

by Amanda Kooser, cnet.com
It’s a simple equation. You watch “Tron” and
you want a Light Cycle. But you can’t have a
Light Cycle, because they don’t really exist.
You can, however, have an upcoming Lotus
C-01 motorcycle, which has “Tron: Legacy”
designer Daniel Simon’s fingerprints all over it.
The clean lines, low riding position,
and silhouette of the C-01 are definitely
reminiscent of the “Tron” bikes. Instead of
glowing blue, it has gold-painted accents, but
you could always repaint it to get closer to the
“Tron” look through a customization service
that will be offered for the machines.
Though the C-01 is badged as a Lotus (the
first with that distinction), the carmaker did not
design, engineer, or produce the motorcycle.
It’s actually made by Kodewa Performance
Motorcycles. A 200-horsepower prototype

NEW MEMBERS

This month we welcome new members
Robert P, Reiner M and Jack A. Come out
and ride!
April 2014
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has been tested. Only 100 production bikes
will be offered. Pricing is expected to be
around $140,000.
“We have worked hard to create a
motorcycle with very distinctive features
such as a clean main body, an extremely low
side profile, a bold stance, a unique air intake,
logical partline solutions and clean graphics,”
says Simon.
Simon’s geeky vehicle concept design
credentials also include work for “Captain
America: The First Avenger” and the creation
of the Bubbleship for the Tom Cruise sci-fi
film “Oblivion.” In my dreams, Simon’s next
project is a collaboration with Huffy to design
a “Tron”-like bicycle anyone can afford.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W
Your Exclusive Riding Challenge Map!
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