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Get Out and Get Up

Despite the fact that we’ve had less than
a quarter inch of rain all year, the whole
state seems engulfed in flames, and day
after day the thermometer boils up to
100°. Has there ever been a better time to
wash your bike? It will stay clean indefinitely, rain-free.
Though I bet if we all wash our bikes
at the same time next Saturday, the monsoons will roll in by Monday and our heat
and fire worries will be over. It would be
like a big motorcycle rain dance. I don’t
think I’m a very superstitious person, but
I’ve got a lot of confidence in this idea.
Until then, there is no better time or
reason to get out into what mountains are
still uncharred and enjoy our beautiful
desert state. The higher you go, the cooler
you get, and right now the coolest means
the most tolerable. Check out the wind
forcast, see which way the smoke’s blowing, then head for whatever mountains
are in the opposite direction.
Plus, you won’t be distracted by any
temptation to
get off your bike
and look around,
because all the
forests are closed.
Right now it’s all
about riding, and
stopping only
for gas – which at
the moment has
dipped down to
an almost bearable
price.

We’ve even got a few rides on our
calendar (at last!) if you’re feeling routechallenged, with more to come after the
planning meeting this month.
In addition, if you act fast you can
still get on board with Sandia/Santa Fe
BMW’s track day, which they are sponsoring on the 10th. They are providing
lunch, and the track features a new, more
technical route which will sharpen your
cornering skills without so many of the
straight line blasts. Give the shop a call
to reserve your spot, there is no better
way to practice your riding in a fun, safe,
non-competetive atmosphere. And did I
mention the free food?
There’s riding opportunities galore,
with the group or on your own. And
unless everybody washes their bike next
week, we can expect the sunshine to last
until Sipapu in September, because it
almost always rains at the rally.
In any case, out and up into the mountains is my recommendation. Oh yeah,
and wash that dirty bike.
David Wilson, editor

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

The Jemez is the cool
place to be at this time
of year. On this Friday
it was in the mid-70’s
at Valle Grande, while
smokey Albuquerque
was baking in the 90’s.
Get out and get up, in
altitude at least. And
while you’re up there,
check out the direction
of the smoke and go the
other way!
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Women Riders

turns only because their testosterone level
exceeded their skill level.
ver the many
For me, there was no greater thrill than
decades, in which
watching my wife fly over whoop-deI have ridden
doos or power slide through a berm turn.
Motorcycles, I have
Seeing her win trophies in what was conseen a boom of women motorsidered a “man’s sport” was priceless.
cycle riders. I have seen them
It wasn’t until the late 80’s that she
etch their way into every niche got into road bikes. She was influenced
of motorcycling. And, I have
by another woman rider, Wanda Carson.
been astounded with their feats. Several of the women in our club started
As an example take my wife
riding under the tutelage of Wanda. So a
Deany. When we first got marnew tradition was born in that club.
ried she would not even ride on
Deany has ridden many different
the back – she would follow me
motorcycles over the decades, well
in a car. She hated the things.
over 150,000 miles. Together, we rode
When I took up dirt biking,
the mud and muck that was the Cassiar
she would sit under shade, in
Highway to Alaska. We have ridden in
the desert, and wait for the
all kinds of weather, including snow
guys to come in for another
storms in Washington, Idaho, Wyoming
drink or some food. Well, that
and Montana. Although she is far more
wasn’t for her.
cautious now, she still has a competitive
I bought her a Suzuki 90,
nature. I am thrilled she still is my main
stripped it to the bone and put
riding buddy.
knobbies on it. It was a kick to
Which brings me to the women of
watch her scream that thing
our club. I don’t know them all, but the
around the desert. Being 112
ones I know are real riders by anyone’s
pounds and 5 foot 7, she handefinition. Deb Fuller and Susie McCree
dled it well.
are serious distances riders. Sharon Heil,
Some of the women riders in the El
Paula Cochrane, Kathy Murray, Jan Sands,
Paso area started racing motocross and Kitty Wolfe, and Mary Lou Dobbs also
TT, so Deany got a 125 Penton.
ride lots of miles. And there are more that
Then she started racing motocross
I don’t know or have forgotten to include.
in El Paso, Las Cruces, Cloudcroft and
Then we have women like Katherine
Alamogordo. She also raced TT in Deming. Winslow and Kristin Ackerson who
In 1972 she got her new Honda Elisonor not only ride, but teach others to ride. I
125, and became serious about motocross. have taken two MSF Experienced Rider
She was faster than a lot of the amaCourses from Katherine. What a kick! She
teur men. She did well and won lots of
really knows her stuff and re-taught me
trophies. When we had our throphies dis- some great skills. Plus, she can easily do
played, she would joke that the “big ones all she teaches on her big GS.
were hers.” She even did a 100 mile desert
I have heard nothing but good things
enduro, the Billy the Kid 100.
about the teaching ability of Kristin. She
I used to love watching
really knows motorcycles and riding skills.
her during the practice laps Kristin also does track days at Sandia
at Motocross Park in El
Motorsports Park. How cool is that?
Paso. Being a woman, when
For 2010, Deany (12,554 miles) and
she passed guys in practice Susie (11,114 miles) were in the top five
they got upset. Back then,
distance riders in New Mexico, male
being passed by a woman
and female, in the national BMW Milage
was unheard of. So they
Contest. Deb Fuller also would have been
would try to catch her. She, there, had she been riding a BMW.
not knowing this, kept
Also, for 2010, Deany and Deb were 2nd
on going. I loved watchand 3rd distance riders, male and female,
ing these guys fly off the
in the LOE BMWR Club Mileage Contest.
track into mesquite bushes or crash on
Susie would have been 4th had they pre-
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by Kern Borlin

sented that many awards.
So, we have some serious distance
women riders in our club. Women who
don’t just talk about riding…they actually ride! Yet, you never hear a word from
them about their accomplishments. No
bragging, just riding.
Susie and Deb are going to Alaska this
year, so their mileage will be tremendous.
Susie may even make the top 25 National
Women in the BMW MOA contest.
However, she has a huge disadvantage.
Unlike most of the national women, she
still works.
I looked at the top three women riders
in the national BMW Mileage Contest,
Voni Glaves (30,916 miles), Karen Jacobs
(24,439 miles) and Heidi Still (24,260
miles). I see women who ride distances
most men only dream about. Do they
brag about it? No. They ride for their own
gratification.
Then I realized those mileages are for
only 6 months! Since I know Deany did
over 20,000 miles last year, I realize these
national women must have ridden enormous amounts of miles, especially Voni
Glaves, who lives in west Texas.
Those of us who are lucky enough

to have riding spouses are
becoming more and more the
norm. There is nothing like
having your spouse, or significant other, enjoy the same
sport as you on their own
motorcycle.
Deany and I take off and
do day rides of 350 miles
to trips of over 7,000 miles.
There is nothing like it. We
are retired, so we get to see
North America from our saddles. We have ridden in every
state together except Hawaii
and Rhode Island.
Most of our women riders go unnoticed.
They ride for the enjoyment. We have
some real motorcyclists of the feminine
gender, riders whose mileages put many
men to shame.
For those women who do not presently
ride your own motorcycle, I encourage you to look at the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation’s Beginner Rider Course. It is
the most productive, fun 3 days you will
ever spend. And they supply the motorcycles! You might even get lucky and
have Kristin or Katherine for instructors.

29th on the 29th Anniversary Ride
by Alan Hill
Since Sunday, May 29 was our 29th
wedding anniversary, we decided to do
something different. We jumped on our
BMW F650GS and rode to the geographic
center of the state of New Mexico.
In case you don’t have your map out, it
is located about 12 miles south of Willard
on the 7 Up 7 Down Ranch. Between mileposts 21 and 22 on highway 42 take Cnt
of NM Trail to the green gate. From there
you will have about a 2,000 foot walk to
the monument. There is a flagpole at the

site, enclosed by a fence. Don’t forget to
close both gates and watch where you
step – there are cattle in the field.
The center is figured by drawing a line
from the boot heel to north of Clayton
and another line from Four Corners to
south of Jal. Where they intersect is the
center.
On the way back we stopped at the
Willard Cantina and Café. I had the
best green chile cheeseburger I have
ever eaten. We rode back through
Mountainair, Manzano, Tajique, Estancia
and then back home to Santa Fe.
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L OE BM W R On the Road
July

Sunday

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $25. For
more information or to
pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or contact Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net
Note Concerning the
Calendar
You are strongly
encouraged to check the
Message Board and the
Calendar (http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on
the web site before any
event, to be apprised
of any last-minute
changes. You’ll also find
impromptu rides posted
there (and you can
suggest and post your
own!), and reviews and
opinions on club activities as they happen.
Isn’t the internet a wonderful place?

All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Last Minute Changes
As always, while event information is
posted in the Shaft, there may be last
minute changes, which will be reflected
on the Message Board. If you cannot visit
the Message Board, the ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Check the Web Site
All information will be posted to the
Calendar, which is located under “Events”
on the left side of our Home Page.
On Any Sunday
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at
Milly’s on Jefferson just North of San
Antonio. Meet between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
Sunday, July 3
Traveling Breakfast
At the Zia Diner in Santa Fe at 8:30
am. Coming from I-25, take exit 282,
north onto St Francis to Cerrillos,
right on Cerrillos approximately two
blocks, left on Guadalupe. Proceed to
326 S. Guadalupe approximately six
blocks to the Zia on the left. Contact
Deany at DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com
Wednesday, July 6
Rally Committee Meeting
Come help us put on the biggest and best
club event of the year! Meeting details
to come. Contact Richard Knowles, Rally
Chair at rjknowles@aol.com or 750-4755.
Saturday, August 6
Club Birthday Party
Our annual LOE BMW R Birthday picnic
will once again be at the Oak Flat Picnic
grounds, at the Yucca Group Area in the
Cibola National Forest. Just off Route 14
a few twisty miles south of Tijeras on the
east side, it’s the same place we have been

for the last several years. Festivities begin
at 11 or so. Bring your good attitude, an
empty stomach and a yen for some excellent roads and friends. Contact RJ Mirabal
at rjmirabal@yahoo.com for more details.
Thursday, August 18
Villanueva Park Day Ride
Susie made this ride several years ago
and found it to be fun and a bit challenging. Meet at Dawn’s 9am, we’ll ride up
North 14 to Villanueva State Park for a
picnic lunch. We’ll then hit I-40 home.
This will not be a long ride in mileage.
Bring your own picnic lunch and map.
Ride at your own risk. This is not a club
sponsored event. This will be a moderate
speed ride. For more information email
albqsusieq@comcast.net.
Saturday–Sunday, August 20-21
Ancient Legends Highway Ride
More details at a later date, but we will
ride on the Ancient Legends Highway to
Trinidad, Colorado, spend the night in
Walsenburg, then home through Pagosa
Springs. Lodging for Saturday will be at
La Plaza Inn, 118 W. 6th St., Walsenburg,
CO (719) 738-5700. Club members will get
a 5% discount. There are only 11 rooms
and they fill up every night. Rates include
a full plated breakfast. Ride at your own
risk. This is not a club sponsored event.
This will be a brisk paced ride but we
can break into separate groups to accommodate everyone. For more information
email albqsusieq@comcast.net.
Und So Weiter
Friday – Sunday, September 9 – 11
Bavarian Mountain Weekend, Sipapu
The best little rally in the Southwest,
which just happens to be hosted by our

own club! Come join 500 old and new
friends for a weekend of fun and riding in
northern New Mexico. Write it on your
phone in pen. Contact Richard Knowles,
Rally Chair at rjknowles@aol.com or
750-4755.
Thursday, October 6
Ladies Ride to Utah
This will be a three night trip, first to
Kanab, AZ, ~ 460 miles. Then on to the
North Rim of the Grand Canyon, Zion and
Cedar City, ~ 260 miles. Then through
Escalante, stopping in Blanding, ~ 359
miles. Finally, home ~ 294 miles. Ride at
your own risk. This is not a club sponsored
event. Carol and I are just out for some
Utah riding and you are welcome to join
us. This will be a brisk paced ride but we
can break into separate groups to accommodate everyone. Always bring a map so
you know where we are and where we
are going. For more information email
albqsusieq@comcast.net.
SMRI Track Days
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing

Inc is New Mexico’s only AMA
sanctioned road racing organization. Visit www.smri-racing.org
or call 281-5216 for details.
At Sandia Motorsports Speedway
at the top of Nine Mile Hill in
Albuquerque.
Track Day Schedule
July 10 (sponsored by Sandia/Santa Fe
BMW)
August 14
September 10
October 9
Race Schedule
July 31
September 11

August 28
October 23

National Events
Thursday-Sunday, July 21-24
BMW MOA National Rally,
Bloomsburg, PA
Join 6,000 of your best BMW friends
for the 39th MOA National Rally.
Preregistration until June 30 is $30 for
MOA members and $40 for non-members,
gate registration will be $5 more. Go to

®

THE ONLY PLACE IT WON’T GO
IS IN YOUR GARAGE.
With the BMW GS Motorcycle, you’ll never want to park it in the garage or have to. This dual purpose bike is engineered
to be at home on-road or off, no matter the season. It’s perfect for the rider that wishes they never had to stop riding.
To see the new 2011 GS models and for
special offers, visit:

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 Pan American Frwy NE
Albuquerque, NM
888-873-3308
sandiabmwmotorcycles.com

Santa Fe BMW Motorcycles
2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, NM
888-588-6608
santafebmwmotorcycles.com
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www.bmwmoa.org for all the details on
this major motorcycling event.
Friday-Sunday, July 28-30
Top O’ the Rockies Rally, Paonia, CO
The club usually makes a big appearance
at this popular rally, stay tuned for info
on groups heading up. $50 preregistration ($60 after Juner 27). Go to www.
coloradobeemer.org/content/view/2/25 or
email topoftherockies@coloradobeemers.
org for more info.
Saturday, August 6
100,000 Foot Pass Ride, CO
500 miles over 10 different mountain
passes totaling over 100,000 feet in
elevation. Registration includes t-shirt,
pin, patch, breakfast and dinner. $30
fee is limited to 300 participants. Go
to www.coloradobeemers.org or email
100kftride@coloradobeemers.org for
more info.
Thursday-Saturday, August 18-20
Beartooth Rendezvous,
Red Lodge, MT
Actually, it’s in Montana 10 miles outside
Red Lodge. If you’ve never ridden the

6 The Legendary Shaft

Beartooth, you don’t know what you’re
missing! $50 preregistration ($70 at the
gate). Go to www.beartoothbeemers.org
or call (406) 445-2044 for more info.
What News There Is
Let’s Do It!
by RJ Mirabal
Ok, here’s the deal. Many of us have
been silently (or not so silently) wondering why rides and other cool activities
the club has been known for have
slowly dwindled down to almost nothing. Of course, our club meetings, the
Progressive, the Birthday Picnic, the
Christmas Party, and certainly the
Bavarian Mountain Weekend at Sipapu
has continued to flourish and draw
strong club attendance.
Finally, Dave Wilson put it in blunt
print what many of us had thought:
we’re getting to be rather boring when
it comes to rides, etc. The one great
ride weekend that survives is Robert’s
Ice Cream Ride with strong assistance
offered by Steve. We need more creative
and inclusive ideas like that to keep

LOE BMW R

new members joining and old members
remaining active. Already Susie has
posted two fun rides for later this summer and in the fall.
To further help out, I have taken on
the vacant position of Activities Director.
First, I had to learn the process of posting in the Shaft and the online calendar
(a steeper learning curve for me), and
now I want to get more of you, the membership, involved.
A well attended big meeting works best
because the combination of prepared proposals for rides and other activities with
the spontaneous brainstorming that happens when people are in the same room
can’t be matched even in a “chat room”
venue. For a number of years, Susie did an
excellent job of bringing people together
in her home for such a meeting early in
the year, but that opportunity and timing
couldn’t be duplicated this year.
I’m proposing we get together within
the next few weeks for such a brainstorming/scheduling frenzy. I know it’s summer,
but if all interested people would post on
the Forum (or email or call me) the best
times and worst times for them to meet,
we can find a date and do it. Details on
the location for the meeting will be determined later.
Day rides (always popular in the past),
weekend overnighters, group treks for
events such as regional rallies, races, etc.
as well as our own tech sessions would
be some of the kinds of things we want
to do. A consistent show of support from
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW to schedule events
and rides for the club has been quite welcome in the last few months and we hope
for that to continue.
Please respond on the Forum if you
want to participate and/or email/call me
with your comments and suggestions.
Observations of a LOE
BMW Rider
by Jon Helm
I have put together a little test
for prospective members of
our club. Just tally your score
and see where you fit in at the
bottom of the Test.
You think only riders of
BMW motorcycles should be
in the Group: - 300
When someone asks about
Sandia you think of the BMW

dealer not the mountain: + 50
You ask where are we going for lunch ½
hour after breakfast: + 50
A member (an Iron Butt winner) says
“Let’s go to El Paso for lunch” and you go:
+ 200
At the age of 70 you take the curves
faster than the straights: + 200
You traded any bike for a new 800GS:
+ 50
You think GS stands for God Sent: + 50
You own a running airhead: + 50
You own an airhead that does not run:
+100
You own an airhead that is stored in baskets and has not run for over 6 years: +200
You sold a running airhead: - 300
You sold your airhead but still attend
the airhead seminar at Sipapu: + 300
You do not think a Sipapu is a religious
hole in the ground, but in fact is the center of the universe the first weekend after
Labor Day: + 100
You know why it’s called the Ice Cream
Ride: + 50
You like beer and ice cream: + 100
You have more than 5 farkles on your
bike: + 50
You have more than 10 farkles on your
bike: - 150
You have a chart on the wall in your
garage, listing oil changes and valve
adjustments: + 300
You have a mohawk hair cut on your
head or helmet: –200
You tell your wife you are on a church
committee that meets at Milly’s on
Sunday mornings: + 150
You are willing to tolerate Jon Helm to
attend LOE BMW events: +300
If you scored above 400 you will feel
right at home. If you scored above 600
you can be an officer of the Club. If you
scored above 1000 you need psychiatric
help!

Officers

President:

David Hudson
703-821-8972
cdavidhudson@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Deany Borlin
899-3220
DeanyBorlin@yahoo.com

Activities:

RJ Mirabal
299-4916
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Rally Chair:

Richard Knowles,
750-4755
rjknowles@aol.com

Treasurer:

Susie McRee,
albqsusieq@comcast.net

Secretary:

Reid Hester,
292-5678
reidhester@lobo.net

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
265-9202
david@wujiart.us

Membership Services:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449
nmmagnolia@juno.com

Membership Records:
Kim Helm,
293-3468
kimmarie721@earthlink.net

Webmaster:

TC Hobson
webmaster@nmbmwmc.org

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM
87122
(505) 265-9202
david@wujiart.us
Computer files are
easiest for me, or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
The Legendary Shaft
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2095
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
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Attention all you “Wild Hogs” fans! You knew it had to happen, and now the newest spot to park your wild hog is in front of
Maggie’s Diner in Madrid, which has finally been converted from a Hollywood shell into a real hog heaven. So shine up that
chrome, put on that fringe, hit play on “Born to Be Wild,” strike a pose and wait to be discovered. Photo by David Wilson

