July 2004

Aloha!

My vacations tend to involve either visiting relatives, riding the motorcycle
somewhere, or both. So this year’s excursion was a bit different. No relatives, no
bike, but lots of rain and sand everywhere.
Still, keeping the club in the front of
my mind as I always do, I return with
a ride report for all of you planning a
motorcycle tour of Hawaii. First I should
say there is only one BMW motorcycle
dealer in all of the islands, in Honolulu,
and that Oahu is among the least desirable
riding locales. On the other islands Harley
is the expected rental, and you’ll pay
about $75 a day for the privilege.
Hawaii, the Big Island, was also the
wettest, and arguably the best for riding.
There aren’t many beaches, but lots of
cliffs looking over the ocean. Cliff roads
mean great curves, of which there are
a multitude. You get used to being wet,
and on a Harley you can’t really go fast
enough to get
into too much
trouble.
Maui comes
in a close second, and is
much drier.
There are
numerous little
roads of barely
two lanes that
twist to the nether regions of the island,
and a road to a 10,000 foot volcano (from
sea level!) highly reminiscent of Sandia
Crest. The trafﬁc keeps the speed down,

but it would be a blast nevertheless.
Kauai is, in my opinion, the most beautiful island. It’s not as developed, has
fewer people, but is also not as interesting
from a riding point of view. Twisty roads
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are traded for
beautiful vistas.
So get out the
swim trunks and
sunscreen, pack the snorkel
gear and get going!
David Wilson, editor
Welcome New Members
Please welcome Thomas & Donna Mitchell
of Albuquerque, Lonnie & Diana Martin
and Eddie & Suzanne Rio of Santa Fe. It’s
great to have you with us!

The only BMW on the
whole Big Island. Lynn
and I going for the gold in
the LOE riding contest.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

L OE BM W R On the Road
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SUNDAY

Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or call Michelle
Williams at
(505) 291-8396.
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Spokane, WA

Yearly dues are $15.
For more information
or to pay:

TUES

4
Top O’ the Rockies

Join the LOE
BMW Riders

MON

Paonia
MOA Rally

Coyote Creek

July-December Activity Calendar
by RJ Mirabal
On May 29th, ﬁve trusty members (Tim
Stone, Steve Mounce, John McDaniel,
Dave & Annie Tynan) and I developed
the following calendar of activities for
the remainder of 2004. It’s not particularly innovative because with such
a small group, we didn’t want to put
ourselves too far out on a limb and,
besides, there weren’t enough other
members to “volunteer” as contact
persons, etc.! Please consider this a
basic framework around which those
famous impromptu Sunday-after-breakfast rides, etc. can be worked in.
And if someone has a really great idea
for a new ride (short, day-long, or weekend), please feel welcome to contact me
at 299-4916 or rjmirabal@centralpets.com
with your ideas. Some of the rides listed
below could easily be replaced with new
ideas, so don’t be bashful. Also many of
these events listed below need a contact
person, so please let RJ know if you can
help out ASAP. If no contact person is
listed, just get ahold of me, RJ, I’m easy.

SMRI Racing, CO
Sturgis Rally, SD

Beartooth, MT
Chick’s Ride

Paonia, but if you’d like to link up
with LOE BMW R folks from either
your homebase or Paonia, just call RJ
Mirabal, 299-4916 (again!), who will
serve as a clearinghouse for this event,
also. Since RJ won’t be able to attend
the MOA, you can even wait until
the last minute (there may be a short
“blackout” period during Paonia if RJ
decides to go to that rally…we’ll see).
Saturday, July 31
Coyote Creek

See the story about this ride in the News
section following the ride listings.
Last year’s Camp ’n Ride will be a day
ride this year. We probably won’t luck
out and stumble on a great little air show
in Angel Fire this time, but who knows
as we head north, do the Enchanted
Circle and whatever else pleases the
group making this ride. Coyote Creek
will be a good resting point and maybe
we can time lunch at one of the tasty
New Mexican cafes in Mora. RJ Mirabal
at 299-4916 or rjmirabal@centralpets.
com is our contact person.

Friday-Monday, July 9-12

Wednesday, August 4

Paonia Top ‘O Rockies

Last Regular Rally Committee Meeting

Many in the club attend this favorite in
the cool heights of south central Colorado,
so if you’re interested in hooking up
with other club riders going and coming, just call RJ Mirabal (299-4916) who
will serve as a clearinghouse on who’s
going when, etc. so you can arrange
your own rides if you want companionship. RJ might go to this rally, so
contact him no later than July 7th.

Those who want to volunteer for duty at
the rally are encouraged to attend along
with the “regulars” who’ve attended
since February. Key task will be to
review the rally hour-by-hour to check
for last minute details and establish
the agenda for the rally. Be at O’Niell’s
Uptown by 6pm for a sandwich, liquid refreshment, and rally business.

Thursday-Sunday, July 15-18

Club Birthday Bash

National MOA Rally in Spokane

To encourage more attendance, this year’s
party will be at Oak Flats just a few miles

You can join the organized ride from

Saturday, August 14

south of Tijeras on S. 14 on the east side
of the road near the top of the hill. The
fun starts at 10am. This will be a family affair with games (softball, volleyball,
Frisbee, “Harley bashing” – just kidding
– lots of telling tires and kicking lies, etc.)
and the usual gut busting cook out at
noon. Everyone will be asked to bring
a side dish, the club will provide brats,
hamburgers, and drinks. But you can’t eat
until we have a business meeting and a
short update and volunteer arm twisting
for the rally. Contact Robert Keen, 8834813, or RJ Mirabal, 299-4916, so we can
get a head count for brats and hamburgers, sign you up for a side dish, provide
any other details you need, and if you’d
like to lend a hand to get supplies, etc.

Sunday, September 26
GS Ride to Somewhere

Place, time, and details to be
announced. Contact person needed
(check the web site for updates).

Sunday, August 22

Friday-Sunday, October 8-10

Chama/Colorado Border

Datil Camp and 666 Ride

Yep, here’s another favorite LOE BMW R
ride north to check out some cooler temperatures in the mountains of Northern
New Mexico and across the Colorado
border for lunch at a cool little place in
the mountains. Contact person needed
(check the web site for updates).

The club’s own little personal rally as
we enjoy cool nights of camping, more
eating, lots of lies, and the best collection of curves on the famous “Route 666”
ride on Saturday in east central Arizona.
Please note this is a week later than
our usual Datil ride. There may be an
optional ride to the Trinity Site for those
wimps who didn’t make it on the rain
chaser ride of April 3rd! Contact person
needed (check the web site for updates).

& Beyond…
Monday, September 6, Labor Day
Annual Chile Cook Out

This is the fun gathering in which we
“build the chile” (as Gary O likes to say
it) for the Sipapu Rally the following
weekend. Bring your cooking, peeling, chopping, and measuring skills
and Shelly might let you eat a delicious
sandwich and drink a coke. We always
need some people to bring cast iron frying pans, paring knives, cutting boards,
and a good sense of humor. Contact
Gary and Shelly Oleson, 898-8320.
Friday-Sunday, September 10-12
Sipapu 20, the Bavarian
Mountain Weekend Rally!

The central event of our club – don’t miss
it and don’t be caught not volunteering
to lend a hand. Special features will be
our always generous door prizes, two
poker rides, lots of great vendors, a 50/50
drawing, famous chile, Friday club dinner
(featuring Don Cameron’s really famous
barbeque), and a once in a decade display
of mementos from rallies of the past 20
years. Contact RJ Mirabal, 299-4916.

The original Bavarian
Mountain Weekend,
circa 1984. Come for
a weekend of nostalgia
and great riding on
September 10-12.
Thanks to John &
Peggy Desko, caretakers
of the history of the LOE
BMW R.

Saturday, October 23
Alien Crash Sites Ride

This turned out to be a popular ride
in 2002 as we head east on a big loop
route to Roswell passing by the locations reputed to be the crash sites of the
infamous Roswell UFO Crash of 1947.
This time, we’ll all try to eat lunch at
the same place, El Toro, a great little
New Mexican cafe with cheap prices
right next to the UFO Museum on Main
Street in Roswell. Contact LOE BMW
R head alien, RJ Mirabal, 299-4916.
Saturday, November 6
Club Business Meeting

This will probably take place at Santa
Fe BMW with Robert bringing us up to
date on club business, entertain nominations for club ofﬁcers for 2005, with
a closing report on Sipapu 20 from RJ.
Hecklers and gripers, stay home! Or
bring your constructive ideas for future
club projects, volunteer for a club ofﬁce,
etc. Contact Robert Keen, 883-4813.

All stories © by the
individual authors, used
by permission.
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Wednesday, November 17
Tentative 21st Year Sipapu
Rally Committee Meeting

It might be a good idea to devote this
and a December meeting to developing
the rally logo design so it’s all ready for
approval at the ﬁrst regular rally committee meeting, February, 2005. Same
place, same time, most likely a new
rally chair (volunteers, anyone??).
Saturday, November 20
Annual Bird Dog Ride

This day ride starts with a run down
to Socorro for breakfast at the quirky
Black Dog Cafe followed by a sight seeing tour of Bosque del Apache to see
the big birds (whooping and sandhill
cranes, Canadian Geese, etc.) with all
sorts of options for the return route
that afternoon. Contact person needed
(check the web site for updates).
Saturday, December 4
Tentative Rally Design Logo Meeting

Wherein we meet with Dave Wilson
and ﬁnish conceptualization of the rally
design. Actual date and time depending
on Dave’s and the group’s schedules.
Saturday, December 11
Annual Club Christmas Party

Above: Taken on a recent
GS ride. Can’t say the
LOE BMW R doesn’t
mount some challenging
routes!
(Only kidding.)
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This is the one where you start the eating binge of the Christmas season. All
2004 Riding Challenge contenders
please attend to possibly receive your
award/prize for top honors (submission
of your riding charts will be to Gary
Cade on an earlier date sometime in
November to be announced in the Shaft).
Probably at O’Niell’s Uptown. Contact
Robert Keen, 883-4813, or RJ Mirabal,
299-4916, for a head count and details.
Thursday-Saturday, November 11-13

Friday, December 31

Big Bend Motel ‘n Ride

New Year’s Eve Night Out

Third sojourn to the awesome Big Bend
National Park along the lower Rio
Grande, this time during the fall. We
will probably end up the ﬁrst night in
Pecos (Home of the Rodeo), Texas, tour
the Texas “Alpines” (Really! There’s
some great twisties down that way)
and Big Bend spending the night somewhere interesting, and returning the
third day. Contact person needed
(check the web site for updates).

Here’s a good idea from Steve Mounce
for anyone, singles and couples, to get
together as a group and go out to one of
those New Year’s celebrations at a nice
hotel, restaurant, whatever, for dinner,
dancing, and tipsy tow. No Riding for this
club event!! Each individual or couple is
responsible for the costs involved. If you
have some good ideas on this, contact
Steve Mounce (who’s looking for several energetic dancing partners to give
Wally an occasional break), 275-3811.

National Events
Friday-Monday, July 9-12
Rally in Paonia

(See the story in the Club Calendar section and join us at Paonia.) Located 70
miles southwest of Glenwood Springs,
CO on Hwy 133. $30 until 6/21, $35
at the gate, kids 8-15 $15, and under
8 are free. There is also an organized
ride leaving Paonia on for the MOA
International Rally in Spokane. For
more information go to coloradobeemers.com or contact Deb Lower at (719)
510-9452, ldeborah@adelphia.net
Thursday-Sunday, July 15-18
National MOA Rally in Spokane

(See the story in the Club Calendar section and come with us to Washington.)
There will probably be some organized LOE BMW R effort to ride to
this rally if you want road companions.
Iron Butts may make these two major
BMW rallies into a July Grand Tour!
Friday-Sunday, July 16-18
Fire & Ice Bike Rally, Grants, NM

www.ﬁreandicebikerally.com
Friday-Sunday, July 16-18
Vintage Motorcycle Days, OH

The AMA’s VMD will feature BMW
and promises to be the largest gathering of vintage BMW’s ever in the
world. The Vintage BMW Motorcycle
Owners, the world’s largest vintage
BMW club, has made plans to hold
their ﬁrst rally at the VMD event.
Look for future announcements in
the AMA’s magazine, at www.amacycle.org or at vintagebmw.org
Wednesday, July 21

Riders
Association of
Triumph. Info
at RATAmerica@
Triumphmotorcycles.com
Saturday, August 7
100,000 Foot Colorado Pass Ride, CO

The 5th Annual event begins and ends
in Denver, is about 460 miles long and
travels over 10 different mountain passes.
The $35/person fee includes a pin, patch,
breakfast, lunch and dinner, awards at
check points along the ride and door
prizes at dinner. Call Foothills BMW
at (303) 202-1400 or go to www.coloradobeemers.com for more information.
Monday-Sunday, August 9-15
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, SD

www.sturgis.com
Thursday-Sunday, August 12-15
Big Dog Ride, Denver, CO

15th Annual GS “World’s Meanest
Motorcycle Ride.” Contact BMW
of Denver at (303) 755-6400 or go
to www.horizonsunlimited.com/
bigdog for more information.

National Ride to Work Day

Friday-Sunday, August 13-15

Ride your bike to work and show the
unwashed masses that motorcycles
and their riders come from all walks
of life, can reduce trafﬁc congestion, are for transportation as well
as recreation, and that we aren’t all
squidly burnout maniacs. For more
information call (218) 722-9805 or
email propaganda@ridetowork.org

22nd Huskerally, Franklin, NE

Friday-Sunday, July 30-August 1
Triumph RAT Raid, Steamboat, CO

Above: From the
January 5, 2003 issue
of The Sunday Mail
(Britain) – The Reverend
Paul Sinclair’s Triumph
Speed Triple Hearse.
Dubbed “The Quicker
Vicar,” he’s performed
over 25 services (as of
the story) at up to £1200
a pop.

At the Franklin County Fairgrounds.
Camping, hot showers and meals are
provided. Contact (402) 393-1297 or
bmwnightriders@cox.net for information.
Saturday-Sunday, August 14-15
Dirty Dozen Adventure Ride, CO

A GS ride over a dozen or more historic dirt passes from Colorado’s mining
boom of the 1800’s. Starts at Northern
Colorado Ducati/BMW at 6:30am.
The Legendary Shaft
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Advance fee of $10 includes gear
transport, free camping, tech support, Saturday dinner and Sunday
breakfast. Call (888) 504-6466
or go to www.coloradobeemers.com for more information.
Thursday-Saturday,
August 19-21
Beartooth Rendezvous,
Red Lodge, MT

I’m not sayin’ nothin’
about this one.

This 6th annual outing includes
camping, limited bunk space, live
entertainment, door prizes and three
dinners. $40 before 8/6, $50 at the gate.
Go to www.treasurestate.com/btbeemers or call (406) 248-6155 for details.
Tuesday-Friday, August 31September 3

LOE BMW R

Ofﬁcers

President:

Robert Keen,
883-4813
motorkeen@aol.com

Vice President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
centralpets.com

Secretary/Treasurer:
Michelle Williams,
291-8396,
alwaysontask@
yahoo.com

Activity Committee:
RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
centralpets.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
232-0266
mrmtv@aol.com

Newsletter Delivery:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
juno.com

Rally Chair:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
centralpets.com
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Curve Cowboy Reunion,
Breckenridge, CO

The 5th annual K1200LT event includes
educational sessions, vendors, receptions, entertainment, a banquet, and
lots of great riding. Contact (303)
246-8651 or go to www.curvecowboyreunion.com for more information.
Thursday-Sunday, September 2-5
Four Corners Iron Horse Rally,
Durango, CO

www.fourcornersrally.com
Chick’s Rides
Chick’s Harley-Davidson rides are open to
all brands. BMW Cruisers especially. Ha!
Ladies Lunch Rides
Join other lady riders once a month
for a great time. All ladies, all
bikes, alright! Call Katie at 856-1600
for a schedule. (Lunch courtesy of
Chick’s. All bikes welcome.)
July 2-5 – Three Nights in Telluride:
Telluride, CO, 320 miles. Spend the
weekend parading and gazing as
Telluride celebrates the 4th of July!
Ride leaves Chick’s at 7am on Friday.
Call (800) 525-3455 for reservations.
Sunday, July, 11 – Summer Ski Run:
Vadito, 118 miles. Fabulous ride into the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains to the Sipapu
Ski Resort. Ride leaves Chick’s at 9am.

Chick’s Annual BRAG ® Regional Rally
in Taos: August 13-15 – Get on your
Buell® and join us for a weekend of
fearless riding through the northern
mountains of New Mexico. We’ll leave
Chick’s at 3pm on Friday and head to
Taos. Call Sagebrush Inn for reservations at (800) 428-3626 by July 15 and
mention BRAG® Regional Rally.
August 27-29 – 7 Passes, 3 Days:
Gunnison, CO, 1,000 miles. 7 sets of
twisties and 7 summits, including
Independence Pass at 12,053 feet just
above Aspen. Ride leaves Chick’s at 8am
on Friday. Rooms available at Waterwheel
Inn, (800) 642-1650. Other lodging:
Holiday Inn Express, (970) 641-1288 or
Tamichi Best Western, (970) 641-1131.
Sunday, September, 12 – Raspberry
Run: Salman Ranch, 140 miles. Bikes,
berries and a superb buffet. Ride
leaves Chick’s at 10am. Lunch: $5.
Sunday, October, 10 – Biker Hayride:
Moriarty, 35 miles. Get lost in
a corn maze and enjoy a hayride at a 320-acre pumpkin patch.
Ride leaves Chick’s at noon.
SMRI Racing
The Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing Inc
is New Mexico’s only AMA sanctioned
road racing organization. Visit www.
smri-racing.org or call 281-5216 for details.
Races start at 11am on these Sundays:
Sunday, July 11 – Sandia Motor
Speedway in Albuquerque.
Sunday, August 8 – La Junta
Raceway in La Junta, CO.
Sunday, September 19 – Sandia
Motor Speedway in Albuquerque.
Sunday, October 24 – Sandia Motor
Speedway in Albuquerque.
All the News that Fits
Coyote Creek Ride
by RJ Mirabal
July 31st is the club ride to Coyote Creek
(a state park between Mora and Angel
Fire on SR 434). This year, we’re mak-

ing it a day ride; we tried to make it rain
about this ride, so that if weather forces
by camping out there last year, but it
a change of date, he can update you.
didn’t work, so we’ll see what a day ride
can do for the weather. Actually Coyote
LOE Marketplace
Creek amounts to no more than being
just a midway point in what could be a
1977 BMW R100. $2500 obo.
very enlightening ride for some of you
Call Anthony Kaluta in Raton at 445-3259.
who have not explored some of the hidden corners of that part of New Mexico.
Still Got Stuff! Lense hood for R100GS,
We will start by meeting at the
$5. Gas cap from K75, “refurbished”
Chevron at Tramway and Central at
(that means it should work, but would
8:45am, Saturday, July 31st and leave
at least be good for parts) with new
by 9am. Best to start when it’s still a bit
gaskets, $5. Shoei RF-200 (white) or
cool. We’ll head up North 14 or, if conRJ-101V (white) helmets, all size medistruction is still going on there (the usual
um, all used, your choice $10 each.
New Mexico highway project takes about
Call Dave Wilson at 232-0266
two years for every couple of miles of
or email mrmtv@aol.com
road), then we’ll head over to
Stanley and up SR 41 to US
285 and on north to Las Vegas
Sales, Service, Parts
on the big slab. From there
BMW Riders Wear
we’ll pass by Storrie Lake on
SR 518, then left on SR 94 at
2578 Camino Entrada
Sapello. Here, the road gets
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
very scenic through a series of
(505) 474-0066
small villages with stunning
1-888-774-0066
views of Hermit Peak and the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains.
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
Unless you’re riding a
F650GS or KLR650, we’ll by
www.santafebmw.com
pass Morphy Lake (actually
more of a beautiful pond
at the end of a horrendous
dirt road) and head for Mora
(505) 546-2193
for an early lunch at about
(800) 626-3338
11:30. Then we will wind
our way up the very narrow and twisting SR 434
DEMING CYCLE CENTER
passing Coyote Creek on
HONDA - YAMAHA - BMW - POLARIS
to Angel Fire, Eagle Nest
www.demingcycle.com DCC@zianet.com
along US 64, and try to
keep our eyes on the road
through the deep Cimarron
MARCI J. KEELER
Canyon. From Cimarron
General Manager
DEMING, NM 88030
we’ll go south on SR 21
past the haunting St. James
Hotel and the world famous
Philmont Scout sprawling
along a valley at the foot of
impressive Cimarron Range.
Scott Kuhns, General Manager
Bill Morris, Parts and Accessories Manager
Ending up back on I-25,
Janet Kovacik, Service Manager
we’ll blast on home returning
about 6pm. A full day, but
well worth the sore butt–providing we don’t get rained
LIFE IS ONE VICIOUS CYCLE AFTER ANOTHER.
out. Please contact RJ at 2991-800-750-9007
4916 or rjmirabal@centralpets.
IN ALBUQUERQUE (505) 884-9000
com if you’re just thinking
ON MONTGOMERY JUST WEST OF LOUISIANA

Note: Classiﬁed ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running (or they’re
mine – which may run
indeﬁnitely!).
Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes… we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
5700 Copper NE
#B34
Albuquerque, NM
87108
(505) 232-0266
mrmtv@aol.com
Computer ﬁles are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.

FOR THE WORLD AHEAD.

MOTORSPORT

®
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2905
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
Motorcycle
from the
collection
of David
Percival.
Text from
the BMW
Motorrad
USA Mobile
Tradition
Exhibition
Catalogue.

T HE R E A R V IE W

R 68

The ﬁrst 100 mph bike that BMW made for sale to the public, the R 68 ﬁrst appeared at the Frankfurt Motorcycle
Chow in October of 1951, and gained attention for its blistering performance. (Without sidecar.) Its 600cc engine
delivered 35 bhp at 7,000 rpm, making it an ideal sidecar mount. The R 68’s original high-level, two-into-one exhaust
system gave it a unique appearance, and subsequent models featured a low-level exhaust and alloy wheel rims. The R
68 in the Mobile Tradition Exhibit was showcased in vintage BMW rallies in Europe from 1993-1999, and covered more
than 12,000 miles. It has aftermarket Hoske hubs, tank, and exhaust.

