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Just A Moment…

I

wa s in pj ’s triumph with christm a s mone y burning a hole in my p ocke t
when gary walked in . i didn ’t bu y any thing , but spent an hour talking
about bikes and holidays and enjoying une xpec ted time with my friend.

My life these days is scheduled so tightly that
free time is my most valuable commodity.
Being able to unexpectedly have a few
moments to share with a good friend is a
rare gift that I don’t take for granted. The
momentary connections I am able to share

my friends come from, and why they are my
friends.
Many of my best New Mexico friends
are members of the LOE BMW R. In fact I
have long found motorcycle clubs one of my
best sources of supportive, nonjudgemental
friendships. Even though we are such different
people, the bond of riding is so strong that

during these busy times keep me in touch
with riding, as well as people who are
important to me.
Unexpectedly running into a friend isn’t
something that happens to me very often,
and when it does it reminds me of where

Continued on page 2
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David shoots David at the Christmas Party. Not a bad
photographer for three years old!
almost every ideology or opinion (except about motorcycles) takes a back seat to the fact that
we are both passionate about riding.
Even with all the sparring between riding types and styles, I can still walk up to virtually anybody
with a motorcycle and strike up a conversation. The first time I realized that, so many years ago,
was literally a life changing experience. I’m not much of a social butterfly, and am drawn far more
to the solitary aspects of riding than the community part, but there is a personal expansiveness
with motorcycling that makes nearly all other riders friends I haven’t yet met. That’s important for
a hermit like me. To be able to walk up to a complete stranger at Dawn’s on Sunday, or at a rest
stop along the highway, and strike up a conversation gives me a sense of freedom that no other
social experience ever has. The shared, exclusive experience of riding creates a bridge across
personalities that connects me to people I would otherwise never have anything to do with.
Riding a motorcycle is by nature a solitary activity. Belonging to a club is by nature a
community activity. I have always found it a bit amazing that such an individual sport creates
such a strong community even among its most dissimilar members. I have found that, on the
whole, motorcyclists are far more able to accept people as they are than the population as a
whole. That’s really saying something, since bikers are by nature a pretty idiosyncratic bunch.
I wonder if participating in a sport that is by its very character dangerous forces us to see, and
even celebrate, parts of ourselves that most people would rather avoid.
I’ve always known I’m quirky, but as a biker I can express that with other quirky bikers, and
in the process learn more about myself and create deeper connections with others. Status quo
is generally not part of the definition of a motorcyclist. It seems to me that the “riders” seeking
conformity among their ranks aren’t real riders anyway, but posers hoping to absorb some of the

The Sandia BMW New Year’s
Tent Sale: bikes on sale, free
food and old friends. What
better way to start a new year?
cachet of bikerhood without
taking any of the personal risks.
The relationships I’ve built
in the club are based on years
of gradually getting to know
people, and learning to trust
them enough to let them know
me. It takes time and work, but
is based on the passion and enjoyment we share in our sport. The personal parts I reveal of
myself come in small bits between talk of engines and roads and farkles. It’s work that is also
fun, can result in meeting my best friend in a store by accident, and spending an hour sharing our
thoughts and opinions with each other. A relationship built moment by moment.
David Wilson, editor
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The Christmas Party
story by David Hudson and David Wilson
photos from above by David Wilson, photos from below by David Sky
On December 8 the weather was still relatively warm, bringing the bikes out to the year-end
holiday bash. As last year, it was held at Ezra’s restaurant, the only gourmet eatery I’ve ever
seen in the back of a bowling alley. Much eating and reminiscing over the concluding motorcycle
season was had. The Riding Challenge awards included an amazing array of people taking their
bikes incredible distances in the pursuit of, well, of riding incredible distances.
The Riding Challenge Results
5th place went to Steve Woodward and his wife from Deming. They traveled 18,120 miles on an
‘09 R1200RT, 3,734 miles on an ‘00 R1150GS, 7,100 saloon miles and got a bonus for doing it all
on BMW motorcycles. In total they racked up 29,954 miles,
4th place was Don Cameron, also of Deming. Don went 25,974 miles on his ‘12 Gold Wing,
1,794 miles on a ‘88 K75C, 8,064 miles on a ‘12 G650 single, 13 miles on an ‘09 R1200GS, plus
5,500 saloon miles for a total of 41,345 miles.
Jeffery Foster of Albuquerque took 3rd, with 19,941 miles on his ‘06 R1200GS, 5,679 miles on
January 2013
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a combination of five Harleys and two Triumph Tigers as part of his Eagle Rider Recovery trips,
plus 16,100 saloon mile for a total of 41,720 miles.
Jack Dannenberg from Albuquerque got 2nd, with 3,836 miles on his ‘06 R1200RT, 3,775
miles on his ‘12 Triumph 800 Tiger, 16,254
miles on another ‘12 Tiger, 3,900 miles on
his Eagle Rider Recovery trips, plus 16,100
saloon miles for a total of 43,865.
1st place went to Rex LaGalley of
Albuquerque. He put 53,853 miles on his
‘12 Harley FLH, plus 16,100 saloon miles for
a whopping total of 69,641 miles. Rex made
no comments on this ride, but you could tell
from the photos taken in the saloons that
he was having a great time. President David
asked him why he had not taken a more
dependable bike? Or how could he possibly
Wrapping Up the Wrap Up
think a big heavy bike driven by rubber bands
So in the end the party was as much about riding as it was about eating. But it was
President David and Rex LaGalley
could possibly be reliable enough to make a
mostly about wishing well to all of our friends in the club, enjoying the past riding
trip of this length? You might ask what is Rex’s
season and looking forward to the next. Which, happily for us in the Southwest,
secret to riding long distances? “Payday candy bars, Cliff bars and lots of water while gassing up
begins almost immediately at February’s Progressive Breakfast. And will again involved a little bit
his bike, then it’s back on the road.”
of riding and a whole lot of eating, along with a big bit of storytelling. Stay tuned…
January 2013
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LOE B MW R C ale n dar
General Calendar Info
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

January
i-BMW 2013 Events

Sunday, January 6

Traveling Breakfast

1st Annual i-BMW
Rocky Mountain Rally

Sunday, February 3

The 2012 football season in full swing can
only mean two things to us die hard motorcycle riders…breaking out the cold weather
riding gear and beginning the season with our
traditional Progressive Breakfast, coinciding
with the Super Bowl. To this end the club is
looking for a few members to host this event.
Tom V has volunteered his home as the third
stop so we are in need of the first two stops.
The club pays for all the food and beverages
and provides all the customers. You will be
rewarded with leftovers and plenty of thanks
from all the freeloaders. Post your reply on
the Message Board or contact David Hudson
at 890-8972 or cdavidhudson@yahoo.com.

Quality Inn of Gunnison‚ in Gunnison,
Colorado, reservations 970-641-1237. Make
your reservations early, and mention that you
are with the BMW Motorcycle Group in order
to get the special rate of $95 plus tax per
night. Most of the rooms have two queensized beds, but there are also some available
with one king or one queen. A hot breakfast
is included.

6th Annual i-BMW
Sierra Goldrush Rally

Creekside Lodge in Markleeville, California.
The entire lodge is reserved for our group.
Call Jeannie at the Creekside Lodge, 530694-2229, and identify yourself as a member
of the I-BMW group.
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Sept 6th-10th, 2013

Febr u a r y
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October 3-6th, 2013

14th Annual i-BMW
Deals Gap Rally

Fontana Village Resort near Robbinsville, NC.
Reservations at 800-849-2258. 20 lodge
rooms with 2 queen beds: $85; 6 2br cabins
with 1 queen and 2 twin beds/kitchen: $120.
Mention i-bmw group when booking.
Note: i-bmw.com is not an official sponsor
of any posted events. Event participation is the
sole responsibility of the attendee. You and
you alone are responsible for your own safety.
Ride within your own ability. It’s called.. “personal responsibility.”

Note Concerning the Calendar
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
January 2013
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July 14 through July 17, 2013

8 am, 66 Diner (in the back “garage” room),
1405 Central Ave NE. Park in the rear so you
can watch your bike if desired.
We need a place for the March Traveling
Breakfast because by that time we will
have digested all of our portions from the
Progressive Breakfast of February 3. Your
suggestions please.

Progressive Breakfast
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WELCOME TO THE MOUNTAINTOP OF MOTORCYCLES.
With the most compact and fuel-efficient inline six-cylinder production motorcycle engine ever built, innovative features like Adaptive Headlights
and its groundbreaking Duolever front suspension, the new BMW K1600 GTL truly is taking touring bikes to a whole new level.
To see the new 2012 K1600 GTL and for
special offers, visit:

LOE B MW R N e ws
“Characters”

by Sydney Clinton Holt
I have a talent, or maybe a penchant, for
meeting what I call “Characters”.  
About two years ago I was riding my 1987
BMW K100RT, from the Angel Fire, New
Mexico area toward Santa Rosa. I took the
back road to Mora then turned southwest to
Las Vegas.
It was getting late but I decided to push on
to Santa Rosa. On the south side of Las Vegas I
stopped at a convenience store for something
I could carry with me. As I pulled off the road
I noticed a Harley Davidson parked in front of

the store. The street was very rough so I rode
on past the entrance and parked about fifty
feet away. I removed my helmet and gloves
and walked toward the parked Harley.
It was not your run-of-the mill Harley. It
was an old Harley. What I would call a “Rat
Bike.” It had hard cases and a shelf bolted
on the rear fender with a bag tied to it. The
saddlebags were plastic or fiberglass and
had white lettering all over them. A lot of the
lettering did not make sense to me, just a lot
of numbers. Lettering that I could read said
something like: “Gold Wings and BMW’s, eat
your hearts out. 250,000 miles”.
I walked into the store and to the cold
drink coolers. Standing at the checkout

counter was a tall guy with boots, black jeans,
a leather jacket and a jeans jacket, without
sleeves, over that. On the back of the jacket
was words to the effect that he was a member
of the Minnesota House of Representatives.
I paid for my drink and walked outside to
where he was getting ready to leave. I walked
around the Harley and asked him what all
the lettering on the bags meant. He seemed
a little confused. Maybe it was because I
was wearing an Aerostitch suit and boots
but did not have a helmet or doorag and he
did not see a motorcycle. He then saw the
BMW sitting on the edge of the parking lot
and asked what it was. When I told him it was
a BMW he seemed even more reluctant to

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-494-7841
santafebmwmotorcycles.com

explain what all the lettering meant.
I asked the gentleman things like: what
year the Harley was, and how many miles it
had on it. He did not answer the last question.
I then asked him how many times the engine
had been overhauled. He then refused to
answer any questions and said that he had to
be in Phoenix, Arizona before morning. It was
almost 9 pm. He started the engine, pulled
onto the I-25 onramp and disappeared going
south with a din of open pipe sound.
I have often wondered if he got to Phoenix
before morning. I wished him well.
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Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
505-884-0066
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com
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LOE B MW R Clu b i n fo
Office r s

Jo i n th e LOE B MW R

S u b m it to th e S haft
Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your contributions to:

President
David Hudson
890-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Secretary
Terry Rowley
280-8621
terrymrowley@yahoo.com

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Vice President
Chad Petty
307-9393
chad@chadpetty.com

Newsletter
David Wilson
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

Activities
RJ Mirabal
299-4916
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Membership Services
Lynn Coburn
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

www.loebmwr.org

Rally Chair
Mark Winslow
433-5158
mwinslow36@comcast.net

Membership Records
Kim Helm
(619) 823-3209
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

Treasurer
Susie
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Webmaster
webmaster@loebmwr.org

or contact Kim Helm, info@loebmwr.org
BENEFITS of becoming a member
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 15% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-265-9202
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment
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Th e R e ar Vi e w

New Mexico Riding Goes On and On and On!
Way back in December the weather was still so warm
that a record number of riders attended the Christmas
Party on two wheels. It was an afternoon affair,
making designated driving (or nighttime bundling
up) unnecessary. Here Terry and Kathy gear up after
celebrating the conclusion of another stellar year of riding
in New Mexico. It’s not very many places that can claim
the end of one season at December’s Christmas Party and
the start of the next at February’s Progressive Breakfast.
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