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Just the Beginning

If you think the plummeting temperatures and snow in the mountains mean
the end of the riding season, think again.
With the LOE BMW R, it just slows down
a little bit.
November saw a trip to the Bosque del
Apache, in my opinion one of the best
rides we’ve done this year. Despite early
morning fog(!) and it’s attendant chill, the
day cleared up for a gorgeous ride, the
kind you wish would never end. A crowd
of over 20 members showed up for breakfast in Los Lunas, then headed down the
highway to the Bosque. People headed off
in all different directions to enjoy the day,
but nobody headed for home, at least not

the long list of events coming up. Season
makes no difference: there are rides every
month, of every sort. If you’re into the
dirt or the street, short hops or long
hauls, you’ll ﬁnd it in our schedule.
That’s not even mentioning the return
of a LOE tradition, the riding contest.
We’re hoping to encourage you to see
more of the great state we live in, practicing your iron butt but also taking time
to stop and smell the ﬂowers. It ﬁts right
in with my own hopes of getting out and
seeing some of the sights I moved here
for. It’s so easy to get busy and forget we
live in one of the most scenic states in
the country. Plus, it’s the best way to win
stuff: while having a great time. You’ll
ﬁnd details on the next page.
David Wilson, editor
New Members
Please welcome Bruce Haibach,
Lynn Umbreit, John Hubbard,
Scott Cooke, Ronald & Marie
Montbrand, Jerry Anderson &
Ann Reid, and John McDaniel.
It’s great to have you with us!

until it started to get dark. Look
for a story coming up on this
great ride. Sufﬁce to say that
even though it was November,
the turnout was extraordinary
and ride most excellent.
Then we got together to plan
rides through the ﬁrst half
of next year. Check out this
month’s calendar section for

News from
the Land of
Enchantment
BMW Riders

Breakfast at Henrietta’s
in November ﬁlled
most of the parking lot
with bikes. It was a
great show for the cages
driving by, considering
the month and the
weather. Then a couple
of weeks later we
ﬁlled half the patio at
O’Niell’s Uptown to plan
the spectacular schedule
of rides you’ll ﬁnd in
this issue.

www.nmbmwmc.org
BMW MOA Charter #123
BMW RA Charter #81

2004

Tour of New Mexico
Riding Challenge
by Gary Cade

A few years ago we came up with
the “Four-Corners of New Mexico”
riding challenge. Those who made
it to all four corners of the state had
their names put in a drawing for a
LOE BMW R belt buckle and Bryan
Lally won. What about another
challenge? And hopefully another
stunning prize from the club.

August’s Abiquiu ride,
when everything was
warm and sunny. Photo
by Terry Tombaugh.
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Since some people have more chances
to ride than others, the following points
structure will be used to qualify for a
chance in the prize drawing, not as the
ultimate choice of winner. If someone
really has been all over they can get extra
chances in the drawing. The baseline
qualifying points total will be 400 points,
but if you double that you get two chances in the drawing and so on.. There is an
entry fee of $5.00 (payable to LOE BMW
R) and entrants will receive a special bandana to be used in photographs at each
location documenting their visit to each
site. The challenge will start January 1st
and run through December 1, 2004 so
the qualiﬁers’ names can be put into a
drawing which will be held at the 2004
Christmas party.
1. Home County: Each rider will
declare a home county (doesn’t have to be
where you reside) and get 10 points for

riding to the county courthouse.
2. Other Counties: Each rider who
rides to another county will get 10 points
for every other county visited and an
additional 5 points for each county courthouse visited.
3. State Parks: Each rider who rides to
a state park will get 10 points for every
park visited.
4. National Parks and Monuments:
Each rider who rides to a national park
or monument in New Mexico will get
10 points for every park and monument
visited.
5. Other States: Each rider who rides to
another state will get 20 points for every
other state visited and an additional 25
points for every other state capital visited.
6. Foreign Countries: Each rider who
rides in a foreign country at least 500
miles from their home county will get 50
points and if they visit the capital will
get an additional 100 points. Ride in a
foreign country within 500 miles of your
home county or to which you traveled, at
least part way by something other than
a motorcycle, and get half of the foreign
points total.
7. BMW Rallies: Each rider who rides
to an ofﬁcial BMW MOA/RA rally (like
ours at Sipapu, Paonia, PITS, MOA or RA
nationals, etc.) would get 25 points for
each rally visited.
Points will be awarded only one time
for a visit to any site but if you visit all
of the state parks or all the counties or
all the county seats in New Mexico, the
points in that category will be doubled.
They will not be doubled in any category besides those three. Entry in the
2004 Challenge is limited to LOE BMW R
club members, but they can use multiple
motorcycles and other marques so long as
they comply with the club’s bylaws and
appreciate BMW motorcycles.
We want to trust people to be honest but because of the numbers of sites
that can be visited it’s likely many of the
trips will be without other club members
as witnesses. Please take photographs

(any format) at each site with your challenge bandana shown, and keep a riding
log with the date and mileage you rode
there to prove to any doubters that the
trip was made in 2004. (We are hoping
to post a special riding log on the club
website listing at least the NM sites for
the 2004 Tour of New Mexico Riding
Challenge.) Note the date and your mileage as you pass the county line and at
the county seat, and so on. There are 33
counties, 31 state parks and 14 national
parks and monument in New Mexico.
This will give an excuse to ride to places
in the state you might not otherwise visit
and you can even get points for your riding in other states and foreign countries
too. Ride safe and good luck!
Rider Valley Branches Out
The little shop in Cedar Crest (next to

world famous Coffee at Dawn)
is branching out to the exotic
reaches of motorized transportation. Gino has supplemented
his unique stock of MZ and
Ural with some bikes you’ve
probably never heard of: Yumbo
and Kymco. The Korean manufacturers have been builiding engines for
Honda and Yamaha, and are now making
the whole bike. You won’t see them in
the national magazines, but you can see
them on the back side of the mountain.
He’s also winter riding central, with a
full supply of Gerbings electrics and
Belstaff riding gear.
48 cylinders & 4200cc
Made by Simon Whitlock. “Each motor
is basically 8 “s1 /KH250” cylinders bolted on to cut up standard casings, with an
8 cylinder built up crank, in turn they
are bolted to a housing, gear linked and
driven thru a BMW road bike gearbox,
as the bike is pretty long already it would
be difﬁcult to put a transverse drive thru a gearbox. It
has taken almost three years
of hard work and he has overcome some huge problems to
get here – where do you even
start to think about building
a bike like this? …Oh, by the
way, Simon is not an engineer
of any kind – he oversees the
building of shopping precincts etc.
Don’t look at it as a bike,
look at it as a pure feat of
engineering…and Simon
built a Nitrous injected, fuel injected,
water cooled, supercharged H1 about 5
years ago! …How will he top this one?
He can’t – who can? I think as you say,
his next project may be reverting back
to a small engine and gaining the maximum horsepower from it.
“The bike has a small 75cc “Donkey”
engine under the seat to start it. The
ignition is by 6 x 8cyl E-Type Jaguar
distributers. Oh, and not only does
it run – but it is rideable – just! – the
engine and box alone weight just over
a ton!“
You can check out the whole story at
www.bigbikeriders.com/48cyl.htm
The Legendary Shaft
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L O E B M W R On the Road
DECEMBER

SUNDAY

Join the LOE
BMW Riders
Yearly dues are $15.
For more information
or to pay:
Land of
Enchantment BMW
Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.nmbmwmc.org
or call Terry
Tombaugh at
(505) 821-0063.
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Party!

Thursday, December 11
Music by the Watermelon Jug Band

Our own Gary Oleson plays in the
internationally famous local band in an
exclusive gig at The Range in Bernalillo.
Don’t miss this rare opportunity to see
his incredible mastery of the single string
washtub bass. Show goes from 7-9pm.
Saturday, December 13
Christmas Party!

This year’s party will start with a “Polar
Bear Ride” to the North Pole…well, no,
just kidding! Actually, you can come in
your “cages,” bring the wife/husband/
girlfriend/boyfriend or just yourself and
enjoy the comradeship and great food
at O’Niell’s Uptown. And don’t forget to
wear your nametag so we can recognize
you through the party haze. Contact
Robert at 883-4813, or RJ at 299-4916.

Breakfast!
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past two years, one more chance to bring
out the mesh gear! The ﬁrst stop at 9am
will be coffee and goodies at the Stein‘s
(Four Hills Area); second stop, 10:30am,
for breakfast burritos down in Bosque
Farms at the Tynan’s; third stop for pastries and club meeting/election of ofﬁcers,
11:30am, at the palatial digs of our legendary John and Margaret Eﬂin.
& Beyond…
Saturday, February 21
Carrizozo Burger Loop

It’s been years since we’ve sampled the
generous portions and indifferent service
at the Outpost Cafe in Carrizozo. Ride
will probably feature an extended visit
to beautiful downtown Claunch either
coming, going or both. Meet at 9am at the
Chevron at Tramway and Central.

Thursday, December 18

Saturday, February 28

Music by the Watermelon Jug Band

Business Meeting

If you missed last week’s rare opportunity, you’ve got another chance. Don’t miss
it! At the Range in Bernalillo. The show
goes from 7-9pm.

We will meet at the new showroom of
Sandia BMW right here in Albuquerque
(it’s as big as a football ﬁeld!). This will
be a good chance to see the newest BMW
automobiles and listen to Robert and RJ
bring us up to date on club events, etc.
Time TBA.

Thursday, January 1
Beginning of LOE BMW R Riding Contest

See article on page 2 of this issue for
details. This is a great plan by Gary Cade
to add a special dimension to the riding
year. Harden up your iron butts. The
contest will end approximately the week
before the 2004 Club Christmas Party.
Sunday, January 11
Progressive Breakfast

A great way to test your electrics or
endurance for cold weather riding – or if
the weather is as warm as it has been the
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Saturday, March 6
John Eﬂin Commemorative Ditch Jump
GS Ride

See the very spot where John went airborne, crashed, tucked and rolled, and
lived to tell about it. Great dirt ride on
the Fourth of July Campground Loop
Road in the Manzanos. There’s a good
chance we will stop to eat something
somewhere in Mountainair. Call Robert
Keen for details.

Saturday-Sunday, March 13-14

Friday-Sunday, May 14-16

Old Mesilla Tour

PITS Rally in Heber

Ofﬁcers

Overnighter to Old Mesilla, the ﬁrst capital of the Old Spanish territory of New
Mexico (near Las Cruces). Motel camping will be the order of the day. Contact
information and details TBA.

Many club members attend this annual
rally in Arizona, so why not make it an
ofﬁcial club event to provide opportunities to hook up with other riders making
their way west with companions instead of
going it alone. Mark Winslow will volunteer to serve as a clearing house for who’s
going when, and if you want to link up.

President:

Saturday, June 5

Secretary/Treasurer:

Friday-Saturday, April 2-3
Ride to Trinity Atomic Bomb Test Site

Ok, you’ve told yourself you’re going to
go someday since the site is only open
to the public two days a year. Well,
that someday has come. We’ll spend the
night at a motel in Socorro so we can be
in line for the opening of the gate early
Saturday morning. We may be forced
to stop at the Owl or Mannie’s in San
Antonio for hamburgers afterwards. Bill
Koup will be our contact person and
arrange motel accommodations.
Saturday, April 17
GS Day Ride

Dirt master Robert Keen and other ﬁlthy
guys will have something in store for
those of us who just have to get a little
dirty every once in a while. Destination
TBA.
Saturday-Sunday, May 1-2
Sandia Classic

You saw and heard it last year or wish
you did, so it’s back with not only
Vintage Racing (AHMRA), but motocross
and a lot more. For your ﬁx of racing and
gorgeous unmufﬂed moto sounds, set this
weekend aside. LOE BMW R is planning
to have a more visible presence in the
form of some kind of chronological ridein and display of BMW machinery owned
and operated by our club members all the
way from /2’s to the latest K bikes and oilheads (to say nothing of the chained and
belted 650’s). Much more info to follow
from Vintage junkie, Mark Winslow.
Friday-Sunday, May 7-9

Bill’s Cabin

The scenery of the mountains west of Las
Vegas, NM, is not to be missed nor is a bowl
of Bill Koup’s homemade chile. Great little
twisty paved road with some very moderate
dirt up to his cabin will keep it interesting.
For the GS riders, a ride to a high overlook
further west is worth the detour.
Sunday, June 13
Res’ Ride

Many looked forward last year to this
ride up to Cuba and west through the
Navajo Reservation to Crownpoint/
Grants, but, alas, foul weather forced
postponement. Well, it ‘s back on.
Sharpen your braking skills avoiding the
ubiquitous goat herds that take leisurely
strolls across the highway. Gary Cade will
still be the contact guy (maybe!).
Sunday, June 27
Michelle’s Grape Ride

All club rides are for everybody, but couples are particularly encouraged to join
in after Sunday breakfast at Hurricane ‘s
as we head for the Ponderosa Winery in
the Jemez Mountains near Jemez Pueblo.
Great wine tasting will add a touch of
romance to this ride. Singles and solo
riders: don ‘t be bashful and come along,
too! Michelle Williams is the Grape Girl
to contact.

LOE BMW R
Robert Keen,
883-4813
motorkeen@aol.com

Vice President:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
centralpets.com
Terry Tombaugh,
821-0063,
ttombaugh1@
comcast.net

Activity Committee:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@yahoo.com

Newsletter:

David Wilson,
232-0266
mrmtv@aol.com

Newsletter Delivery:
Lynn Coburn,
266-4449,
nmmagnolia@
juno.com

Rally Chairs:

RJ Mirabal,
299-4916
rjmirabal@
centralpets.com
David Tynan,
869-3645
david.tynan@
ae.ge.com

National Events

Annual Ice Cream Ride

Friday-Monday, July 9-12

Robert Keen will be concocting yet another creamy delight for dirt and pavement
(don’t use the excuse you’re an exclusive
road rider to bow out of this weekend).
Glenwood will once again be the home
base for this weekend of calorie free (not!)
frolic. Ask Robert Keen for details.

Rally in Paonia

Slightly altered schedule to better match
National MOA Rally.
Thursday-Sunday, July 15-18
National MOA Rally in Spokane

There will probably be some organized

All stories © by the
individual authors,
used by permission.
The Legendary Shaft
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LOE BMW R effort to ride to this rally if
you want road companions. More details
TBA. Iron Butts may make these two major
BMW rallies into a July
Grand Tour!
Last Chance for
Christmas Shopping!
Christmas is right
around the corner! Get
your list of LOE BMW R
gifts together and send
the form in ASAP. It’s
the easiest and classiest
shopping you’ll do!
Sipapu Shirts
This is the blue shirt from

September’s most excellent rally, and are
available in long or short sleeves, in sizes
Small to Extra Large.
Sipapu Posters
Large or small, these are printed on heavy
weight glossy paper suitable for framing,
and come in two sizes, 10˝x24˝ or 7˝x17˝.
The price includes shipping to you in a
mailing tube.
2002 Sipapu
Shirts
We’ve still
got a limited number
of shirts
remaining

Land of Enchantment Shop-A-Rama!
Now’s your chance to stock up on all that Club Merchandise you’ve been lusting over. Rally shirts from the
2003 and 2002 rallies, Rally posters, LOE BMW R club t-shirts, pins and patches… what more could you
need? And don’t forget Christmas is coming right up! Fill out the form below (cut it out or photocopy it), and
send it in with a check made payable to:
LOE BMW R
PO Box 92095, Albuquerque, NM 87199
Quantity/Size
2003 Rally T-Shirt (blue)
Short Sleeve $15 ea.
____________
Long Sleeve $20 ea.
____________

________
________

Club T-Shirt (gray)
Short Sleeve $15 ea.
Long Sleeve $20 ea.

________
________

____________
____________

Total

Prices are per item. Shirt sizes are S, M, L and XL.

Rally Posters
10x24
$20 ea.
7x17
$10 ea.
Pins
Patches

$5 ea.
$5 ea.

2002 Rally T-Shirts
Short Sleeve $5 ea.
Long Sleeve $10 ea.

Quantity/Size

Total

________
________

________
________

________
________

________
________

____________
____________

________
________

TOTAL ENCLOSED________
Please Print
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
E-mail __________________________________________________________________________________
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from the 2002
rally. Check with
Robert Keen at
883-4813 for
availability of
sizes and sleeve
lengths.
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2002

BMW Riders

tive
members.
Save yourself
from this horrendous fate by
re-upping immediately. Right now!

Sales, Service, Parts
BMW Riders Wear

Club Shirts
It’s a limited edition LOE
BMW R Club shirt with a
similar design as the rally.
It’s printed on a gray shirt.
Check out our gorgeous
models (shirts don’t come
with models).
Club Pins
These are suitable for use
on your clothes, your hats,
or even on your bike. They
feature a heavy-duty screw
on the back you can use
on those weird holes BMW
always puts in their fenders.
Club Patches
The new logo has a Zia
symbol to represent the
Land of Enchantment, a
ﬁeld of yellow behind the
rays of the Zia symbol to
represent the sun, a blue
background in the center
to represent the sky, our
name around the outside,
and a beautiful beemer in
the center.
Yer Outta Here!
If you haven’t paid up,
you’ve been on inactive
status with the club. On
January 1st the club roster
will be purged of all inac-

Note: Classiﬁed ads
run for 3 months, then
are deleted unless
I’m told to keep them
running.

2578 Camino Entrada
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 474-0066
1-888-774-0066
Service•Sales•Parts•Accessories
www.santafebmw.com

Write!
Send in your stories,
opinions, pictures,
gripes… we publish
anything! Send your
contributions to:
David Wilson
5700 Copper NE
#B34
Albuquerque, NM
87108
(505) 232-0266
mrmtv@aol.com
Computer ﬁles are
easiest for me, sent as
the body of your email
or an attachment saved
as ascii (text). Or you
can fax it, or scribble
on a piece of paper and
mail it. I don’t care!
And don’t forget lots
and lots of pictures.

(505) 546-2193
(800) 626-3338

DEMING CYCLE CENTER
HONDA - YAMAHA - BMW - POLARIS
www.demingcycle.com DCC@zianet.com

MARCI J. KEELER
General Manager

DEMING, NM 88030

FOR THE WORLD AHEAD.
Scott Kuhns, General Manager
Bill Morris, Parts and Accessories Manager
Janet Kovacik, Service Manager

MOTORSPORT

®

LIFE IS ONE VICIOUS CYCLE AFTER ANOTHER.

1-800-750-9007

IN ALBUQUERQUE (505) 884-9000
ON MONTGOMERY JUST WEST OF LOUISIANA

The Legendary Shaft
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PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2905
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders

TH E R E A R V I E W

Motorcycle
from the
collection
of Peter
Nettesheim.
Text from
the BMW
Motorrad
USA Mobile
Tradition
Exhibition
Catalogue.

R 12

In 1935, the ﬁrs thydraulically dampened telescopic front fork on a motorcycle was introduced with the R 12. This
meant more riding comfort and far better handling than previous technology. A four-speed gearbox and rear-wheel
drum brake added even more performance. No wonder the R 12 was the most popular prewar BMW motorcycle manufactured, being employed by civilians as well as the police, military, and postal workers. it also gained acclaim as the
ﬁnest touring bike of its era. The model featured here has many parts remanufactured by the owner who has the pleasure of riding it regularly.

